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It is not my purpose to write a biography. A record 
oi'lfiTo life of Krislo Das Pal is the rcciird of the 
political history of Bengal during the past twenty 
.years.”* That history I am not yet in •a position to 
write. I .seek, in the first place, to pay a tribute to 
a memory,' and siicondly, to read the lessons of a life?, 
and, so far as it is in my power, to teach them. Every 
life has its lessons; and if the short and simple annals 
of the poor furnish material for study and reflection, 
the lives of successful men are oven more fitted to 
instruct tlie mind and ennoble the heart. The les.sons 
of lives, liowever, are not such that he that runs may 
read them ; they do not appear on the surface of the 
lives. They are not ob.served ; they have to be de- 
duced. They arc not a part of the lives; they are 
conceptions and principles which have to be read into 
the lives. They have, therefore, to he discovered by 
processes the labour of which the ordfliary, busy, work- 
a-day world is not alway.s in a position to undertake. 
Even biographers are very often reluctant to perforn^^ 
the tedious task. Fulness of material, rather than 
suggestiveness of reflection, is the characteristic of the 
ordinary biography ; and, if at the close of the ^ 
narrative, one were to ask, “ Why could not any inan, 

* The July 2.% 1884. 
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sufficient industry, do all tluat was done by the 
ifcbjoct of the memoir 1 ” he would find it difficult to 
git an answer. The impression which is often produced 
on the mind of ihe reader by a biographical narrative, 
is, that the events related, came, all in the ordinary 
course of nature ; that under the circumstances set forth, 
nothing could have happened but what actually^tftd 
happen ; and that the only thing fit to be learnt about 
the life of a man is a certain order of events. But 
there is something in the life of a great man which 
deserves to be studied beyond the mere sequence* of 
events. If history is philosophy teaching by ex- 
ample, and if biography is the history of great 
men, surely the philosophy which a biography teaches 
ought not to be left to the reader to discover for 
himself, but must be taught by the biographer. In 
other words, if a life has its lessons, the biographer 
must take the trouble to discover them and teach 
them to the world. In reading the lessons of a life, 
it is by no means necessary to know all its details. 
This little treatise is mainly a series^ of reflections, — 
an attempt to read leasons by the light of relevant 
facts. If the. pri>blem is to discover the causes of 
the distinction and the success of Kristo Das Pal, 
paper and his party, w^ are not likely to derive 
much assistance from a careful perusal of every single 
article that he wrote, or every single speech he made 
•on the Municipal Board or in the Legislative Councils. 

Teaching wrong lessons is worse than teaching no 
lessons. But wrong lessons are not rare. It is a 
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lesson very commonly taught that(intellectuaf^bi]ity 
and moral worth are destined to succeed in this ^orld J? 
that in the end they overcome all obstacles ; that in 
whatever field of action a man* may be driven by 
circumstances to run the race of life, intellectual and 
* moral qualifications alone determine the result of 
•the competition./ This is analogous to the fallacious 
commonplace that in the struggle between truth and 
error, truth is destined to triumph. •Truth, it is said, 
survives all persecution. Similarly it is very often 
.said or implied that things which do happen could 
not but have happened. The course of the world, 
the growth and decay of nations, the rise and fall of 
creeds and kingdoms, the success and failure of men, 
are all attributed to eternal, inexorable laws, working 
with mechanical regularity ; and an attempt is made 
to eliminate from the list of causes or determining 
factors all such elements as conditions, accidents, or 
the voluntary efforts of individuals. With these 
views in their general form I have no concern. 
But I observe "that already in certain quarters wrong 
lessons have been dniwn from the life of Kristo 
Das Pal; and they are likely td pfove mischievous. 
Biography, carelessly written, teaches lessons of an 
optimist character, for biography is professedfy a 
record of the lives of successful men. But all ex« 
perience — experience of the lives of humble men and 
great, of the successful and the unsuccessful,— shows 
conclusively that the mournful lines about the village 
Hampden,’* and the “ mute inglorious Milton,’* are only 




INTRODUCTION. 


too fai%ful a description of the realities of life. Ever}' 
thing^s not for the best. The most worthy man and 
the most righteous cause are not always victorious. 
That merit is always rewarded, that truth always 
triumphs, are propositions which are repeated from 
mouth to mouth, but which the whole history of 
the human race contradicts. I endeavour in these 
pages to make a critical study of the life of Kristo Das 
Pal. The problerrf I set before myself is to make 
a right estimate of the man, to determine the con- 
ditions uinlor which he lived and worked, to discover 
the causes of his succes.s, to analyse the nature of 
his greatness, to distinguish between the peimanent 
and the transitory elements of his work, between the 
accidental and the necessary reasons of his prosperity. 
Such a study has not only a speculative, but a practical 
value. If carried out in a proper spirit, it will furnish 
instruction and warning to the Government and the 
people, and, in particular, to the educated youth of the 
country. It is of the highest importance to know de- 
finitely the position and the prospects of the ablest and 
best educated men of the country, — whgit fields of action 
are open to thelh, how .success may be achieved and 
failure averted, what kind of success it is pos.sibl€ 
to attain under existing conditions. Kristo Das Pal, in 
replying to a complimentary letter addressed to him 
by a European gentleman, said : “ Like the great 
Commoner of England, I say, ‘ Paint me as I am,’ but 
alas! bow few are there in this world who can impart- 
ially perform this task.” He is now dead, and .some 




L'^riiODuorioN 


time lias elapsed after his death. The passi<»is and 
jealousies and. party -feelings which may have jdlayed 
around him in his lifetime are now hushed ; at the 
same time, incidents of his life aVe fresh in the public 
memory. Even his appearance and his voice have 
not faded from recollection. The present time, there- 
• iorc, when the breath of passion is no longer warm, and 
when all that is worthy of note in the life retains a 
freshness of interest, offers a suitable opportunity for 
making a study of the life. I avail in^’self of that 
opportunity, and endeavour to do justice to Kristo Das 
Pal, to perform impartially ami diligently the task of 
painting him as he was. true delineation of the 

smallest man, and his scene of pilgrimage through life 
is capable of interesting the greatest man ; all men arc 
to an unspeakable degree brothers, each man^s life a 
si range emblem of every man’s; and Human Poi traits, 
faithfidl}^ drawn, arc of all pictures the welcomest on 
human walls.” In India, and judged by Indian stand- 
ards, Kristo Das Pal was not one of the ‘smallest’ men. 
A true delincathin of him and the scene of his pilgrimage 
through life, will interest great men as well as small. 
Such a delineation is here attempt^]. Here is a Hu- 
man Portrait drawn by an unskilful hand, but drawn in 
all faithfulness, in all soriousiiess, omitting not a nuiigle 
feature of elegance and not a single scar. 



CHAPTER 1. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

Kristo Das Pal was born in the year 1838. His 
family which was of an humble ckste, had at one time • 
been in good circumstances ; and one of his ancestors. 
Kautuk Pal, had atftiined a considerable degree of pros- 
perity by trade in twist. His father, Issur Chunder Pal, 
was a man of very small means. Kristo Das received 
his first lessons in Bengali at the Patsala attached 
Babu Gour Mohun Addy’s school, now called the 
Oriental Seminary ; his progi'oss was marked, and he 
obtained the prize of a silver medal. In 1848 he joined 
the English section of the Seminary. Here also he 
gave proofs of his intelligence and industry. Kristo 
Das left this institution iu 1853, the year in which the 
Hindoo Patriot was started. He read privately with 
Rev. Milne, a minister of the Free Kirk of Scotland, 
whom he left after a short time, for Mr. Milne would 
impart instruction in scarcely any other l)ook than the 
Bible. He then Ifecalne a member of a club called the 
" Calcutta Literary Free Debating Club” and, in concert 
with several other members, induced Rev. Morgan, the 
Principal of the Parental Academy, now called the 
Doveton College, to deliver lectures to a small class 
which ««od to meet every morning. This class, of which 
Kristo : Das was a member for about two years^ was 
ultii6i(^t6ly absorbed iu the Doveton College, and used 
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to receive instruction, first from Rev. Morgan who was 
distinguished as a teacher of youth, and afterwards 
from Dr. George Smith who edited the Frwn<3t oj 
India, In the year 1854 the Hindu Metropolitan 
Gillcge was established by Babu Rajender Dutt. Kristo 
Das Pal was one of the earliest students of this 
•institution, and had the .advantage of reading with men 
like Captain D. L. Richardson, Captain F. Palmer, 
Captain Harris, Mr. William Kirkpatrick and Mr. 
William Masters, — all distinguished scholars, all interest- 
ed in the cause of education, and all moved by t^/, 
warniest sympathy with the people of this country 
^ith their pupils in particular. In 1857, that is at thqjljr 
age of 19, he left college and commenced his worldly 
career. Before following him in that career it is worth 
while recording some interesting details of the school 
life of Kristo Das, furnished by an old friend of his, 
Babu Buddon Ch und er Se tt, to the Englishman news- 
paper of "September 17, 1884. 

* It appears that Kristo Das from his earliest years 
took a liycl y i nterest, in politics ^nd possesse d consid er* 
ajdfi jsdtill as a debater. He' wa s the m oving spirit oHhe 
club already referred to, and by bi» unwearied s^ yices 
raised it to a position higher than that of any similar 
association of young men. His essays and speeches 
jtojnraand^^ bmng above the average of 

j^ymiile-perforin.anc^s^ . On one occasion he displiiyeH " 
much skill in discussing the most important topic ef 
the day, “ The Russian War.” At his request, Professor 
H B. Cowell of the Hindu College md Hr. William 
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Kirkpatrick of the metropolitan College, delivered 
addresses to the club. In 185G Dr. George Smith 
having ^nUmated bis intention of reading a discourse, 
Kristo J)as on behalf of the club wrote a letter to 
ttev. Alexander Duff, D. D., inviting him to pre- 
side on the occasion. The invitation was accepted. 
The meeting was held, and Dr. Duif spoke. Kristo Das* 
happened to differ in some points from the Reverend 
Doctor, and he \jad the courage of his opinions. He 
stood up and boldly expressed liis The im- 

^Igrossion on the audience may well be imagined. About 
gPBs time, one Mr. George Thompson, a jjolitical agitator 
&ho took or profesKsed to take a great deal of interest in 
Wndia, and was remarkable for his powers of speaking, 
had come out to this country and was residing in Cal- 
cutta. Kristo Das with some other members of the 
club paid a visit to Mr. Thompson and handed over to 
him a letter drafted by liiinself for the Secretary, re- 
questing him to deliver a lecture to the Society, Mr. 
Thompson replied to the effect that it was hardly wortli * 
his while to lecture to^uch a Society as theirs, which 
Was mainly concerned with literary topics and which 
held its meetings^ in |in obscure part of the town. He 
also said that his province was politics, and, flourishing 
a copy of the Hindoo Patriot which he held in his 
hand, remarked that only one native of India under- 
stood politics, and that was the editor of that paper, 
--jHurrish Chunder Mukerjea. Kristo Das did not 
appear to have been mortified by this answer ; lie rather 
thought Mr, Thompson had spoken sensibly* Aoyhow, 
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the occasion is worthy of note as being the first moment 
of Kristo Das’s life wlieii respect for Hurrish Mukerjea 
and the desire to emulate him, were first inspired^ by a 
gentleman wliose claims to judge of political (»r litcraiy 
capacity could not be questioned. Those are important 
moments in the life of every one of us when a 
• ttcrtian ideal is held up before us, when our tastes arc 
guided, and our ambition stimulated. Kristo Das was 
uothiug if not political. After the s«.ipprcssion of the 
Mutiny in 1857, he suggested to the club that a lette^ji 
^conveying its congratulations to the British Govern 
slioiild be drawn up and forwarded thrt)i]gh the Britr 
Indian Association. He drafted the letter. Raja Issjj 
Chunder Singh, Secretary to the British Indian Associa- 
tion, was highly pleased with the letter and thanked^ 
the club for its valuable suggestion, promising to carry 
out its proposal without delay. This was the sort of 
Kristo Das’s work iu his» early years. It wa.s insiguifi- 
caiil, schoolboyish work; but lie did it with his wliole 
• soul. In this way about two years passed. While, as 
regards political sentiments, Kristo Das was soaring 
high in the air, the prosaic aspect of real life continued 
as stern and forbidding as ever. The. young blood ran 
rapidly in his veins as he spoke and wrote ; but how 
little he had to appease “ physical hunger ! ” He was 
probably the poorest member of his club. One of the 
rules of the club ran tlms : " Every member is to pay 

one rupee and eight annas as an annual subscription.” 
This subscription Kristo Das was unable to pay; and, . 
as a special case, he was exempted from the operation of 
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the rule. His old and affectionate friend thus describes 
his condition at this period of his life : “At Kansari- 
parrah, in a lane now styled after liis own name, was 
situated the former humble residence of Babu Kristo 
Das. There in the outer apartment, in a kftapprel or 
tiled hut, on a tucktapoah spread over with a worn-out 
mat where the rays of the sun pooped through the 
crevices of the thatched roof, he was often seen poring 
over his books oi* writing articles for the press. The 
:^implements of his writing, on account of his humble 
;|^ition, were indeed very inferior in quality. High, 

S d lioble as his mind was from infancy, he kept him- 
f satisfied that they M»ouId as much serve his purpose 
os the best of stationery.” 

When Kristo Das Pal left college he had received a 
fairly liberal education. Scientific education had not 
come into vogue; nor was Sanskrit or even Bengalee 
literature taught systematically in those days ; but Kristo 
Das >vas well instructed in the English language and 
literature. Ue did not take much interest in philoso- 
phy ; he cared little for mathematics ; his knowledge of 
history was not very large. It was in literature proper 
that he took special •interest. His instincts, however, 
were neither literary, nor philosoplrical, nor scientific, 
but political. The most valuable part of his education 
was given him by his wordly work and experience. To 
his work in life he brought a mind well-stored with learn- 
iuj^ a heart ftill of generous impulses, and, above all, 
habits of untiring industry. The “ morning class ” which 
Kr. Morgan taught has been lightly passed over ; bat as , 
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a member of that class Kristo Das exhibiteJ an amount 
of zeal and steady energy which marked him out as a 
student of extraordinary powers and as one who hfifd a 
distinguished career before him. Ho used to get up at 
4 o’clock in the morning, visit his comrades and proceed 
with them to attend the lectures. Many of his comrades 
bcfCame tired of the early journey ; but Kristo Das was 
made of different stuff ; his zeal never flagged. Even 
before ho left college he had imbibed a*taste for reading 
newspapers and writing for them. The circumstances 
under which the taste was formed are thus related. Gopal - 
Das Sett, secretary to the Free Debating Club, was a 
subscriber to the Hindoo Patriot Kristo Das read the 
paper regularly and valued it highly. On one occasion 
the secretary had written to the Patriot a few lines re- 
garding the club, which were inserted. This excited 
the emulation of Kristo Das. Then again, Kristo Das 
came to learn that Khetter Mohun Mitter, the president 
of the club, used to write for some papers, supplying 
items of news, &c., and not only received copies of those 
papers free of charge but was fairly well remunerated. 
To receive a paper witliout having to pay for it, and 
possibly to receive some remuneration Jilso, were advan- 
tages too great to be lightly reckoned by poor young 
Kristo Das. He began to contribute on a humble scale 
to the Morning Chronicle and the Citizen ; he was 
favoured with copies of those papers and he received 
promises of remuneration. He gathered courage. Hfe 
wrote an article for the Hindoo Pairiot and laid it 
before the editori Hurrisb Cbunder Mukerji, who ex* 
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pressed concurrence in the sentiments of tJie writer, but 
warned him against the adoption of an ornate style. 
Kristo Das’s article did appear in the Pa^Ho^, after 
correction. “ His joy knew no bounds,*’ — a joy wliich 
may well be appreciated by all men of literary tastes 
when they remember the thrill of delight with which 
they saw their first productions in print. In 1857, aftct^ 
he had left college, he began to ** store and enrich his 
mind with kno\»ledge derived from a course of reading 
at the Calcutta Public Library and tlie Library of the 
Metropolitan college ; and he received much assistance 
from Mr. Kirkpatrick in the selection of books, in the 
practice of English composition, and in the critical study 
of the English language and literature.** Jointly with 
a few friends, Kristo Das started the Calcutta Monthly 
Magazine which lived for the brief period of six months. 
The Magazine was owned by Babu Prosad Dass Dult, 
From 1857 Kristo Diis contributed regularly to tljc 
Morning Chronicle^ the Citizen, Phamiv, and Ilaikaru, 
and occasionally to the Englishman. Mr, Willian/ 
Cob Hurry, the editor of the Englishman, valued his 
contributions much. On the publication of tlie Central 
Star at Cawnpr^re, «nder the editorship of Mr. Knight, 
the aeronaut, Kristo Das becarao the Calcutta corres- 
pondent of that pajxjr and wrote under the noni ih 
plume of “ Blue Bird.” He was next employed on the 
staff of the Hirulu Intelligencer, a paper which was 
edited by Babu Kashi Prosad Ghosc. About this 
time commenced bis regular connection with the 
JUlyidoQ Patriotf in which he wrote a series of articlejj 
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on the Indian Mutiny. Hnrrisli Chnnder Mnkerjea 
formed n higt, opinion of his talents and ucquireinents 
“ and thought he would be able to do much for his 
countr^^ if Got! spared him.” Kristo Das’s first literary 
essay which was given to the world under his own ac- 
knowledged responsibility was a paper entitled “ Young 
Bengal Vindicated/’ which had been read at an anniver- 
sary meeting in commemoration of David Hare, and 
which was printed and published at the expense and 
under the patronage of the late Bahu Miirro Chnnder 
Ghose, a Judge of the Calcutta Small Cause Court, to 
whom it was dedicated. Kristo Das Pal owed a great 
deal to Babu Hurro Chnnder Ghose. It was Babu 
Hurro Clmnder Ghose who, in the early years of 
Kristo Das Pal, had taken him by the hand and 
directed his education. The essay which had attracte<l 
much attention was rather severely criticised by Mr. 
Meredith Townsend in the FHend of Indiay in an article 
entitled “ Vanitas Vanitatum;” but its reputation was 
^greatly enhanced by D. L. Richardson’s disclosure, in the 
Calcutta Literary Gazette, of the fact that the author 
of it was only a school-boy. Two other pamphlets were 
written by Kristo Das, one on “ I*idigo Cultivation,” 
and the other on “ The Mutinies and the People” which 
was a vindication, of the loyalty of the people of India. 
While contributing liberally to the Hindoo Patriot, 
he wrote for the Indian Field then edited by Balm 
Kissory Chand Mittra. » 

The Hindoo Patmd belonged to Babu Hurrish 
Qh under Mukerjea, and upon his death in the year 
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1860, Kristo Das ceased to be connected with that 
journal, but after the lapse of several inontBs, and after 
tha paper had changed hands several times, Kristo 
Das w'as appointed as the sole and substantive editor 
of the paper towards the close of the 3’ear 1861. 
During the period when the paper had passed out 
of the hands of Kristo Das it had lost a great deai 
of its sobriety of tone ; and it wius thought fit, even 
after his re-api|pintnient, to exercise supervision over 
the management of the paper. For some months, 
Babus Prosonno Coomar Tagore and Hurro Chundor 
Qhose exercised this supervision. It was soon dis- 
covered, however, that Kristo Das, though young, was 
sober and discreet, and could be safely trusted ; the 
supervision accordingly ceased. The history of the 
Hindoo Patriot or of Kristo Das as its editor it 
is hardly necessary to write. It is sufficient to 
note that in the hands of Kristo Das the paper 
attained a high degree of usefulness, distinction and 
prosperity, and its position at the date of his death is * 
too well known to call for any special notice. After 
Hurrish Chunder’s death Kristo Das became Assistant 
Secretary to the^ British Indian Association.* Hurrish 
who appreciated him had tak^n him as his own 
assistant; and after his death Kristo Das who had 
been, up to that time, doing dutiet scarcely above those 
of a clerk, was selected to fill his' place ; and worthily 
filled it. His services to the British Indian Asso- 
ciation were invaluable. In 1879 bis services were 


* Established in 1851. 
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acknowledged by his promotion to the post of Secre- 
tary, Th# Association has always been composed of 
wealthy, intelligent, honorable and distinguished men; 
it would under any circumstances have commanded 
respect and enjoyed power; but it is doubtful if 
without a Kristo Das Pal it could have done all the 
• work or even the greater part of it that it has done. 
The office of Secretary to the Association invested 
Kristo Das with an importance whjph he would not 
probably have otherwise acquired ; and the Association 
^ot in Kristo Das a thoroughly competent Secre- 
tary who not only did its work but determined its 
policy and guided its counsels. As editor of the 
Hindoo Patriot and Secretary to the British Indian 
Association, Kristo Das could not fail to attract notice, 
inspire respect, and grow in importance. He was 
appointed a Municipal Commissioner and a Justice 
of the Peace in 1803. In 1872 he was appointed a 
Member of the Legislative Council of Bengal. He was 
a Fellow of the Calcutta University. The title of Rai 
Bahadoor was conferred upon him at the Imperial 
Assemblage held at Delhi on the 1st of January, 
1877. In the following year he ^as invested with 
the insignia of a Companion of the Order of the Indian 
Empire. In the year 1883 he was unanimously 
elected by the British Indian Association for the seat 
in the Viceregal Council, placed at its disposal by Lord 
Ripon. His position, as it rose higher and htg|)er, 
brought attendant duties which he discharged with 
unremitting, conscientious industry. His heAltb broke 
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<lo\vn, and after a Jingcring illnci^s lie di^l on the 
24th of July 1884, tliirty-one years after the niiidoo 
Pah^t bad been established, and twenty-three years 
fifter be had been appointed its sole, responsible editor. 
Judged by European standards, such a life can hard- 
ly be called eventful. There is very little of enter- 
prise in it. The early years are years of struggle, of 
I hard, strenuous industry. The real, active career is 
\ one of mere routine. After Kristo Das has secured 
the help of some of his influential countrymen, after 
he has been appointed editor of the Hindoo Pi^Hof 
and Assistant Secretary to the British Indian AsIpBiia- 
. tion, after he has been introduced to high 
officials, his career is practically made for him. 1?6 ad- 
venture is necessary, hardly a struggle is made. 
Honours and distinctions come in the ordinary course 
of things. With a settled income which met all his 
wants, with adefinite prospect in life and a large amount 
of leisure, Kristo Das had hardly any necessity to exert 
hinnself •be^’^ond maintaining the position be had al- 
ready reached. But he was ambitious, and be had a 
sense of duty. He had conceived high aspirations early 
in life. Speaking oh the 1st of June, 1855 nt an 
anniversary meeting in commemoration of David Hare, 
be said : “ And to pay that debt [debt of gratitude to 
David Hare] we must do what our education teaches ns 
to do, and what he, if alive, would approve of, namely; * 
act* as becomes a Man and a Patriot, and avoid 
those paths which lead to evil and which aMbbtred. 

. . , In the expressive language of Lord Halifax, m;ii^ 
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we 80 raise our character, that we may help to make 
the next age a better thing, and leave posterity in our 
debt for the advantage it shall receive from our ex- 
ample. God willing, we shall not be unequal to the 
task. Come then ! Be Men ! Try what you tell, do 
what you would have done, — ^glory and your country’s 
-gratitude await ye I” The life which was to be dedi- 
cated to these aims has closed, and the country may 
congratulate itself that Kristo Das become a Man 
and a Patriot, and Jias left posterity in his debt. Glory 
and his country’s gratitude are his. A man of the 
same abilities, but of less lofty aspirations and a less 
ardent sense of duty, would have discharged the set 
duties of his office intelligently and industriously, but 
would not have devoted his life, as Kristo Das devoted 
bis, to study and work. There are few incidents of 
his life which are of a striking or brilliant character ; 
and all the romance of it had been played out in 
^childhood and boyhood. His collegiate study and his 
youthful work were of a desultory character, very 
much unlike the severe discipline to which an English 
youth subjects himself. From one point of view the 
circumstance was fortunate, for he •maintained his 
youthful energy to the last His intellect had not 
lost its freshness, its plasticity. “The unhappy 
children who are forced to rise too early in their, 
classes are conceited all the forenoon of life, and 
stupid all its aftornooii. The vigour and fresh- 
ness, which should have been stored up for the pur- \ 
poses of the bard stniggle for existence in practical 
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life, have been washed out of them by precocious 

mental debauchery by book gluttony* and lesson 

bibbing. Their faculties are worn out by the strain 
put upon their callow brains, and they are demoralised 
by worthless childish triumphs before the real work 
of life begins. . . . Youth has more need for intellect- 
ual rest than age ; and the cheerfulness, the tenacity 
of purpose, the power of work which make many a 
successful man what he is, must often l>e piac^ed to the 
credit, not of his hours of industry, but to that of his 
hours of idleness, in boyhood." Therefore, it is not to 
be regretted that Kristo Das never received a Univer- 
sity education, nor passed a competitive examination. 
He had no occasion to be demoralised by worthless, 
childish triumphs. The Calcutta Universit}*^ was not 
established till after Kristo Das had commenced 
the real work of life. If he had had to read for 
University examinations, the liberal education which 
he was anxious to give himself, and which he 
managed to receive, iu spite of all difficulties, miglit 
have been abruptly checked. A compulsory course of 
Mathematics would have been a fatal bar to his pro- 
gress. If he was* not allowed to read Shakespeai*e 
until he had mastered the propertt^ of the Conic Sec- 
tions, it is probable that he would never have got any 
opportunity of reading Shakespeare. How many young 
Kiisto Dases are ruined by the regtilations of the Cal- 
cutta University, absolutely debarred from receiving 
a high education, it is difficult to estimate. If u Uni- 
vomty degree is regaixlerl as the onl y cerL^^in test of .a 
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ycH^Dg man’s worth, and if it is impossible to get a degree 
except upon conditions incapable of being complied with 
by a large number of intelligent young men, the conse- 
quences become serious. lu the days when Kristo Das 
was a student, there were no hard regulations about 
compulsory courses of study, and no particular label 
-Wiis insisted on as a passport to honours and offices.'* 
Univemity education, however, if properly managed, 
has several recommendations ; and it iif certain that a 
university degree confers on its possessor distinct ad- 
vtoitages in worldly life. A degree is the cheapest and 
simplest status-making and reputaHon-creating agcuit. 
A lawyer or a doctor, a speaker or a writer, a scientific 
or a philosophical thinker, must work strenuously for a 
scries of years and achieve a large measure of success, 
licfore they can be accepted by the public as men of 
culture, as men of worth. The graduate, on the con- 
trary, by virtue of his degree, the reward of youthful 
industry, steps easily into the circle of the elect, at an 
early period of life. He may lead an indolent, infructu- 
oils life, ^ the laurels, on his brow never fade. The 
charm of his degree remains potent for all time. What 
other men can slowly obtain by solid work in life, the 
graduate has obtained once and for ever, by proving 
that he is duly prepared for the work of life. As Kristo 
Das was not a graduate, he could only expect to be 
known by his work. And it was well that when be com- 
menced his career his incentives to work were strong, and* 
his faculties had not been worn out by the strain of boy- 
isl) exercises. *‘,Hjs real education ivas his own work ; 
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and of him it may be said with the most marked truth, 
that he wag. a self-made; a self-edu cated man .*** 

The literary work of Kristo Das has no permanent 
interest ; nor, from a literary point of view, is it of 
any high value. The charm of his writings and 
speeches lay not in their literary merits, not in 
'the discussion of general principles true for all tifne, 
l^t in their practical character, in their bearing on 
the topics of thi^ day, in the keen criticism of fallacious 
arguments, and in the skill with which facts were 
marshalled. Each day brought its work, and he dis- 
posed it of with consummate skill and ability ; but 
there was nothing in his performance which would in- 
vest it with immortality. Extracts from his leading 
articles, or from his speeches (as a Municipal Commis- 
sioner, as a Follow of the Calcutta University, and as a 
Member of the Legislative Councils,) or from the 
memorials which he wrote as Secretary to the British 
Indian Association, vrould be insufferably dull, and 
would not help us in doing justice to his memory. 
Every article, speech, or memorial that I might repro- 
duce, would require to be prefaced with an elaborate 
statement of the circumstances under which it came 
to be written or spoken, of the liature of the contro- 
versy which elicited it, and of the temptations to take 
a different view of current topics from what vras actual- 
ly taken. I shall not, therefore, enter into the details 
work hut shall onl^ cite the testimony of com- 
critics in regard to the manner in which he dis- 
* The Indikin Dail^ Newe, £5th July, 1884, 
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charged his duties as a Member of the Legislative Coun- 
cils, iis a Municipal Commissioner, and as a Fellow of 
the CiJcutta University. Lord Ilipon, speaking at a 
meeting* of the Legislative Council of India, ackow- 
ledged his services to the Council in the following 
terms : “By this melancholy event, [the death of 
*iS.risto Das Pal,] we have lost from amongst us a col- 
league of distinguished ability, from whom we had 
all occasions received assistance, of whibh I reatlily ac- 

knowledge the value Mr. Kristo Das Pal owed 

the honorahie position to which he had attained to his 
own exertions. His intellectnal attainments were of 
a high order, his rhetorical gifts were ackowledged by 
all who heard him, and were enhanced, when address- 
ing this Council, by his thorough mastery over the Eng- 
lish language.'^ At a meeting held in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on January 10, 1885, to consider the means 
of perpetuating his memory, Sir Rivers Thompson, 
^[iieutenant-Governor of Bengal, said : “ Perhaps there 
are f:w European or English gentlemen in India 
who iiad a longer acquaintance with Kristo Das Pal 
than I had myself; and this I can assert, without 
fear of contradiction, that there was* no* matter of any 
great public importance, connected either with ad- 
ministration or legislation, in which the Government 
were more assisted than they were during the last 
fifteen or twenty years by the independent and unbiass- 
ed sagacity and judgment of Kristo Das Pal I recaM 
his presence and speech as a member of the Legislative 
OouncilS) both of the Local Oovernipent and of the 
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Suproine Ooverntnent ; I recall his ptominent position 
in conduct of the Municipal affairs of this city; and 
]»eyond all those, I remember that, as the editor of the 
leading Anglo-native paper in Calcutta, he exercised a 
wide influence for go<xi in educating and enlightening 
the public mind on all great questions under public 
discussion.” Hon’ble G. P. Ilbert, late Law Member 
of the Viceregal Council, and Vice-Chancellor of the 
Calcutta University, speaking at a Convocation of the 
University, referred in the following language to the 
work of Krisio Dius as a Councillor and as an cdueii- 
tionist. ‘'After having served his apprenticeship in 
the nuiiiicipal discussions of the Calcutta Corporation, 
he was a])pointed a Member of tlic Legislative Council 
of Bengal, and tliere at once made his mark as a ready 
and formidable ilebatcr. The reputation which he 
gained in this field designated him in public opinion 
as the appropriate successor of Sir Jotendro Mohun 
Tagore in the Council of the Governor-General, and it 
was during tliis period of his career that I learnt to res- 
pect him as an opponent and value him as a Councillor 
and acquired the right to mourn him as a friend. He 
was a Fellow of tlie^Univcrsity, and there was no subject 
iu which he took a keeuer and mure constant interest 
than that of national education. The minute which he 
wrote for the Indian Text-book Committee on which 
he served iu 1879 is a model of thorough and painstak- 
work, and the evidence which he gave before the 
Bengal Provincial Committee of education abounds in 
useful criticisms and valuable suggestions/’ Mr. H. L. 
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Harrison, now Hon’ble Sir H. L. Harrison, Cli airman of 
the Calcutta Municipal Corporation, speaking at the 
Xjublic meeting already referred to, bore testimony to 
the industry and intelligence exhibited by Kristo Has 
in doing his w<)rk as a Municipal Coniinissioncr. In 
meetings of Corninittees, where the most important 
w'ork is usually transacted, and also in general meetings 
of the Corporation, the services rendered by Kristo 
Das were invaluable. Mr. Harrison ^ilso dwelt with 
emphasis on the powers of eloquence displayed by 
Kristo Diis, on the logical rigour of his reasoning and 
the soumlucss of his jiulgiucnt, and, above all, on the 
sobriety and moderation of his tone. 



CHAPTER II 
A PROFESSION. 

To choose a profession is always a perplexing busi- 
ness. It is especially perplexing if to choose a pro- 
fession means to discover one^s own capability and to 
do the work one^is fitted to do in life. “How unfold 
one’s little bit of talent ; and live, and not lie sleeping, 
while it is called To-day ?” That is the great probleih. 
But it is a problem which occurs only to those wVio are 
troubled with a sense of Duty, and not to those whose 
ambition is to “ get on.’* “ If you want to make sudden 
fs^tunes in it, anil achieve the temporary hallelujah of 
jiuiikies for yourself, renouncing the perennial esteem 
of wise men ; if you cau believe that the chief end of 
man is to collect about him a bigger heap of gold than 
ever before, in a shorter time than ever before, you 
will dud it a most handy and every way furthersome, 
blessed and felicitous world. But for any other human 
aim, I think you will find it not furthersome. If you 
in any way ask* practically, How^ a noble life is to be 
led in it ? ^^ou will be luckier than Sterling or I if you 
get any Jkeilible answer, or find any made road what- 
ever, Alas, it is even so. Your heart’s question, if it 
be ^ that sort, most things and persons will answer 
e* 'Nonsense I INoble life is in Drury Lane, and 
iv4ars yellow bootai You fool, compose yourself to 
your pudding I’-^Suteiy, in these times, if ever in any; 
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the young heroic soul entering on life, so opulent, full of 
sunny hope, of noble and divine intention, is tragical as 
well as beautiful to us.”* Times had not altered when 
Kristo Das commenced his career ; they have not altered 
even now. To choose a profession, above all to discover 
one’s own capability and reduce it to performance, is . 
embarrassing a problem to-day as it ever has beeiT" 
Kristo Das rmist have felt the embarrassment. After 
leaving college he obtained employment as Translator f 
in the Court of the District Judge of Twenty-Four 
Perganas, Mr. Latovir. After a few days’ service, he was 
dismissed because Mr. Latour considered him incom- 
petent. lu later years, Sir William Grey offered him 
an appointment in the public service, but Kristo 
Das declined the offer. His choice had been mad(^; 
and it bad been wisely made. That he rose 
distinction in the career he elected, was, to some 
extent, a matter of accident. He might have been 
^ move distinguished in some other capacity, for instance, 
as a lawyer or as a public servant. But the choice was 
wise because by his talents he was fitted, above all 
things, to be a journalist and a secretary and a debater. 
Not on grounds of worldly prudefice,* thei'efore, but in 
accordance with the fitness of things and the economy 
of nature, Kristo Das’s choice w^as properly made. It 
would be well to remember that the career which Kristo 
Das chose was of an exceptional kind. It is not a 
career which is open to a large number of educated 
Indians, not a career which can be availed of by any 
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but one or two men placed in special situations. The 
following moral drawn by an Anglo-Indian newspaper is 
more sentimental than accurate : " The life of the late 
Kristo Das Pal supplies a typical example of the career 
which lies open to the educated native tinder modern 
conditions, and which is being followed at the present 
moment with more or less success by many hundreds 
of his countrymen.” * Kristo Das Pal would never 
have risen to the? position that he did rise to, if he had 
been Secretary to any Association but the British 
Indian Association, or if he had been editor of any 
journal but the Hindoo Patriot In the next place, 
with all his abilities and attainments, and even in his 
capacity as editor of the most infiuential journal and 
secretary to the most intluential Association, he could 
not • ve attained all the honours that he did attain, if 
he Ik %^.ot been acquainted with high officials. The 
English people and the English .Government have a 
giHjat respect for wealth and the people who possess it. 
J'lie British Indian Association represented the Zemin- 
dars, the wealthy people of Bengal, and the Hindoo 
Patriot was its organ. A Seci'etary to the Association, 
if he also happe^aed to be editer of tlie journal, wa.s 
sure, in those days, to be respecte<ll)y the Government, 
though he might he vastly inferior to Kristo Das Pal. 
But Hurrish Chunder Mukerjea was Secretary to the 
Association and editor of the journal, and yet he did 
wefc Xive Ois lArrsto Dais, 

TVft TCaaou V) ‘m 'to. 
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was not acciuainted with high English officials. He 
kept liimself aloof from them. Therefore, one is jiisti- 
ficcl in regarding the distinction earned hy Kristo 
Das as something of a wholly exceptional character, 
holding out no hopes to educated natives of India. 

I am not aware that even one of my countrymen 
is following witli success a career similar in material 
points to that of Kristo Das Pal. The bestowal of 
lionours on a single meritorious iiidifidual like Krist(» 
Das, will not blind na to the realities of Indian life, 
the real nature of tlie predilections of the Anglo-Indian 
official. ¥or one single capable man that is honored, 
a hundred noodles, aristocratic and plebeian, Hindu 
and Mahomedan, arc decorated, salaried, and iji every 
way advanced in life. In the generality of cases an 
intelligent Hindu who speaks and writes English ‘ 
is vigorous in criticism and indcixjudent in d +4i.^anour, 
is, to the average English official, an object of jealousy 
and, possibly, of hate. "J’hc abject ** native ” whoso 
English is indifferent, who lacks brain and backbone, is 
the real favourite.) The ability with which Kristo J)as 
Pal conducted hisMutie.s, adorned a.id dignified his suc- 
cess, but the recognition of that aWliry by tlic Govern- 
ment is no proof that Govornim ni is ready to rcwanl 
merit wherever found. 

> Kristo Das deserves credit for the courage, tiic 
honesty and the wisdom he displayed in declining lo 
enter service under Government and to seek admission 
^^\\\\jO \\t5A wi maxvg ixSetvds woA 

•patrons that he could easily have entered, \l he had 
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cared to enter, the public service. He must have seen 
pleaders of the Suddei* Dewanny Adawlut making their 
fortunes. He had received a good general education, 
and there would have been no difficulty in the way of his 
passing the necessary legal examination and becoming 
a pleader. But he proved superior to the temptations 
of these pleasant possibilities. He elected a carehr 
which was less lucrative than the alternative careers 
open to him, and‘which held out a less favourable pros- 
pect than they. The British Indian Association might 
or might not live ; the Hindoo PatAot might or might 
not live ; he might or might not be retained in service. 
The uncertainty did not stagger him ; he boldly made 
his choice. Encouraged by liis example, educated young 
men might in the present day elect a career similar to 
his. But he had no encouraging example to follow. 
No one in this country had pursued a career like what 
he adopted. His predecessor was in Government ser- 
vice. It is clear that in making his choice he was not 
guided by considerations of mere prudence but that he 
consulted his own intellectual tastes and, above all, 
loyally carried out an Idea, f Those are noble and 
exemplary lives which are devoted to the steady, 
determined, engrossing pursuit of lofty Ideas definitely 
conceived early in life. Kristo Das liad already 
fotmed his Idea. He was to become a Man and a 
JE^triot, and was to leave posterity in his debt for 
the advantage it should receive from his example. 
This Idea he thought he could better carry out in the 
capacity he chose, than as a clerk in a Government* 
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office, or as a member of the legal profession. His 
very clioice showed that he had already become a Man 
"and a Patriot. Nothing but manly independence could 
have prevented him from following the prevailing 
fashion and seeking lucrative offices ; nothing but 
patriotism could have made him a willing servant of 
'*ah Association of his own countrymen. Natives of 
India generally consider it more honorable to serve 
Englishmen than their own countiymen, and more 
lionornble to serve officials or the Government than 
private individuals or associations. One often hears 
Bengalee clerks swear and say that they will never serve 
Bengalees. Repugnance to serve one’s own country- 
men is unpatriotic ; but it is a feeling largly prevalent 
among the people of India, especially among the less 
educated classes. Kristo Das had no such meanness. 
Patriotism was to him no abstraction but meant sym- 
pathy with, and respect for, those concrete realities, 
liis own countrymen. In cheerfully accepting service 
iinder the British Indian Association, and continuing to 
serve it after he had attained the highest distinction, 
he displayed feelings very rare in the Indian breast. 
The career of Kristo Das Pal, though of an excep- 
tional character, will nevertheless teach his countrymen 
that under favorable circumstances, talents and .indus- 
try win prosperity, and that wealth, public esteem and 
official honours are the reward not only of success in the 
legal profession, or of distinction in Government Service, 
but also of honest, useful, political work done in the 
•retirement of the study, in the heated atmosphere 
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of public meetings, and in the dignified dulness of the 
council chamber. 

It is proper tliat we should recognize the dreary blank- 
ness of the pro.spcct which lies before our educated young 
men. It seems to bo generally admitted by ||tigh Indian 
officials, that educated young natives of India have no 
bright outlook before them. One V ice-Chancollor of tlio * 
Calcutta University, speaking at a Convocation of the 
University, suggetted to tbe graduates thsit they should 
travel far and wide in quest of fresh fields and. pastur^ 
now, that they should colonise new tracts of ^arth, rex 
claim waste lands, start new trades. Another Vico- 
C.'hancellor of the Calcutta University, on a similar 
occasion, feelingly dwelt upon the dignity of poverty, 
and invited graduates to the honorable and almost 
woolly lioiiorary task <»f reprinting and translating 
oarl}^ mediieval texts of Bengal. Things have come 
to a lamentable pass when young men can be in- 
viteil to nothing more profitable than rude adventure 
ill unexplored regions, or the ascetic life of ancient rtshifi 
and the early Christian saints. Another suggestion is 
that educated young men, graduates for instance, should 
\>etako themselveK ta technical industry. It is meant, 
we suppose, that they should not be above the occupa- 
tions of a carpenter, a potter, or a blacksmith, ff these 
suggestions arc seiiously made, we must believe that 
India can no longer find reasonable occupation for her 
erhmated sons. In a short time we shall probably hear 
that there is no room even for mechanics, or workers 
on mediseval Bengali literature. “ Surely in these tiHies, . 
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if ever in any, the young heroic soul entering on life, so 
opulent, full of sunny hope, of noble and divine inten- 
tion, is tragical as well as beautiful to us.” In India, 
Government is largely respon.sible for the tragedy, 
lle.sponsible officials do sometimes recognise the tragedy, 
though they take no means to avert the catastrophe. 
"Mere often they affiect to be pleased with the situation, 
and seem to say that if Kristo Das could succeed in 
life, other educated men could sucoeei^ as well, if they 
had tlie .same abilities, the .same patience, and the same 
pyr.se verance. To offer such encouragement is to insult 
the intelligence of the people. 



CHAPTER HI. 

SUCCESS IN LIFE. • 

When we speak of the success of Kristo Das Piit, 
what do we mean by it ? We mean the appreciation of 
his abilities anckhis work by the Government and the 
people. As a result of appreciation by ,the Qovern- 
ment» official honours were bestowed on him. He was 
made a Municipal Commissioner, a Justice of the Peace, 
a Fellow of the Calcutta University, a Meml)er of the 
Bengal Legislative Council, a Rai Bahadur, a Compa- 
nion of the Indian Empire. As a result of apprecia- 
,tion by the people, the prosperity of the Hindoo PaU'iot, 
his influence, his reputation, his election as a Municipal 
Commissioner after the elective system had been intro- 
duced, and lastly, his election by the British Indian 
Association as its representative in the Viceregal Coun- 
cil, are worthy of note. The one kind of success was 
largely dependent on the other, ancj both were depend- 
ent, first, on certain intellectual atfd moral qualities, 
and secondly, on certain accidents. "" The influence and 
the reputation of Kristo Das Pal and the prosperity of 
his journal were, to a great extent, the result of the 
estimation in which he was held by Government; and 
honours and public esteem were alike the result 
of'^riiog qualities, useful work, and certain favorable 
ccii^itiotis of life. 
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It is esssential to recognise the fact that, in tliis coun- 
try, success and failure practically mean appreciation 
and want of appreciation, encouragement and want of 
encouragement, by the Government. The recognition 
which a man receives from Government is the standard 
by which the people judge him. If France i.s tljo 
■'"coftintry in which the pcopZc is most alive,” India is 
the country in which it is absolutely dead. An indivi- 
dual honored by the Government, a caivse advanced by 
the Government, an institution patronized by the Gov- 
ernment, acquire in this country an importance to which 
other individuals, causes, and institutions, dare not lay 
claim. Therefore, recognition by Government is a ne- 
cessary element of success in life. It is necessary not 
only to men in the service of Government, and to men 
who seek service under Government, but also to men in 
independent walks of life. Independent walks of life 
are not independent of the support of the people; 
and if the people regulate their opinion by the official 
standard, men in independent walks of life are not wholly 
above the necessity of securing the patronage of Govern- 
ment. The lawyer, the doctor, the merchant, the jour- 
nalist, are all gainers by official recognition. Appointed 
to a Legislative Council, or invested with the Order of the 
Indian Empire, they feel their position advanced, their 
reputation extended, and their chances of professional 
success and distinction improved. This is an eirii 
That must be an unfortunate country in which no class 
of men looks with unconcern on the official smile or 
frown, and in which classes of people practically 
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abandon their right of independent judgment and offer 
themselves to be carried along in the current of oilicia]: 
opinion. ^ If the men belonging to the iinlependent 
prof6.ssioh8, and respectable and wealthy men belonging 
to no profession, are driven to seek official favour, there 
is none left to guide public opinion, to direct criticism 
of public measures, to make the people conscious of 
their national existence and confident in their own 
strength. The « evil is probably a necessary one in aE 
countries which are not self-governing, but in this 
country it exists in a specially aggravated form. Official 
power and official honour in all countries bring position 
and prestige, but in India they have a more than ordi- 
nary charm. In other countries popularity marks a 
man out for official honour ; here, official honour creates 
popularity. Consequently, the people and their leaders 
are demoralized. A man borne to the pinnacle of 
power by popular applause, is a spectacle with a 
very different moral from that which is to be learnt 
from the crowning of a courtier with official lanrela* 
Kristo Das Pal was an able and independent mau 
upon whose brow the laurels sat with peculiar grace 
and appropriateness, but they would have been ' all 
the more graceful if they had not been official His 
greatness was of a kind which would not grat% the 
ambition of an ardent youth in a democratic age ; but 
it was the highest attainable under existing conditioas 
efj jndian life, and it was attained by no unwoftby 
Kmto Das knew every Lieuteaant-OoverJsef 
Mi tkoe. and stood on friendly terms with »U, 
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probably, Sir George Campbell His old friend and 
patron, Babu Hurro Cbunder Ghose, had introduced 
him to one or two of the most influeutial and energetic 
Lieutenant-Governors. His appointment to the Bengal 
Legislative Council was not, however, the result of 
intimacy with high officials ; it was not obtained, as 
'Stfch appointments are sometimes obtained, by sneaking 
ami sycophancy. He had well earned the honor. His 
able management of the Hindoo Patriot, his work as a 
Municipal Commissioner, bis clever memorials drawn up 
on, behalf of the British Indian Association, had made 
him known as a public-spirited citizen and a well-in- 
formed and capable critic. No non-official member 
of the Local Council had given better proofs of 
fitness. His claims to a seat in the Viceregal Council, 
when be came to get it, were even more assured. 
He had for several years done good work as a niem> 
ber of the Bengal Legisla'tive Council ; he had 
distinguished himself as an elected Municipal Com- 
&dssioner; his journal had been developing. But he 
was not directly nominated a member of the Viceregal 
CouneiL Lord Ripon oflered to the British Indian 
Association the unprecedented privilege* of electing a 
member for appointment to the Council; and the 
Association, very wisely, elected Kiisto Das Pal. 
He was appointed, and he proved himself a worthy 
inemW. As a Municipal Commissioner he had 
aoqaired only a mall, local reputation, but the« 
Shidoo Patriot had been slowly building up his fame 
in country. It was his appointment to the Bengal 
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Council, however, which extended and brightened his 
reputation and deepened his influence. His elevation 
to the higher Council still further advanced his position 
and confirmed his leadership. If it is true that the 
Hindoo Patriot secured these honours, it is also true 
that the honours contributed largely to make the 
Hindoo Pati^t what it was. A paper edited b'y a 
Member of Council, could not fail to be invested with 
special importatrice. Such a paper must give,, it was 
thought, the most weighty views and the most accurate 
information. Besides, people considered it prudent^^to 
subscribe to the paper and so oblige in a small way an 
editor who by his official position might be able to 
render some service to them. Kristo Das would not 
of course sell himself for anything, least of all for a 
subscription; but men imagined that they could not 
look an editor in the face and ask a favour of him 
without, first of all, registering themselves as sub- 
scribers. Zemindars, and all men who pretended to be 
such, valued the Hindoo Patriot for its being the 
organ of the British Indian Association ; and men in 
Government Service and umedwdrs (seekers of service) 
were anxious to support it and be introduced to its 
editor. Not only the prosperity ol the Hindoo PatHot 
but the social influence of Kristo Das w^ere aided 
by hie official position. Every morning there was a 
crowd of visitors in the house of Kristo Das; and 
#ven the evenings he could not devote to himself. The 
spectacle would remind one of the crowd in the house 
of the old Roman J urisoopsult, described by Sir Henry 
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Maine. But while the crowd in the house of the 
lawyer or the physician is attracted by hopes of pro- 
fessional assistance, a very different kind of hope 
animated the men who congregated in Kiisto Das*s 
house and gave him no rest by night or by day. 
^They wanted employment in Government service. 
They were attracted by his official greatness, and they 
appreciated his official influence. The men who meet 
in the drawing-room of the distinguished literary or 
political personage in England, are moved, very often, 
by intellectual sympathy with the object of their 
admiration. They meet to venerate a man or a woman 
who is to them an embodiment of an ideal, a type of 
greatness which they appreciate. In a certain sense it 
is true that the men who gathered about Kristo Das 
did appreciate the greatness which was his, so far as 
that greatness was official. But they had, generally 
speaking, no intellectual sympathy with him, no ad- 
jniration for all that was spiritual in him. His ability 
as a journalist, as a speaker, and as a secretary, would 
not have given him anything like the prominence 
which resulted from his official position. He is now 
dead ; bis official influence has ceased ; and how many 
of his old admirers are now interested in the welfare 
of his son or the perpetuation of his memory ? There 
is very little of real appreciation of intellectual great- 
ness in this country ; witness the disastrous termination 
of movements to perpetuate memory. A distinguished 
or a successful man is serviceable while he lives, and 
he' never wants admirers ; when he dies, his country 
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makes a feeble effort, if it makes any effort at all, 
to erect a memorial. It is not possible to draw frcmi 
the life of Kristo Das Pal the pleasing lesson that 
the country has learnt to appreciate the greatness of 
its great men. The only thing satisfactory about the 
life is the readiness of Government, on particular 
occasions, to encourage and reward merit. 

An Anglo-Indian newspaper* wrote shortly after the 
death of Krist^i Das Pal: ‘'There arc given to the 
world now and then, at rare intervals, men to whose 
hands power and influence gravitate as a matter* of 
right and of the public weal. Such men do not need 
the adventitious assistance of an active life in the camp 
or the field. Neither do they find it necessary for their 
purposes to aspire to high social position. They are men 
to whom rank may come, but for whom rank is more an 
acknowledgment of service than a means of influence ; 
they are not men born to command in the ordinary 
sense of that term ; they do not affect their country- 
men by their brilliance, nor do they appeal to the 
imaginations of tlie masses they move so surely and 
so mightily. They influence rather than command ; 
they guide rathar than govern ; their judgment is 
trusted, and they do not stimulate public opinion, or 
excite the public mind. They, on the contrary, form 
the opinions of those about them, and out of a fulness 
of sympathy with popular requirements, they give the 
and most popular expression to the popular and 
j(;tOifimon thought. Such a man was Thiers in France 


* The Indmn Dail^ 3dtli July 1884. 
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uBtil he assumed the Goverument of the country, and 
in a ye^t more complete sense was he such a man who 
yesterday passed away from our midst — the greatest 
native servant of India that any Province yet pro- 
duced — the Honourable Rai Kristo Das Pal, Bahadur.” 
This is a complacent view which, men acquainted 
"witii the condition of the country and with the life 
of Kristo Das Pal, would find it diflicult to accept. To 
Kristo Das rank was not merely an ' acknowledgment 
of service * but was the principal ‘ means of influence.’ 
He did need the ‘ adventitious aid of an active life ’ 
to secure power and influence. It was by no silent 
mesmerism that he came to form the opinions of those 
about him. He did, no doubt, give expression to pub- 
lic opinion, but public opinion in this country is the 
opinon of the respectable and the educated classes. 
As an educat<3d man, connected with an As.sociation of 
Zemindars, be had little opportunity of ascertaining 
* popular and common thought.’ Not only his abilities, 
*but the Zemindars and the Government, made him what 
be was. Thei^e is no analogy between his career and 
that of M. Thiers. Kristo Das Pal did not make and 
could not have made his reputation •by. literary work; 
but it ‘was by literary work that M. Thiers came to 
acquire his position, and the journalistic writings of 
Thiers reached a very different class of men from that 
influenced by the writings of Kristo Das Pal. Literature 
has not had its prospects improved in India because 
Kristo Das Pa! attained success in life. His success 
w.as not literary ; his talents were not literary ; he 
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did not succeed in instilling into the mindis 
the people a love of literature. Educated young men 
devoting themselves to literature or science can de- 
rive no encouragement fropa such a life as tliat of 
Kristo Das. Even in a car^acity very similar to that 
of Kristo Das, men may not find encouragement. If 
a journalist wrote excellent articles, what chance wotilcl 
he have to get them read ? The Hindoo FaU^i was 
sure to be reach; that fact was of no small advantage 
to Kristo Das Pal. Even if a journalist could com- 
mand attention, ho would only get credit as a brilliant 
writer or as an ingenious critic ; his views would not 
be taken as representing public opinion and would not 
influence the action of the Government. The Hindoo 
Patriot represented a class which the Government res- 
pected ; and the views of Kristo Das expressed in that 
journal would secure more than ordinary consideration. 
No Association had the same prestige as the British 
Indian. Association ; and its memorials and its secre- 
taipy ^received a treatment which other memorials and* 
other secretaries could not expect. These are facts 
which are apt to be overlooked by impetuous admirers 
of successful li\ies.. When Mr. Ilbert said that Jlristo 
, Das Pal “ was a great orator and a great journalist, a 
^inan who would have made bis mark in any country 
|«,nd at any time,” he expressed an optimistic faith 
;in fate, which is shared by several men of intelli- 
genca and culture. It is difficult to see how Kristo 
Das could have made his mark as a journalist eitlier 
iti England or Indiai if he bad to start a journal of bis 
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own, and had not been given the sole charge of an 
influential journal, his salary being fixed and he being 
kept free from all anxieties as to the financial condition 
of the paper. It is difficult to see also what use he 
could have made of his oratorical powers except as a 
mejnber of debating clubs, unless Government appoint- 
ed him to posts in wdiich a display of powers of 
speaking was necessary. It is possible to imagine a 
man of the abilities of Kristo Dom distinguishing 
himself in some career or other, for instance, as a law- 
yer, or as a physician, or as a teacher, or as a clerk. 
But to contemplate such possibilities is to dream. What 
is essential to our present purpose is to observe that 
though Kristo Das was a great orator and a great 
journalist, it does not follow that he would have made 
bis mark in any country at any time. Before he 
could make his mark he must be educated ; and he 
could not have been educated if education had^ not 
been cheap in Calcutta. Nor, probably, could he^ave 
* completed his education if he had to satisfy compulsory 
tests in Mathematics, Sanskrit, or Physical science. 
With all his energy and industry, his youth would 
have been frittered away in desultory pursuits, if 
he had not availed himself of the wise and generous 
guidance of Babu Hurro Chunder Qhose ; and without 
the assistance of that gentleman he could not have 
been introduced to the officials who advanced him in 
life. In Hurrish Chunder Mukerjea he found a kind- 
hearted, appreciative patron who first established his 
connection with the Hindoo Pat^'iot and with the 
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British Indiau Association. His political training he 
received from Hurrish Chunder Mukerjea and also 
from Pi osuano Coomar Tagore, a distinguished lawyer, 
and Mr. Cochrane and Mr. Montriou, brilliant and 
successful advocates of the High Court of Calcutta. 
Maharaja Kama Nath Tagore took a fatherly interest 
ill him aud gave him counsel. Pandit.T-war ChaiulYa 
Vldyasagar also helped him on. It i- not every man 
of ability tbat« is so fortunate as to secure sucb 
imtronage and such guklance. While in the great- 
ness of Kristo Das we recognise the dements that, 
were his, let us not omit to take note of the con- 
tributions made to it by favouring circumstances 
and sympathetic individuals. For cheap education 
he was indebted to two institutions, the founders 
of which have entitled themselves to public gratitude. 
Babu Gour Mohun Addy, the founder of the Oriental 
Seiniiiaj*y, and Babu Bajender Dntt, the founder of 
the Metropolitan College, atlbrdcd facilities of educa- 
tion to several men who have* been distinguished 
in life and who, in the aliseuce of such facilities, would 
have been lost to the countiy. 

Kristo Das Pal received the Patriot a dying concern 
and left it flourishing. What contributed to tlie suc- 
cess of the paper was mainly his ability. After every 
allowance has been mode for favorable conditions, the 
fact remains. that the PaU^t which, in other hands was 
dwMling, in his hands prospered. It is true, time 
adds to sttdiiiity, and age carries with it prestige. An 
old newspaper has au advantage over a new ; but 
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a paper wiiich has been sj^stematicaliy declining, 
suddenly revives and goes on progressing, and tbe 
rt'vival is coincident with a change of editorship, the 
cause of the progress is not far to seek. It is the 
genius of the new editor which gives the pajKJr new 
life. Kristo Das, therefore, fully deserves tbe following 
compliment Mr. llbcrt paid to his memory. 

‘‘ Succeeding .u. ilie age of some of the graduates of 
t«)-day, to the management of one of *1110 oldest organs 
of public opinion in this country, by the readiness and 
'rfersatility of his 2 X)d, by the j^^tient industry whicli 
he displayed in mastering the details of the subjects 
with which he undertook to deal, by the fairness, 
breadth, and moderation of his utterances, he gradually 
and steadily advanced its reputation during his twenty- 
three years of editorship and raised it from a nearly 
moribund condition to the first place among native 
Indian journals.” But journalism is a iwofession which 
iiolds out poor prospects in this country. No native of 
India except Kristo Das Pal has made his fortune as a 
journalist ; and it is not likely that in India fortunes 
will be made by journalism. The people of India do 
not live a 23 oIitical life; they have nopoUtical enthusiasm. 
Not being a self-governing people they have little in- 
terest in the proceedings of Ooveitiment. They view 
the Government as a huge machine grinding out laws, 
taxes, and Resolutions, a machine which it is hopeless 
to resist and whose movements it is useless to obseisve. 
They are poor, and occupied with the struggle for 
existence ; or, they are apathetic, and take things as 
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they are. Such a people can only feel a dilettante 
interest in journals. The vernacular journals do not 
reach the Government, and are little read by the edu- 
cated classes ; the journals written in English do not 
reach the masses. Consequently, no Indian paper exer- 
cises the same pervading influence in India that a good 
English journal does in England. The Patriot was 
prosperous, as compared to other native Indian journals, 
but was a failure in comparison to the best English 
journals. As self-government extends and as educa- 
tion makes progress in India, journals may grow in 
importance ; but it is doubtful if any Indian journal, 
particularly in Bengal, will have the same position, 
relatively to the altered circumstances of the country, 
that the Patriot had in its day. 

Success in life is impossible without opportunities. 
The fool neglects opportunities ; the man of genius 
improves them. But, before opportunities can be neg- 
lected or improved, they must come. It is commonly 
said that they do invariably come to great men ; but it 
is a remark which is- true only of such great men as 
have succeeded in life. Those who are great in intellect 
and character, aifli ^ho, for want of opportunitiej, pine 
for ever in the cold shade of neglect, do not fall within 
the range of observation of the moralising biographer, 
precisely because they are unknown. The lives of 
successful men are the only lives that arc studied, and 
as *aU such lives are full of lucky accidents, it is in- 
ferrckl that by some providential arrangement, by some 
sort of pre-established harmony, favorable accidents' 
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always occur to great men. The inference is wrong. 
Greatness takes advantage of, and utilises, favouring 
circumstances ; it is not independent of them. In 
the next place, great men recognise more quickly than 
others that particular circumstances are favouring. 
The man who great, fails to seethe opportunities 

that may be about him. One of the elements of 
greatness is the power to seize instinctively that possi- 
bility which may be mo.st easily developed into an 
actuality. An opportunity was offered to Kristo Das 
when he was given the sole charge of the Himho 
Patriot^ and he used that opportunity in the liest way 
possible. He did his work as a journalist with tact, 
industry, and conscientiousness. Without the oppor- 
tunity, it is scarcely likely that he would have been 
distinguished as a journalist. Without his abilities 
the opportunity could not have been used in the way 
it was used. 

Let us go a little deeper into the philosophy of 
success and ask, What is an opportunity ? From 
one point of view, every man has a vast variety of 
opportunities. For instance, it may be said that an 
educated native of India has tljie opportunities of 
starting a journal, writing books, l>ecoming a lawyer, 
or a doctor, or an engineer, accepting service, establish- 
ing a school, opening a shop, emigrating to a region 
where competition is not severe. EVom a practical point 
of view, all these are not opportunities. If particular 
occupations demand capital, &nd capital is wanting, 
those occupations offer no opportunities. If in a par- 
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ticular profession one has to wait a long time for 
success, and one cannot aiFord to wait, that profession 
offers no apporturdty. If an occupation is good and 
noble in itself, but adds out no prospect of reputation, 
Of wealth, or even of comfortable living, in a particular 
country, it offers no opportunity, properly so called, to 
a man living in that countr3^ Take literature as a 
profession. The same literary qualities which in one 
age or country ai^ appreciated, may not be appreciated 
in another. The seme literary work which is a finan- 
cial success ill one set of circumstances may be a 
failure in another. Success, therefore, is something 
which is relative and not absolute. As physical 
life is impossible without the adaptation of organispi 
to envirouipent, or, as it is said, the adjustment 
of internal to external conditions, so success in life 
is impossible without the aiiaptation of the intellectual 
and moral qualities of a man to the social, political, 
iiitellectualand economic condition of his country. This 
is a truth which is forgotten, or not known at all, by 
those who look with contempt on men who fail iu 
Ufa If Kri»to Das with all his abilities and all hia 
honest, hard, useful yvork, had not attained success, few 
would have admired him. In India, if in any cemntry, 
noibing succeeds like success; and the acquisition of 
official honours, and, especially, of wealth, is, in the 
of the Indian people, an. essential element 
Ideals of greatness are different in different 
countries and in different agea* In India, at the 


^ See t!te Article on *^ldeals<^ greatness 'Mo tlie Ap{)eiidix. 
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present day, greatness is associated not so much with 
intellectual or moral excellence as with wealth, official 
influence, and official honours. Success, in the sense 
of worldly prosperity, is dependent not upon the in- 
trinsic worth of ati individual, but upon the relation 
of individual worth to surrounding conditions. If a 
man fails, his failure may be the result, not of any 
fault of his own, but of the backwardness of his 
country. Literary efforts may fail, mi because they 
are insignificant or devoid of nmrit, hut because the 
country does not appreciate them. If the country? Imd 
a truer appreciation of literature, the efforts would 
succeed. If a man or his work is to be impartially 
and intelligently judged, success or failure will not 
help us in forming the judgment. If a truthful shop-* 
keeper fails in his trade because he is truthful, the 
right-minded critic will not look upon him with con- 
tempt because he is a failure, but rather curse the 
country in whicli a truthful shop-keeper cannot flourish. 

* There are conditions of life in which failure is honorable 
and success dishonorable. Where success can only he 
attained by unworthy arts, one had rather not be 
succiOssful. It is not always that intelligence or in- 
dependence succeeds. Men of original ideas seldom 
attain the success they deserve. Having to break new 
ground they do harder work than those who eome after 
them. They lead . opinion ; they create a diversion 
of taste ; they reveal new subjects of interest ; ancLif 
they attain partial success^ they prepare the way for tlie 
greater success of those who follow them. Kristo 
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Das achieved success in a kind of enterprise which was 
not absolutely original, yet little appreciated by our 
countrymen. He was not the father of Indian journal- 
ism, but he devoted himself to it when it was in its 
infancy, and, from one point of view, his success was 
attained under harder conditions than what now exist. 
The number of men who read English, and interest 
themselves in politics, was much smaller in the days of 
his youth than it is to-day. By his skill and industry 
he created, in the educated people of the country, 
interest in politics and in newspapers. His success, 
therefore, was well deserved ; and it was possible under 
the conditions of Indian life which then existed. 
Though we are living in a later day the conditions are 
not favourable to the success of a new species of jour- 
nalism. Literary, scientific or philosophical journals, 
will not succeed, though they may be started by com- 
petent men. A high order of periodical literature, like 
the quarierly and monthly publications of England, 
can scarcely exist. Even political journals of any but 
the stereotyped form wdll not be a success. Profes- 
sional journals relating to law or medicine have sel- 
dom existed for an appreciable length of time or at- 
tained any distinction. In fact, no kind of* native 
Indian journalism is, or promises to be, in the present 
circumstances, a distinguished or profitable concern; 
not* even that kind which, in the hands of Kristo Das, 
fi»r special reasons, proved a success. The career of 
Kristo Das Pal exhibits a kind of success which can 
operate as no encouragement to the educated Indian 
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youth. Of the opportunities open to such a youth, 
neither a journalistic, nor a literary, nor a scientific 
career is one. There are worthy individuals here 
and there, who might usefully and profitably adopt 
such a career in other countries ; hut the condi- 
tions of Indian life do not favour it ; and success, 
it must be remembered, is not the possession of 
talents nor the display of them, but the adaptation of 
* them to environing conditions. Few iiriives of India 
care to buy books simply for purpo.ses of intellectual 
edification or recreation. Consefjuently, there is no 
publishing enterprise in India, and literature as a pro- 
fession docs not exist. The only books which sell in 
India are school-books and such law-books as arc of 
constant practical use to the lawyer. Students cannot 
pass their examinations unless they read some books ; 
and lawyers cannot do their professional work unless 
they possess some law-books. These are, therefore, the 
only two classes of English books which .sell largely 
' and bring money to the authors and puhlishor.s. Verna- 
cular books which gratify the popular taste for romance 
or religious mysticism, also command a sale. Other 
books than these no body will pay f^r, » To the culti- 
vated Eulopean a good book is as much an essential of 
life as the bread he eats or the tea he drinks. The 
cultivated Indian who views a good book in the same 
way is a rare person. For this reason, among others, a 
literary life will not be successful in India. A political, 
life will also be an impossibility so long as Government 
is not representative. 

p 
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The one fact, above all others, which constitutes 
what is called the “success” of Kristo Das Pal, is his 
elevation to the Legislative Council of India. Any- 
thing short of a Membership of the Supreme Council 
would not have made him nearly as distinguished as 
he was. So many unworthy, or ratlier worthless, men 
have been appointed Honorary Magistrates, Fellows 
of the Calcutta University and, even. Members of 
the Bengal Ldjgislative Council, that to be put in the 
same category with these recipients of honour is not* 
always a distinction. Membership of the Viceregal 
Council is, however, still a thing of honour ; and how 
did Kristo Das obtain it? Fortunately, Lord Bipon 
was Governor-General of India ; the Bengal Tenancy 
Bill was under consideration; the idea occurred to 
Lord Bipon that he must appoint a representative 
of tiie Zemindars, and that he could get a represent- 
ative in no better way than by asking the British 
Indian Association to choose one ; and the Britisl^ 
Indian Association had the good sense and the generos- 
ity to choose Kristo Das Pal as its representative. 
Can all this combination of circumstances be regarded 
as the necessar/ result of the abilities and j^he work 
of Kristo Das Pal? If not, his appointment to the 
Supreme Council, which is a most material part of 
|iis ^'success,” will inspire little hope in men as deserv- 
ing as Kristo Das. Bepresontative Councils, when 
they come to exist, will inspire some hope. 



CHAPTER IV. 

KRISTO DAS PAL AS A WRITER. 

Kri&to Das wrote very good English. An Anglo- 
Indian newspaper observed : “ No native of his gene- 

ration possessed such a wide idiomatic command of 
English,”* meaning, probably, such a wide command 
of idiomatic English. Very nearly to the same effect, 
an Anglo-Indian gentleman of education and position 
writes : The old race of native writers, who were 

masters of pure, polished and idiomatic English, ap- 
pears to have died out with Kristo Das Pal.”i* Indeed, 
the latter opinion is nearer the truth than the former. 
There were several of Kristo Das’s contemporaries who 
wrote as good English as he, and some of them wrote 
better than he. But educated Bengalees of the pre- 
sent generation are not nearly as good writers as the 
“ old race of native writers.” The writing in which 
Kristo Das excelled was of the sober, simple, business- 
like kind. He never attempted fine writing, and he 
does not ,seem to have been equal io *it. The best 
specimens of his writings arc to be looked for not in the 
columns of the Hindoo Patriot but in his minutes and 
memorials. To w^rite a good, neat, effective leader 
requires sometimes a delicacy of touch, a fineness of 

* The Englishman, 25th July, 1884. 
t Mr. G. A. Stack (Professor, Presidency College, and Editor, 
Caleutta "Review) in Uoncord for January 1887^ 
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the aesthetic sense which Kristo Das does not seem 
to Itave possessed. The rare and casual efforts he made 
to write/* beautifully,” were not, as a rule, successful. 
His writings in the Hindoo PatHot were characterised 
by good sense, breadth of view, and logical power, but 
seldom by superior artistic merit. He talked prose 
all his life without ever having 'discovered the fact. 
In his other writings than journalistic, Kristo Das 
showed a high degree of skill. He never wrote a 
book, and wrote onW two or three essays in his earlier 
^years ; but lie wrote a large number of minutes, memo- 
mnda, and memorials, and these he wrote exceedingly 
well. Where he had to collate facts, to manipulate 
figures, to assail premises or conclusions, to tabulate 
results, to a<lvance arguments, to cite authorities, to 
expose inconsistencies and detect fallacies, he was in 
his element. He used the simplest forms of expression 
but avoided colloquial vulgarisms. He employed but 
little the arts of rhetoric in his maturer years. His 
style was lucid, logical, unpretentious. There was 
no affectation about the man or his style. Kristo Das 
deserves credit for his simple, accurate, vigorous writing. 
Fine writing mncre quickly secures the approbation of 
the multitude than plain writing does ; it is more 
attractive to the oriental mind ; its charms are more 
readily observed. The beauty of a simple style is 
very tardily appreciated, --appreciated only by the ma- 
*ture judgment of the practised writer and the judi- 
cious critic. One may go further and observe, that 
in the life of a nation, as in the life of an individual, 
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love of the ornate style precedes love of the simple. 
It is probably an illustration of the law in accordance 
with which love of the ornamental precedes love of 
the useful. Just as the young man overloads his 
style with gaudy ornament which his mature judgment 
disapproves, so the rhetorical writing of one generation 
is looked upon with cold inditference by the sober, 
practical writers of the next. Kristo Das resisted the 
temptations of all that kind of style vjbich is called 
smart or racy, ornate or brilliant. In electing to write 
easy natural prose, he took a step clearly in advance 
of his time.s. In bis day, and even in our day, a 
native of India who wrote simple English would get 
110 reputation for learning, at any rate among bis 
countrymen. The learned man is expected to imprint 
some of his learning upon every line he writes ; and 
no writing makes an impression upon the common herd 
>vhich is not elaborate, gaudy, and rich in allusion. 
The full meaning of English words is seldom appre- 
fieiuled by a native of India with the same precision with 
which cultivated Englishmen apprehend it. English 
words, even the commonest, are more suggestive to 
an English ear than they are to the ludmn ear. Con- 
sequently, if a certain number of w^ords will convey 
an idea to the mind of an Englishman, a larger number 
of words will generally be needeii to convey tho same 
idea to the mind of an Indian. What is deficient 
in quality has to bo made up by quantity. Words* 
have to be piled on words. Therefore, writing 
which seeks to influence Indian readers comes to 
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be verbose. In the next place, if one form of words 
will produce an impression of a particular degree 
of vividness on the English mind, a highly colouicd 
form of the same language will be necessary to 
produce an ecpially vivid impression on the Indian 
mind. Hence an ornate style comes to be in 
fashion. The Indian palate relishes no food unless sti- 
mulated by curries and condiments, and the Indian iu- 
telleot interests itself in no discourse »vhich is not ■ 
soaked in rhetoric. A style like that of Kristo Das 
is not, however, suited to all j)urposes. It was suited 
to his purposes and his business which were practical. 
In dealing with political topics of the da3% with hard 
matters of fact, there was no occasion, no necessity, for 
writing in the style of the novelist. The critic* pre- 
viously referred to rightly observes : “ Young Bengal 
has gone in for oratory instead of literature, forgetting 
that a style which may be very suitable to a platform 
oration is not at all suitable in a leading article. The 
articles in Anglo-Native journals are made up to agrerft 
extent of notes of admiration and notes of interroga- 
tion and notes of exclamation. They are also painfully 
wanting in thjjt gyrnmetry which is the soul of effec- 
tive literary treatment within the brief anfl definite 
limits of a. leading article.” Kristo Das always wrote in 
a style appropriate to the subject-matter in hand, and 
did not go out of his way to indulge in declamatioi\ 
^or imaginative scene-painting. 


* Mr. G« A Stack writing in Concorde 
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In the art of writing, Kristo Das got material help 
from his European teachers and in particular from 
Mr. Kirkpatrick and Mr. Sullivan. They took especial 
interest in him and guided his studies. He had the 
advantage of being under teachers who were not only 
learned men, but practical men of the world, skilled 
writers, and earnest and sympathetic instructors. Cap- 
tain D. L. Richardson was a well known man of letters. 
Captain Harris was known to be a good writer and was 
editor of the Morning Chronicle, Captain F. Palmer 
was distinguished as a scholar and as a writer. These 
were the .men who taught Kristo Das, not in that cold, 
formal way which has now become common, — professor 
and pupil scarcely ever exchanging a word, and the 
professor only dictating “notes,” — but with a lively, 
personal interest in the proper education of the youth 
committed to their charge. Mr. Kirkpatrick looked 
over his exercises, directed his private study, and Kselected 
books for him from the Calcutta Public Library. “There 
is nothing which spreads more contagiously from teacher 
to pupil than elevation of sentiment : often and often 
have students caught from the living influence of a 
professor, a contempt for mean and selfish objects, 
and a noble ambition to leave the world better than 
they found it, which they have carried with them 
throughout life. In these respects, teachers of every 
kind have natural and peculiar means of doing with 
effect, what every one who mixes with his fellow-beinjgs 
or addresses himself to them in any character, should 
feel bound to do to the extent of bis capacity and 
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opportunities/'* la the case of Kristo Das it is easy 
to see that elevation of sentiment did spread contagious- 
ly fir)in his teachers to him, and that he caught from 
tlieir living influence a contempt for mean and selfish 
objects and a noble ambition to leave the world better 
than he found it. Several of his teachers were dis- 
tinguislied journalists, and he wanted to be a journalist 
himself He wanted to be a Man and a Patriot and 
to leave posterity in his debt. His earliest writings 
appeared in the Morniny Chronicle, and he received 
ample encouragement from its editor. Beyond the circle 
of his teacliers, the man who gave him tlie greatest help 
ill acquiring powers of writing was Hurrish Chunder 
Mukerjea, the founder of the Hindoo Patriot. The 
articles which Hurrish Chunder wrote have never been 
surpassed in this country in point of literary form, 
Kristo Das looked upon him as a master. But it was 
not only his friends and teachers who formed his style. 
There were the critics. The Anglo-Indian journalists 
were severely critical ; and criticism always improves 
literature. VaniUis Vanitatum was probably the 
earliest piece of criticism which Kristo Das endured ; 
it was certainly jioJ the last. Superadded to^ friends, 
teachers and critics, there was the system under which 
Kristo Das was brought up and which favoured the 
acquisition of the English language and literature. 
The Calcutta University has not produced any men 
wlio, in point of literary or historical knowledge or 
powers of writing, could be compared to tlie best pro- 


* John ^toart Mill. 




Ohap. IV. 


i^llISTO DAS I'AL AS A WIUTKK 


57 


ducts of the old system. Not ‘ thoroughness * but 
‘ shallowness * is the word inscribed on the portals* of 
our University : and it is matter for national congra- 
tulation that men like Kristo Das Pal and Dwarka 
Nath Mitter had never any occasion to entei* those 
poiltals. 

The most important factor remains tu be mentioned 
and that is Kristo Das himself. Friends, teachers, 
critics, system, cannot do for a man what must bo done 
by the intellect and the character of the man himself. 
Kristo Das was an apt student. He was “Euphues.” 
His discourse read at the Hare Anniversary Meeting 
ill 1855 had defects of style; but for a boy of seventeen 
it was a highly creditable performance. His early 
contributions to journals, and his youthful exercises 
in debate, exhibited a literary ta.ste, a knowledge of 
grammar and an amplitude of reading which many 
a Bengali graduate might envy. He was an assiduous 
student to the end of his days ; and if he was a good 
writer at the age of twenty-three when he became 
editor of the Patriot, he could not help being a better 
writer as years passed on. Reading improves a man’s 
powers of writing; but not any reading. If a man 
writes nothing but English and reads nothing but Latin 
and Greek, his wanting will not probably be a good 
specimen of a chaste, Saxon style. Nor will a man 
improve his English style by constant reading of 
German literature. For general culture, a wide course 
of reading is necessary. It may include a great deal 
of ancient and modern literature, a great deal of 
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science and art. To be a good writer of modem 
English prose, however, one need not continue ency- 
clopaedic study or dive deep into the past. Nutriment 
must be suited to the waste occasioned by exercise. 
The intellect which seeks to create poetry must feed on 
poetry, and that which seeks to produce prose must 
nourish itself on the best works in prose. The journal- 
ist who seeks to write well must read the best mod- 
ern journals and books. Hurrish Chunder Mukerjea 
and Kristo Das Pal wrote well, not simply because they 
read what should have been read, but l>ecause they did 
not give themselves much trouble about philology and 
literary antiquities. They were wise in their adoption 
and wise in their rejection. An educated Englishman 
whose tastes are literary, comes to acquire a good Eng- 
lish style, though his reading may not be select ; but 
a native of India must be careful. With all possible 
advantages of nature and education, a native of India 
may fail to acquire a good style not only by reason of 
deficiency, but also by reason of excess, of learning.' 
ludiscriminatenesB of reading is fatal, unless one 
can, by sheer strength of will, resist the impressions 
likely to l>e ma^e^on the mind by bad, antiqyiiated, or 
uncongenial modes of style. An Englishman* imbibes 
modern English from the atmosphere about him ; a 
native of India has to acquire it by conscious, elabor- 
ate efforts. Therefore, modern English books have 
tp him a special value, if he wants to write well. The 
reading of Kristo Das in his years of manhood was 
not desultory, but deliberate j it was discriminate ; and 
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it was directed to the end, primarily, of acquiring use- 
ful, practical knowledge, and, in a subordinate degree, 
of forming style. 

Style, it has been well said, is the man himself. It 
is an expression of the writer’s character. This fact 
may be brought under the general law that Art bears 
the impression of character. Style reflects character 
precisely because it is a product of art. Science is 
universal ; its truths do not vary acconling to age and 
clime. The music, the painting, the sculpture of a 
nation, on the other hand, bear the stamp of its distinc- 
tive genius, and differ from the music, the painting, the 
sculpture of another nation. If there are any agree- 
ments, they are reducible to science. Science builds upon 
agreements. Art is particular, distinctive, irreducible 
to formulae, and, generally speaking, incommunicable 
by precept. It can only l>e learnt by practice. If in 
tlie^practice of a particular art, facts are discovered to 
stand in the relation of cause and effect, and to be cap- 
able of being classified, and explained by laws, those 
facts become the material of a science. Art, therefore, 
precedes science. Some arts have hitherto defied all 
efforts to reduce them to science. ^ Tjie art of writing 
is one* of them. In spite of scientific treatises on 
Grammar and Rhetoric, there exist no definite rules 
which may be mechanically applied to produce a good 
style in the same way as rules may be followed to pro- 
duce a chemical compound or ascertain the date of 
eclipse. The artist works more by instinct than by 
reasoning, relies more upon empiricism than scientific 
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induction. The cunning of his hand is all his own, and 
though it may be imitated and practised by sympathetic 
souls, It cannot be reduced to rules. Genius does its 
most valuable work, makes its happiest guesses, sees 
the direction of discovery, more in the rude ways of art 
than according to.tlie settled methods of mediate know- 
ledge which science teaches.^ The writer, like the po^t, 
is born, not made. A good style, like other works of 
art, flows not onlf from the intellect but from the feel- 
ings; and there go to the making of a good writer, 
not only grammar and vocables, logic and rhetoric, but 
richness of imagination, exuberance of feeling, a sense 
of beauty and fitness, an ear for harmony and, in par- 
ticular, for cadences. Therefore, the stjde is the man ; 
it is the visible embodiment of his mind and character. 
Practice of the art of writing is a discipline the value 
of which is seldom adequately recognised. Language 
is at once the cause and the effect of thought. It does 
not simply express thought. It determines and fixes 
thought ; it helps in the analysis of thought. Language 
is not only the pro<liict of the mind, but it reacts upon 
tite mind Clearness of ideas makes a perspicuous 
style ; and perspicuity, attained by sheer str^gth of 
will and by a love of the beautiful, contributes 
to cl^rness of ideas. Erroneous ideas, confidently 
'^Iteved in, have revealed their errors when set forth 
in language of formal precision and elaborate ininute- 
noss: The language of indignation or sympathy, used 
by accident or for affectation, evokes the feelings of 
which it is tlie fitting expression. The intelligent and 
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sensitive actor, repeating certain words, comes to feel 
as one who would naturally speak them. Progress of 
thought has often been arrested by the want of suit- 
able words to express particular ideas, facts, or rela- 
tions, and has been facilitated by the addition of .suit- 
al,»le words to the vocabulary of philosophy, science or 
art. The clothing of abstractions with distinct names 
has led to the fallacies of realism ; the use of one and 
the same word to express two distinct kleas, has, in ordi- 
nary minds, obliterated the distinction between the ideas; 
the use of more words than one to express one and 
the same idea, has led to the creation of distinctions 
without difterences, and has suggested unreal “ expla- 
nations” of phenomena, which are only disguised state- 
ments of the phenomena themselves. Such is the power 
of language. It is not only the slave but the master 
of thought. Language is articulate thought, thought 
rendered definite. If thought can at all exist without 
language, it exists in a vague, chaotic, nebulous form. 
It is language which rescues it from a fleeting, evanes- 
cent, undefined character, and gives it definiteness, 
fixity, stability. Language is thought evolved from 
the vague to the definite, from the loose to the coherent. 
The intellectual exercise of writing, therefore, is one of 
high value. The highest powers of construction, of 
methodical arrangement, of logical analysis, are called 
into play in the execution of a good piece of literary 
work. The piecing together of facts, the origination ’of 
ideas, the ordering of ideas, the rejection of crude con- 
ceptions and generalizations which crowd upon the 
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mind, the avoidance of obscure, inaccurate, ineffective 
modes of statement, the due observance of the quali- 
fications to which general propositions are subject, and 
of the conditions of a valid argument, all demand an 
intellectual vigour, vigilance and versatility which any 
body with the .slightest experience as a writer will not 
under-estimate. The purely artistic merits of a liter- 
ary performance demand other qualifications which 
have already been referred to. 

The literature of a people is the expression of its 
life. If a “ good book is the precious life-blood of a 
master spirit,” the totality of good books, called litera- 
ture, is the precious life-blood of all the select spirits 
of the nation. All that is spiritual in a nation, all 
that it has :^chieved or striven for by the “ thauma- 
turgic faculty of thought,” is reflected in its literature. 
Its searchings for truth and its yearnings for happiness, 
its political aspirations and its moral ideals, are all 
there. There is the voice which guided its counsels 
and shaped its destiny. There Is, in visible form, the 
life which humanity lives from age to age. The study 
of a literature, therefore, is the study of the people 
whose product it is. Appreciation of a literature is 
appreciation of the ideas, the habits, the work of the 
people. Assimilation of a literature is the assimilation 
of the ideas and modes of thought embodied in it. 
The sympathetic student of English literature, one 
wffo has imlnbed its spirit, is anglicised in thought. 
When a European scholar, learned in Sanskrit language 
and litemture^; is called a pundit, when an English- 
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man learned in Greek language and literature is called 
a Greeks and when one, not a Mahomedan, is, in conse- 
quence of his Persian learning, called a Mnnshi, there 
is an appnipriateness in the designation which has 
something more than a sentimental or humorous 
character about it. An Englishman who has nourish- 
ed * his mind mainly on Greek literature is become a 
Greek, not ethnically, of course, not in respect of 
political rights and duties, not neces£arily in religion 
or outward ways of life, but in the general cast and 
tenor of thought. His culture is Greek ; his criticism 
of life is Greek. The native of India whose culture 
is English, is, to all intents and purposes, an English- 
man ; he is English in the general cast and tenor of 
his thought. Such a one was Kristo Das Pal ; and 
the excellent English style he had at command marked 
him out as every inch an Englishman. The idioms of 
a language are characteristic of the people whose 
^language it is; they indicate to some extent the 
idiosynmi^ies of the people. The metaphors current 
among a people take their colour from the life and 
the associations of the people. And the proverbs of 
a people embody their worldly wisdofn, the concen- 
trated results of their experience. Every nation 
has its own idioms, its own metaphors, its own 
proverbs. Whoever has mastered the idioms, the 
metaphors, and tbb proverbs of a people and can use 
them naturally, has become, to a very large extent, 
intellectually assimilated to the people, naturalized in 
their territory. An Englishman thoroughly acquainted 
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with German literature and capable of writing German 
with ease and grace, is as much in intellectual sym- 
pathy vvith the Germans as with his own people. 
Literature imbues the mind with ideas ; practice of 
the art of expression completes the process of assimi- 
lation. A native of India who has largely read Eng- 
lish literature and has acquired the art of writing 
English, is intellectually akin to the Englishman ; and 
Kristo Das Pal^was such. He was English in thought 
and ill expression. He had the practical sense, the 
political insight, the unimpassioned nature of the cul- 
tivated Englishman ; and his style, in point of terse- 
ness, precision and sobriety, was tlioroughly Englisli. 



CHAPTER V. 

KHTSTO DAS PAL AS A SPEAKER. 

The true medium of communication between man and t 
man is language uttered by tlie living voice. Writing ^ 
is only symbolical speech.) The intellectual qualifica- 
tions of the speaker may, therefore, bo presumed to 
be the same as those of the writer. They are, no 
doubt, to some extent identical ; yet *1116 difierence 
between a speech and an essay is material. What 
constitutes beauty in the one is not necessarily' beauty 
and, indeed, may be a defect, in the other. Both are 
alike addressed by human beings to human beings ; 
but the circumstances under which they are addres.sed, 
and the purposes for which they are atldressed, differ. 
The speaker ^Ss present in his own proper person, in flesh 
and blood, before the men he addresses. The physical 
part of his performance is of nearly as much iin- 
^)ortance as* the intellectual. The personal appearance 
of the man, his voice, his gestures, the expression of 
his countenance, all impreas the audience nearly as 
much as the bare grammatical and logical meaning 
of his words. If the personal elements are favour- 
able, the meaning gains, if unfavourable, the mean- 
ing loses, in effect. The external conditions also 
determine the effect. If they are favourable, the 
effect is great The solemnity of tlie gathering, 
the splendour of. the hall, the brilliant illumination, 
the thrilling interest of the audience, the atmosphere 
surcharged with electricity, the echoing and re- 
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echoing cheers, — all bring to the speech an accession 
of power. Depressing aiul otherwise unfavourable 
conilitions take away all the life that there is in a 
speech. When a man speaks to other men, there is 
communion not only of soul with soul, but there is a 
physical relation established between speaker and 
listener. Eyes meet eyes; sound passes from mouth 
to ear; the expression of emotion evokes emotion. 
The good speaker, therefore, must possess certain 
physical qualiheations which* are not essential to the 
writer. He must also possess certain moral qualifica- 
tions, chief of which is self-possession. Even his in- 
tellectual accomplishments must l>e otnewhat different 
from those of the writer. He requires ready wit and 
brilliance ^ he may do without comprehensiveness and 
depth* Abstruse reasoning, prolonged reasoning, learn- 
txl references, are fatal to the success of a speech. »The 
listeners have to be kept in a situation of intellectual 
ease and comfort. Whatever puts a strain on tlmir 
faculties; kills their enjoyment and makes the speaker 
l>ore. The speaker seeks a momentary triumph ; ho wants 
a vote or a verdict in his favour. The writer hopes to 
produce permanent conviction. The speaker deals, as a 
jruie, with topics of the hour ; the writer is at Kberty to 
devote his energies to subjects of abiding importance 
Political topics may be dealt with in speeches ; matters 
of i^ilosophy, science, historical research or literary 
criticism, are fit material for written discaufsos. 

All sp^^hes are not of the same kind; noram aU 
writings of the same kind, There are speeches which 
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approximate to the character of essays ; and there are 
writings which are declamatory. The sermons addressed 
to a cultured congregation by a learned and philosophic 
eal divine, the exhortations of an accomplislied states- 
man to a learned senate, the verbal discourses of the 
scholar addressed to a body of scholars, are excellent and 
appropriate, precisely in so far as they are rich in the 
qualities of good writing, — in literary elegance, accuracy 
of expression, and compactness of ideas. A cultivated 
audience can bear a severer intellectual strain than a 
mob, and will, therefore, enjoy speeches which may be 
dull and fatiguing to a mob. Then again, in a speech 
addressed to a mob, the personal qualities of the speaker 
and ttie scenic accessories of the situation, are of greater 
moment than in a speech addressed to a cultivated 
body of men. Voice and action are always essential 
elements of a speech, but their impression on the 
educated is not so deep as on the uneducated who 
can scarcely distinguish good reasoning from bad. 

'^Kristo Das Pal spoke well as a senator. He hardly 
over addressed a mob; and it is doubtful if he could 
ever have succeeded in swaying the vulgar. He had 
a stately presence and a clear full*tqped voice, and 
was a nSaster of the art of elocution. But with all 
these advantages he would have failed with the mob, 
for he was not excitable and could not indulge 
in emotional displays; his demeanour was dignified, 
his tone sober, and be could not speak without 
reasoning elaborately. His speaking was of the 
biglier order, suited to a select audience. An English 
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critic* observes with truth that Kristo Das was ** one of 
the best writers and speakers ’* that Bengal had pro- 
duced and that when he was nominated to a seat in the 
Bengal Legislative Council, he speedily established hfe 
reputation as one oF the most skilful debaters in that 
body. His speeches show no trace of that looseness of 
thought and style which so often characterizes even the 
l>est eiforts of natives who express themselves in English. 
On tlie contrarj^, they are just as compact and logical 
as any which we might expect from a practised orator 
addressing Mr. Speaker.’* An Anglo-Indian news- 
paper f observed : “As a speaker he stood far ahead 
of any of his countrymen, and his utterances were, in 
many respects superior even to those of bis colleagues 
wliose im^^her tongue was English, and whose training 
bad been entirely British.” Similar is the jtidgment 
of ibe Sat tmluy Revieiv which wrote: “ Kristo , Das 
Babu reasons, debates, and delivers himself, very inuch 
like an intelligent Englishman. We may go farther 
and say that this gentleman has bettered his instruc-^^^ 
tors, and many a Topeewala would be glad, if on a 
platform or l>oard he could display the same fluency 
of diction, coipmand of argument, versatility, and 
fecundity of resource.” Mr. H, L. Harrison, speaking 
at the public meeting held on January 10, 1885, re- 
ferired in the following terms to Kristo Das .Pal 

* MVi Jdbii Miiod<»iald writii^ ina b<K^ called ** Pillars of the 
Binprl^. Sfcetelies of living Indiaii and Colonial Statastnen, 
Celebrities ai»d olBcials.” Edited^ with an introduction^ by T. 

II. K. London. ^ 

t Tkt Eny/hhimn, 25th July, 18^, 
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Often, after being fascinated by his marvellous 
fluency in a tongue which might be called a foreign 
tmigue to him were it not a tongue over wliicli Im 
possessed such a perfect command, — I say while ad- 
miring his marvellous fluency ♦and powers of declatna- 
tio*!,. I have found it my duty afterwards, no less than 
my pleasure, to read again the speeches which he hail 
delivered and to admire and study the wonderful skill, 
the art of concen4ing the art by which h^ would lead up 
his hearers step by step to the very points which he was 
prepared to make, by which he would succeed in imbuing 
his hearers with the enthusiasm which he himself felt, 
on the questions regarding which he was enthusiastic ; 
and lastly, to admire that faculty which he possessed — 
without which no one can claim to be a teal orator, — 
I mdan that faculty of seizing such opportunities, as 
circumstances might present, to divine, as if by a kind 
of inspiration, the sentiments of those whom he was 
^dressing, and of smzing the precise moment of say- 
ing the precise wordjiwhich would fan the enthusiasm 
of those he was addressing into a flame.^\ 

It is probable that Kristo Das Pal had not among 
his own pountrymen that reputation Tor powei-s of 
speaking which he had among Englishmen. Natives 
of India generally appreciate the emotional kind of 
oratory better than the argumentative kind ; they ap- 
preciate the speech of the demagogue better than the 
speech of the senator, the Irish style better than 
the English. Quiet humour they do not see; they 
do not see when a speaker makes a point;*’ but 
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violent declamation, scathing sarcasm, broad jokes, the 
elaboiatc demolition of an argument with pomp and 
circumstance, they fully appreciate. The same facts 
which account for the paxtcity of good judges of 
writing, account also for tjie paucity of good judges of 
speaking. In fact, the circumstances which would 
develop sound criticism of speeches arc even more 
scarce in India than the circumstances which develop 
correct ideas of( good writing. People in India may 
get access to the best English books ; they have almoe^ 
no opportunity of hearing the best English speakets. 
Their ideas 6f a good speech, therefore, differ evfen 
more widely than their ideas of good writing, from 
those of English critics. Kristo Das does not appear 
to have been regarded by the generality of his country- 
men as a superior kind of speaker. They like fiery 
speeches ; they want the speaker to be not only ani- 
mated but agitated. In his speeches as in his writings 
Kristo Dsb bad outstripped the standard of his country- ^ 
men. Set speeches he seldom made ; and when be did 
make them, as in replying to a toast at a trades’ din- 
ner, they were failures, for in those speeches he brought 
himself down Ito the level of the ordinal^, Indian 
declaimer. He excelled in delmte. He spoke with ^calm 
dignity and logical precision, and never employed 
unfair methods of warfare. His speeches like his 
writings produced their effect not by tricks of rheitoric 
fui by the abundance and accuracy of the ihformiition 
they contained and by the arguments they set fbrth' 
^ a speaker he was ^an age too eari^^ in litiia* 



CHAPTER VI. 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 

At the public meeting of January 10, 1885, Sir 
Stcuart Bayley, now Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
in moving a Resolution, gave an admirable analysis 
of some of the intellectual and moral characteristics 
of Kristo Das Pal. Referring to his |success in life, 
»^r Steuart said : “ It is hot easy in a few words to 
find an explanation of stich remarkable success. It is 
obvious that without great abilities to begin with, and 
without remarkable industry to second those abilities, 
such success wbuld have been impossible. But though 
his abilities and though bis industry were rare, yet they 
wer» not absolutely unexampled. But given those 
Rire gifts, I ask, what were those peculiar qualities 
\^hidi enabled him to attain, and to maintain during 
all h^s life, an absolutely unique position, not only in 
the admiration of his countrymen, but in the respect, 
regard ahd affection of all, of whatever nationality, 
Who came in contact with him ? Well, gentlemen, I 
cannot pretend to oRer an adequate explanation. In 
the course of the twenty years of my acquaintance 
with him I think the qualities in his character which 
principally struck me were — first, the admirable bal- 
ancelof his judgment ; and, secondly bis thorough sin- 
cerilfcy. By sincerity, I mean not only moral sincerity; 
wbUh is the duty of every good man, but I mean also 
meiital or intellectual sincerity— that quality which 
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I Makes you feel, in talking to a person, that bis opinion 
is the outcome of an independent mind, and not mere- 
ly tiio outcome of foregone prejudice or passion. To 
those Vjiialities I may add a third, which has already 
hcen alluded to, and that was his unfailing temper. 
As 1 say, I have known him for twenty years, and have 
never failed to admire the extraonlinary self-control 
with wliicli, whether in fighting a winning or a losing 
cause, and especially in ilie latter, which is far the 
more difficult o/' the two, he never for an instant for- 
got liiiiiself, never said anything which he need he 
sorry for.” 

The ability of Kristo Das Pal was unlike the ability 
of others of his countrymen. Natives of Bengal have 
displayed a capacity for language, for mathematics and 
the other tleductive sciences, for metaphysks, for tlieo- 
logy. They have seldom been remarkable for shrewd 
political insight, — the faculty for which Kristo Das 
Pal was most distinguished. A. great lawyer, ma(be- 
matician> or .religious teacher, would be a distinctively 
Indian genius, and exhibit national talent iij its 
highest development. A great deal of the aUlity 
of Kristo Das ^was of the Europec^n rather thai of 
the Indian sort. His aptitude was for polilihs. ;His 
articles were not, from a literary point of view, 
best that an Indian could write ; in fact, beitter 
artides have been written by his countiyinen; Shut 
t^itey were tl^e most practical and busiiiess4ike 
have over been written jk >his country. The writings 
of Hurridi^ CHun(kr Miikerjea buve been highly praikd 
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by Englishmen and Indians, and it will probably bo 
admitted that as regards style they were siiperibr to 
the writings of Kristo Das Pal. But as regards exami- 
nation of details, comprehensiveness of grasp, and prac- 
tical discussion of current political topics, the articles of 
Kristo Das were superior even to the writings of riurris]!i 
Chuhdcr. In dealing with the general principles of 
legislation and administration, with the rights and 
duties of Goverment and subjects, with^the grievances 
of particular individuals, Hurrish Chunder displayed 
admirable skill. Kristo Das was in his element in 
reviewing an Administration Report or a Financial 
Statement, in discussing Military Expenditure or the 
Bengal Tenancy Bill. His mind revelled in matters 
practical, in the details of subjects, repulsive, by their 
dryness, to the majority of' countrymen. A Bengalee 
youth, fresh from college, would write discourses on 
Burns or Shelley, on Freewill or Foreknowledge, on 
Female Education or Early Marriage. Kristo Das, at an 
age earlier than that of the average graduate of to-day, 
wrote on the Indian Mutiny and on the Relations between 
Indigo Planters and Ryots. At a still earlier age he 
discussed topics political in his capacity as a member of 
the Free Debating Club. When the mutiny ceased, it 
was he who suggested to older heads the idea of sending 
a congratulatory address to Government. His highest 
interest was in politics ; and be studied political topics 
in no dilettante spirit but with real earnestness. Hiit 
mind W’^as not repelled by dry details of facts, by the 
prosaic logic of figures. From details he rose to wholes, 




74 GteNteflAt CHAtlACTJBRIStlCS, CriAP. VI. 

and was remarkable not only for keen, microscopic 
inspertioii of mimitice, but also for broad, statesmanlike 
views. His countrymen, as a rule, decline to descend 
from wholes to details. 

Active, practical interest in politics has not only an 
intellectual but a moral aspect It is an interest which 
can only be felt by those who recognise the reality and 
the earnestness of life. He who has discovered that 
man is but a shadow and life a dream, will be occupied 
more with matters spiritual than with matters ter- 
restrial. The reality of life is better appreciated in 
Europe than in India ; and Kristo Das Pal, in so far as 
be recognised that reality, was more akin in tempera- 
ment to the European than to the Indian. The man- 
ner in whic^ he conducted his journal was more English 
than Indian. Journalists in India often resort, and in 
past times they resorted oftencr than now, to unworthy 
arts to secure public patronage. Kristo Das was above 
such arta He was uniformly sober and candid in 
criticism and w^ never consciously unjust. His un- 
fmliBg tenij^r was, as Sir Steuart Bayley observes, one 
of his chief characteristics. The temper of the Indian 
journalist is veiy often sorely tricil. If he happens to 
displease any man or class, not only is bis journal 
.^lackcdl by the irritated party but he is personally 
abused. His antece^lents, his pedigree, bis personal 
appeamnee, the details of his private life, are all laid 
under contribution for the purposes of satire. The 
taste of the people who read journals or any other 
kind of Mtmtiire iu India^ is so little cultivated that 
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they discover notbieg improper in this sort of satire ; 
they rather like it. An Anglo-Indian journalist 
answered an argument of Kristo Das Pal’s by calling 
him an " unctuous whale.” Such an answer was about 
as cogent as Dr. Johnson’s famous refutation of Berkeley. 
Kristo Das, even in dealing with the most dirty tricks 
of his opponents, never forgot himself, never lost his 
temper. 

Temper is a good index of character. | An uncontrol- 
led temper means predominance of the Emotions over 
the Reason ; a subdued temper means superior ration- 
ality. Self-restraint differentiates man from the brute, 
the civilised man from the savage. Explosiveness is 
the characteristic of the savage, deliberateness is the 
characteristic of the civilised man. As individuals or 
nations advance in civilisation, they acquire more and 
more self-control. Education is an artificial process 
of civilisation. It makes men more of men ; it trans- 
forms the barbarian into the gentleman. In so far 
as it succeeds in attaining these ends, it is a good 
education ; in so far as it fails, it is a Imd education. 
Brutes display ilieir anger by physical violence alone ; 
men may do so either by physic&l violence or 
by language, spoken or written. It is the object 
of true education to develop the distinctively hu- 
man attributes and to suppress, or, at any rate, to 
regulate the distinctively bmtal attributes. Indivi- 
duals, like nations, present an ascending scale ^ 
meekness and benignity. At the lowest point stands 
the untutored savage ready to hack and hew his fellow 
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hucnuQ being; at the summit are the great religious 
teachers of humanity, the emblems of love and sym- 
pathy and kindly feeling. Temper is one of the 
expressions of general character, and is one of its best 
tests. When, therefore, it is observed that Kristo Das-^ 
Pal wtis a man of uniformly unruffled temper in private 
as well as public life, let not the fact be hurriedly 
passed over as a casual or insignificant phenomenon. 
The settled serjpiiity of his soul was expressive of the 
whole man ; it was the most important feature of his 
character. It played the most important part in his 
life. It was that more than anything else which made 
him a leader of men. His intellectual attainments 
and abilities, and the favourable circumstances in 
^vhioh he WHS placed, would all have failed to give him 
influence in society if he had been fidgety, intolerant, 
and ready to break a lance on the least provocation. 
A smooth temper is nut one of the virtues for 
which tliie people of this country are remarkable. 
Indians are a great deal more sensitive, irritable, 
and explosive in behaviour tlian people of the 
west The lowest classes in all countries arc very 
much the same; but the cultivated and respectable 
cl^se^s in India, less accustomed to toleration, free 
el-fticism, apd individual liberty than the corresponding 
classes in England, are more prone than they to take 
;'p0^i|ice at the. slightest contradiction. This is one of 
reasons why os well 

ie India it does in England, and why so many 
clever and educated natives of India have failed to ac* 
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quire a social iufluence like that of Kristo Das. Never 
was the sobriety of Kristo Das Pal more strikingly 
manifested than when the legislative measure nick- 
named the Ilbert Bill was under consideration. That 
.^v.os a time when almo.st the whole country was in a 
state of frenzy. Englishmen and Indians were alike 
c;onvulse<l ; they dealt hard blows at each other ami 
won hi listen to no compromise. Most of them uttered 
words which probably they now regret, and even in 
the Council chamber language was used,^some of which, 
at the present day, can liardly Ik? rea<l without a 
blush. Kristo Das Pal was probably the only con- 
spicuous man who maintained his balance. His speech 
delivered in the Legislative Council with reference to 
the Bill must for ever remain a model of sober, 
dignified language, clothing the most exalted ideas 
of statesmanship and the most fervent sentiments 
of loyalty. Mr. Mark by, late a Judge of the High 
Court, Calcutta, thu.s wn>te about him after bis death : 

I believe that in himself he represented that feeling 
which he so well expressed in Council on the 9th of 
March 1883, which I have now before me, and when ho 
expresses confidonce in the ultimate justice of England, 
notwithstanding the regrettable events that were then 
passing around him. It required some courage to ex- 
press that confidence at that moment, and the one 
solitary satisfaction that one can derive from the 
struggle of the past year is that it drew forth sucIt* 
expressions of feeling. That struggle mu.st be renewed 
and again, until the principle is establi.shed 
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which we theu fought for, and so long as there are men 
like Krieto Das Fai who will carry on the struggle 
in his spirit, I am not afraid of any evil consequen- 
ces.” Mr: Markby here looks at the si>eech in its 
political aspect ; but it is important in another aspect, 
namely as evidence of the temper and the general 
habits of thought of Kristo Das Pah 

Kristo Das Pafs undisturbed equanimity, bis mode- 
ration, his quietness, instead of being admired, used 
to be condemned, by a large number of his country- 
men. Educated natives of India, especially the young 
men among them, found Kristo Das’s temperate 
criticism of public measuros a little too slow.” He 
could not keep pace with their intellectual nish. Uts 
}ierformat^68 were much too tame for the youthful 
section of this emotional people. Week after week he 
disappointed impetuous young men by bis sobriety. If 
any person bad attacked him in a newspaper, if Gov- 
ernmenthaAl introduced any objectionable measure, if 
a public officer had violated bis duty, sanguine people 
would expect Kristo Das to put forth his whole 
strength and demolish the obnoxious man or measure 
in furious styl^; and when they found that ignored 
all p^^rsonal attacks on himself and assumed a calm, 
J^icial tone in dealing with public topics, they were 
all disappointed, and some were provoked by his 
weakness they chose to call it. Kristo Das knew 
his ipoderation made him unpopular amongst 
a certain elass, that several of his readots wanted 
more ^ tire ” in his writings ; but tp please an^ 



Chap. VI. 


GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS, 


79 


body he never descended to declamation. His sense 
of justice and his large worldly experience made 
him careful in his estimate of men and things, lie 
knew how public men were liable to be misjudged, 
how easy it was for false reports to originate and to 
spr^d, how difficult it was to discover the real nature 
and the ultimate consequences of public measures, and 
how the views of men might be influenced by personal 
considerations. Without being a political philosopher 
he knew too well the laws of political life to be dis- 
mayed by the casual utterances, liowever unjust or 
unwise, of a single statesman, or by the enactment 
of a single law, however ill conceived. A man who 
is merely literary is apt to think that the of 
nations and empires depends wholly on writings and 
speeches. When such a man takes up a newspaper 
and reads a speech or an essay which he considers 
to be mischievous, he feels that unless he writes a 
reply the country will perish. He is excited ; and he 
writes his reply with the earnestness of the patriotic 
soldier fighting for his country. His writing must lie 
impassioned. The shrewd, practical man of the world, 
on the contrary, knows that the destinies of the world 
do not depend on leading articles and Government 
Resolutions. Nations and institutions die hard ; they 
can bear a great deal of stupid doctoring. In this coun- 
try, especially, where there is no continuity of Goveiii- 
ment or pt^cy, there is little cause of alarm, however 
dangerous the present symptoms may appear to be. 
A particular ruler may l>e reactionary, but his rule 
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IS short-lived and there need not be fear of permanent 
mischief, Kristo Das was a hopeful politician. He 
had confidence in the justice of the Knglish Govern- 
ment and in the elasticity of the Indian people. He 
believed that, somehow or other, matters would settle 
themselves in the right way, and there was no use 
being in a hurry or being excited. Ho did his work 
of criticism in a ([iiiet, Hensible spirit from day to day, 
fully believing^ that the best arguments would ulti- 
mately win the day. 

The men wlio were provoked by tlie moderation 
of Kristo Das did not hesitate to attribute to him a 
want of independence. They thought that Kristo 
Das abstained from trenchant criticism of public mea- 
sures because be was anxious not to offend the officials. 
The charge is absolutely unfounded. Kristo Das did 
criticise public measures in the ino.st vigorous way, and 
all officials knew him to be an uncompromising con- 
troversialist. He abstained from personal attacks, and 
he never imputed motives. He criticised measures as 
measures. Personal attacks are always more vigorous 
and exciting than the logical dissection of Bills, 
Minutes and Besoltitions ; but Kristo Das could never 
persuade himself to bo vigorous at the expense of honesty 
Md fair play. Hir Steuart Bayley is not the only 
vffiotRl who bears testimony to his independence. Sir 
Aiehard Temple writes* : “ Among the Native members 
[of the Bengal Legislative Council] the most useful 

* - » » 
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in my time was Kristo Das Pal, and if there was such 
a thing as the functions of a legitimate opposition, they 
were ordinarily exercisetl by him. The proceedings 
being conducted in English he was a good speaker, 
with a very correct pronunciation, and more fluency 
than most Englishmen ; as a debater, too, he was 
reaidy and acute. He was, on the wliole, next after 
Sir Madhava Rao, the best-informed Indian whom 1 
have ever known ; his assistance in legislation was 
really valuable ; and in public affairs he had more 
force of character than any Native of Bengal He 
belonged to a caste below that of Brahmin and was 
the editor of the Hindoo Patriot newspaper, published 
in English. This paper was the organ of the Bengal 
Zemindars, and was in the main sustained by them, 
but it had a large circulation otherwise both among 
Europeans and Natives, being conducted with inde- 
pendence, loyalty and learning." 

Hr. James Boutledge speaks* in plainer terms : “The 
Government acknowledged his rare merit No Govern- 
ment could ever buy his eloquence, which was both con- 
spicuous and practical, or divert him in the least from the 
path marked out by bis conviction.^ That Kristo Das 
Pal was independent, must be ackowledged by those 
who had watched his movements carefulljr. He was' 
not a man of feeble convictions ; he was fiiU of earnest- 
ness. Bis modersdi^ tone was the result of his anxious 


* In a letter addressed to the Mercmy ana Times^ 

under date Okmcester, August 19, 1984. 
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flesire tQ be just. He wap porsQnAUy inequajut^ wHl) 
many bigb Q0icia)s of lua d«y ggd know that l^oy gnd 
their actjons wore very often misnodentppd. When 
he came to sit in judgment oyer them he was carefu) 
to see that they had a fair trial. He haiqiened to 
know very often the facts which would pnt him in an 
attitude nf sympathetic criticism, and knowing aU the 
grounds of (lefbnce he could not he keen in his M^tack, 
It is ignorance which sharpens the edge of oritioismi 
Correct oriticiim m«st be well-informed, hut such 
criticism is (lisagreeably sober to the impulsive studmit 
of polities \ smart, sensational oriticisro is highly jmaed 
by the majority of readers, and such criticism derives 
its main strength from ignorance, |K.(isto Has Pal 
studied every important public question so thoroughly 
in idj its aspects, be knew so much of the men who 
decided the fate of questicms, that ho could net. like 
the mob, take always the most nneliantahle view of 
men and measures, or judge them only by ampearanoes. 
Added to this superior acquaintance with men «md 
affairs, there were the sense of justice and the haWt 
of self-eontrol which accounted for that medcratinn 
which reckless ^ritios called half-heaitieduesii, i^d which 
they atiphuled to a want ef independence- iUchard 
<^tm;!tht late Chief Justice of the High Court of Cal- 
cutta, observed* with truth ; " To my mind* it was ope 
rmmnFhahle trait in this man* the , wondeHkl taet, the 
-l^imice and the temper which be displayed andmr the 

* At the Public Hening of. January to, Ifft- 
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most trying circumstances. However keenly he may 
have felt, however vigorously or eloc^uently he may 
have defended his own position in any matter, be 
could speak and write on the most burning questions 
in the Council Chamber or in his journal, with an 
amount of good temper, and fairness, and moderation 
which was an example to all public men.” Not imbe- 
cility, indifference, or servility, but a strong sense of 
justice, a calm, judicial temperament, a capacity and a 
readiness to ascertain facts and judg4 upon evidence, 
were the true reasons of his moderation. Never in the 
whole course of his public life was Kristo Das found to 
be a trimmer. Not a single instance could be found 
where he made an ignominious attempt to sell his 
conscience. In 1877 when the title of Bai Bfdiadur 
was conferre^f on Kristo Das Pal, he acknowledged 
the bondur in the following terms in the Hindoo 
Patriot : " We are not a little surprised to find our 
own name among the Rai Bahadurs. If we may 
be allowed to be light-hearted on such a solemn sub- 
ject, may we ask what dire offence did we commit, 
for which this punishment was reserved for us. We 

have no ambition for titular distinctions 

We are* certainly grateful to the Government for this 
token of appreciation and approbation of our services, 
but if we bad had a voice in the matter, we would have 
craved the permission of our kind and generous rulers 
to leave us atone and unadorned, following the foot- 
steps of those honored, illustrious Englishmen, by whose 
side we are but pigmies, who have preferred to remain 
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without a handle to their names.” Dr. Johnson would 
scarcely have written anything more saucy than this. 
The more we look into the details of the life of Kristo 
Das, the more we are convinced that independence, 
rather than the want of it, was his chief characteristic. 
It is prolxibly not to be wondered at that among his 
bitterest detractors were men who were them8elve.s 
remarkable for meanness. As they knew nothing of 
the men and events they discussed, as they had no re- 
putation to los%, as they had something to gain by a 
display of savagery, they could write fiercely, and fancy 
they were exhibiting independence. Placed in res- 
ponsible situations, vested with power and dignity, 
brought into intimate personal relations with high 
ofhcialaj they would have sunk into the lowest depths 
^ If they bore ill will to any ofKcial they 

would expect Kristo Das to rate him severely, and 
if he refused to satisfy their grudge they would begin 
to bear ill will to Kristo Das himself, and charge 
him with want of independence. Several of them 
in accusing him of various imaginary foults acted 
like the Athenian who voted for the ostracism of 
Aristides* because he was tired of hearing him caUeil 
Hie Just; some others became his enemies '"because 
ho could find no appointments for them. IWre 
have been respectable men who systematioally cringed 
to him to secure appointments or intn^hctiohs to 
and who, when their object failed^ , as 
maticall^ rOVUed him. His colleagues on the ilunicipsi 
Board ^ and;: in the, Legislative OoiincUa admired hia 
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independence, but the lickspittles and turncoats of 
society, the fashionable idlers who seek appointments 
and do not deserve them, the fire-eaters who revel in 
brutality, were rcad^’' to charge him with weakness 
and subserviency. In his later days his position was 
soJiigh and his influence in society so great that 
instead of his courting official favour there was reason 
for the highest officials to seek hia support. At the 
present moment the men who are high^ enough to dis- 
pense with the patronage of a Municipal Chairman are 
extremely scarce. 

Tenacity of purpose was one of Kristo Das’s lead- 
ing characteristics, and it was remarkable all the more 
by reason of its rarity among Bengalees. Impatience, 
desultoriness, j|^ghtines8, arc among the chief defects of 
the Beingalee character. Scarcely any Bengalee except 
Kristo Das Pal could have edited a journal for tvventy- 
three consecutive years with unabated energy and worked 
for an association for alxuit the same period. Men work 
steadily in tbeir trade or profession, to earn a liveli- 
hood and to become rich. Practice of the trade or 
pix)fe8sion, after some experience, becomes mechanical, 
and does^ not make fresh demands on energy or origin- 
ality ; it hardly exercises the feelings at all. Devotion 
to the service of the public has seldom any permanent 
charms for |he Bengalee. It may attract him in 
his youth, but he soon gives it up. Love of money 
increases witb age. It is not considerations of money 
edone which withdraiw a man from such work as 
that of the journalist. The work itself proves to* 
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be dull and tedious. It has very little of personal 
interest in it ; its results are too remote. Q'be journal- 
ist or the secretary, after twenty years of agitation, may 
see one little idea accomplished. It is not everybody 
that can trust to time and the medicating force 
of nature ; but Kristo Das had learnt to work 
and wait. Through good report and evil, under all 
conditions of health, amid all fluctuations of domestic 
peace, in every phase and variety of circumstance, be 
worked on, boldly and steadily, clinging to the post 
he had chosen early in life. He never made any eifort 
to get rid of his troubles and seek a smoother life. 
He rejected offers of Government Service. He took 
interest in liis work and retained bis youthful seal and 
energy to the last. Many men of abilities have had 
their prospects marred by sheer fidgetiness; Kristo 
Das was saved by his steadiness. A great deal of his 
success in life which is erroneously attributed to bis 
intellectual superiority, was really due to bis regulated 
temper and his steady-pulling diligence.” He was 
no mere sheet-lightning but could “ condense hitilself 
into thunderbolts.” 

Ei^lishmen may find some difficulty in apfU^iating 
Kristo Das*s labours as a journalist. He was no mete 
" editor ” in the sense in which men are “ e<Utots ” of 
Engli^ journals. He was the whole “ gtaff ” of hie 
popm The English editor only edits the coatribu* 
tiofns of other people, but Kristo Das, like many other 
Indian journalists, had no regular contributors to 
aid him, and wrote nearly the whole of fats paper. 
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iN^hrM ‘ohiy slight ahd caisual as^stancci. Even 
as a yduRg man be had the whole bruht of the 
laboh# thrown kpoh him. When the paper was placed 
in hts hands, it Was tinderStood that sohie men would 
help him ih his editorial work, but these men after 
giving him fitful assistance for a short time left him 
to take care of himself. At fio period of his life did 
he get arfy assistance wotih the name. In his later years, 
wheii his health was breaking down, he used to com- 
plain of want of support. Mr. B. M. ^lalabari* bears 
the following testimony : “ We saW nearly three years 
ago that the Patriot Was being sadly overworked. We 
more than once heard him deplore the want of co- 
operation from amongst the educated class, as be sat 
oil the floor scribbling his articles on the pahn of bis 
hand,*’ tlmt is, of course, on paper resting on the 
pahn of hts hand. How many English editors are 
ready to work under such conditions ? Yet the articles 
he wrote were not, as regards practical sense and logical 
reasomng, inferior to the articles which appear in 
English journals. Members of the “educated class*’ 
very often succeed in educating thCmseWes into a 
complete inactivity. It is only a few* who are able 
or willing to write ; and they are greatly overworked. 
Kristo Das had not only to write his paper unaided, 
Imt to write all documents for the British Indian As- 
sociatfon, and to write minutes as a member of the 
Legislative Oottncils and of the committees on which 


* In Itidian 27tb July 1884. 





88 


GlilNJCRAL UltAllAGT£!Rl8rlC8. 


0h 4^. Vi; 


lie might have had to sit He ivrote petitions for 
men who came to him with grievances. He was one 
of the active workers of society and not one of that 
degVade<l class which seeks to acquire literary fame by 
employing the brains of others. Englishmen are hardly 
aware of the number of literary impostors in native 
Indian society. To pose as an orator by reproducing 
a speech committed to memory is a traditional kind 
of imposture which, if not sanctified, seems to have 
been condoned, by the usage of almost every country ; 
but where a man delivers a speech composed by some- 
body else, or professes to be the author of a book or 
dtber writing whicli is not his own, be perpetrates a 
fraud which it is difficult to excuse. There are res- 
{lectable natives of Bengal, who have earned a cheap 
j*eptitatiob by committing fraud of this description. 
Shrewd, well-informed Bengalees, of whom, hoi^ever, 
the number is very small, ai-e not misled by shams ; 
but Englisbmeii are very often deceived. Men have 
been known to get appointments upon the strengtli 
of literary productions not their own : and even in 
the Legislative Councils men have been known to 
shine with bonpwed lustre. It is not long, however, 
that a sham can exist undetected. If the* literary 
che^t is foolish enough to write much or speak often, 
he is sure to be found out. The existence dT ambitious 
fools throws iipon the capable members of d)etety, 
espepiidly upon such as are of an obliging natuie, a 
!o*rge anioant of work in addition to tbek own. Kristo 
Das bad been brought up in habits of siricti literary 
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honesty. His youthful exercises in speaking and 
writing may have been good or they may have been 
bad, but they were bis. No journalist can impose 
upon people for any appreciable length of time, for 
a journalist has to write so much . that his real merits 
as a writer cannot long remain concealed. Nor can 
a" debater rely upon other men’s eloquence or his 
own memory, for he cannot anticipate with precision 
the arguments which he will have to answer. 

The manner in which Kristo Das Pal conducted 
liis journal gave evidence not only of his versatility 
and habits of industry but also of intellectual, powers 
of a very definite character. He was the only native 
of India who could make figures interesting ; he was 
one of the very few natives of India who could master 
complicated subject in all its details. The faculty 
of analysing, comparing and digesting, he possessed 
in a highly developed form. He was at his best, 
not so much in discussing general principles as in 
dealing with the details of a large measure. The 
quickness wdth which be mastered facts and dis^ 
covered their bearing upon one another, the com* 
prehensiveness of his survey, the readiness with which 
he took advantage of the weakness of his adversary, 
all marked out Kristo Das as a man of singular 
power and tact. The a priori style of argument he 
never cared to employ. The intellectual characteristics 
of Hurrish Chunder Mukerjea were somewhat differ* 
ent from those of Kristo Das Pal. Hurrish was steeped 
iu the moral and political philosophy of Beutham 
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and had acquired bis methmi^ — the methed of 
detail ” which breaks up a whole into parts, resolves 
the. al)stract into the cotierete, dissects the meaning* 
of wordS) phrases and formulae, and makes them con- 
form to the facts, relations and distinctions which 
exist in life and nature. The articles written in his 
liappiest style were those in which he dealt with general 
principles of government, with the rights and duties of 
sovereign and subject, and of Zemindar and ryot, with 
the moral aspects of conquest and annexation, with the 
claims of individual liberty, with the despotism of influ- 
ential persons or classes, and with the ratio'nalB of peOal 
laws. Armed with the destructive* weapons of Jeremy 
Bentham, and, for construction, furnished with the 
utilitarian prinetple and its deductions, he approached 
pul^c questions in a consistent attitude and dealt 
with them in an effective way. His strength lay in 
the new revelation. His cast of thought w^os Beu- 
tharnic. , The faculty of Kristo Das was of a different 
order. His store of general principles was small ; be 
had no philosophy at his back. Nor was there the 
same oooasion in bis day to discuss general principles 
as there! was m the days of Hutrish^ Some of the 
most important principles had been already estublish- 
ed ; and Her Majesty’s Gracious Proclamation of 1858 
marked the eommencement of a new political era in 
India. Kristo Das was unequal to an abstract dis^ 
cue^o&; as a writer he was distinctly inferior to Hur* 
rilsh Chun^r ; in dealing with a large mass of de- 
tails^ in liaiidling practical sclfcines and measures and 
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systems, he was distinctly superior If Hurrish was 
a jurist, Kristo Das was a practical statesman. Hut- 
rish was mainly destructive, Kristo Das could not only 
demolish a political measure, but substitute one in 
its place. 

As regards these intellectual characteristics Kristo 
Das stands absolfttely umrivalled in Bengal. There 
have l>een good writers, good speakers, ingenious critics 
in Bengal ; there have been lawyers, doctors, matbc- 
inaticians, ascetics and devotees ; Imt there has never 
been a man who has displayed, in anything like the 
same measure as Kristo Das, tl»e power of master- 
ing complicated systems of administration and volu- 
minous documents dealing with details of political life*. 
The indimtry which acquired facts and the memory 
which retained them were remarkable but were 
exceptional; other men have employed those powers 
in other directions. An Anglo-Indian newspaper* ob- 
soived with perfect tnith, though in an ungracious 
way, that Kristo Das “ was never ashamed to be practi- 
cal The glorious jiast of Arj'avarta, or the freedom 
awaiting her did not divert him from the common- 
place details of the business, whatever it was, that 
lie had in hand, and the paper which he conducted 
was consequently quite on a different footing from 
any other journal of its class in its treatment of public 
subjects; It was the same quality which secured him 
his success in private life as in public.’' Kristo Das 


* Tke Ptonijer, Sdth July, 1884, 
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hardly ever wrote upon a subject unless he had 
accpiainted himself with all its details and matured 
his judgment upon it He was differently constituted 
from those journalists who are not staggered by want of 
information, and who can hammer out a single fact or 
idea into a long and rhetorical leading article. He had 
nothing in common with those youthful philosophers 
who, in their contributions to the vernacular magazines 
of Bengal, dismiss in a few lines whole systems of 
thought and summarily settle the gravest problems of 
life and mind. 

While one is bound to admire the talent which 
enables a man to write a journal all by himself and 
to study difficult political topics, one cannot admit 
that the wrk of the journalist gives the most wholesome 
exercise to the mind. Work such as that of Kristo 
Das slowly kills the body and the mind ; it is an 
miormous drain on the energies. It does not develop; 
it exhausts. It allows no leisure, and thus takes away 
otic large class of opportunities for reflection and re* 
search. It ties the mind down to the topics of the 
day, however insignifleant, and offers scant focilities 
for attending to subjects of permanent inteci^t. The 
work of Kristo Das was especially arduous and 
fatiguing ; but it is necessary to observe that all 
regular journalistic work tends ultimately to injure the 
higher faeulties of the worker. Intellectually, the 
jourbaH^ lives from hand to mouth. He does not 
know to-^ay what he will write to-moirow, unless the 
to{Hcs of the day involve some great question of prin- 
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ciple. E^icb day brings its own work ; the day passes, 
and its questions are swept into oblivion. All jbiima- 
listic work^ therefore, is more or less of a desultory 
character. Results are not commensurate with labour. 
The journalist takes several days to read a Report ; he 
reviews it in a clever leading article. The article is 
admired. Next day the Report and the article are for- 
gotten, and something else has to be written. In other 
words, there is great waste of power. What is the good of 
putting down the soundest ideas in the best language, 
if neither the ideas nor the language will aiTest atten- 
tion for more than a* day ? An article, however good, 
cannot be published in one and the same newspaper 
from day to day or week to week ; nobody will read 
it more than once. Yet the article may contain truths 
good for all time, and may be more valuable than many 
a book which is to be found in men’s libraries. To 
write a good leading article is to bury good thoughts 
and good language in an obscure corner and to abandon 
air chance of their resurrection. Therefore, there is 
very little incentive to exert one’s highest powers to 
write an article for a •newspaper; if the powers are 
exercised, they are almost wasted. The mind has to 
skip from*subject to subject and is not allowed to dwell 
permanently on the subject in which it is most interested. 
There is another evil. If the mind has already dis- 
charged its ideas upon a particular subject in one or 
two articles, there is nothing left to write upon that 
subject ; and yet the exigencies of journalism some- 
times require that something should be written for 
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soma length of time. A man eannot create ideas 
whenever he likes, and if be is compelled to write when 
he has’ nothing worth writing, his writing must be 
indifTerent The journalist, tied down to current top- 
ics, and compelled, at all risks and hazards, to write 
something upon some subjects in some fixed time, is 
subjected to a species of intellectual and moral de- 
terioration which, though it may not be noticed by 
others, must be felt by himself if he is at all intro- 
spective. There are men, however, who are more in- 
terested in current topics than in anything else, and 
Kristo Das was probably one of such men. Unless be 
really liked his work he could not liave persisted in 
it so long and done it so well. He threw himself into 
it with Ins whole might His admirers may be in- 
clined to regret that so much talent and industry 
should have been consumed by mere journalism, but 
when we remember that he himself enjoyed journalis- 
tic life and complained only of being overworked, 
we need hardly be sorry that he turned his energies 
in the direction he did. The quantUy of work he 
had to do was too much for a single individual, but 
the i^turcoffthis work^id not evidently ^pear. un- 
suitable to him. Difference in quantity, however, is 
mateiiak The work of an English journalist who 
simply guide% shapes and selects, may not be exhaust- 
ing or demoralising, and may indeed be bracing. The 
Eagtish prm is probably the best in the world. A 
great deal of admirable work is done, precisely because 
there are so many competent men to do it. Tim work 
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is inreU tloQC, Atul tbo men ai'e not killed ; but in India 
cimtim^tances am different, 

The dUitinguished career of Kristo Das Pal is a 
strange ootnmentai^' on the judgment of unfitness 
pronounced upon him by Mr, Latour, Dfstriet J udge of 
Twenty-four Perganas, Mr, Datonr hsts been forgotten, 
er Ife'is remembered only as the official who dismissed 
Kristo Das ; and the young man who was deemed 
incompetent to be a translator in Mr. Latour’a Court 
lived to be one of the greatest men of the country. 
The memory of Kristo Das will be cherished not only 
by Indians but also by a large class of Eoglishmen. 
There is no reason to wonder, however, This is not 
the only instance illustrative of the irony of fate by 
which wen rebuked for incompetence in early life have 
proved themselves to be men of rare gifts. It is not easy 
to read a human being correctly. Men whose ideas 
have been narrowed by the exclusive pursuit of some 
one hind of work are especially unht to form true 
judgments of the intellectual worth of persona The 
mere lawyer is apt to think that the best lawyers are 
the greatest of men. and that he. who cannot construe 
a deed must be . a fool, The bureaucrat i^es fami- 
liarity with the office routine to be the true test 
of ability ; the writer sets store on powers of writing, 
the sp^er on powers of speaking. The poet cannot 
excuse one who is not imaginative, the philosopher baa 
no patience with one who is not reileotivet, The ten- 
dency oi the average critic is to think well of no 
man who is not, in some way or othw', an image of 
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the critic himself. It is only by a breads liberal 
culture, a large experience of men and the world, and, 
above all, by a consciousness of his imperfections, 
that a Amn can take a correct view of types of intellect 
and character different from his own. 

Intellectual powers like those of Kristo Das mature 
very slowly, are not developed by mere academic edu- 
cation, and are imperfectly tested by competitive 
examinations. Worldly experience and the world^s 
work bring them out and develop them. I'hey are of 
the nature of talent rather than genius They work 
upon materials as they come and not upon a per- 
manent stock of principles. Kristo Das mastered 
hts subjects in the same w^ay as; a lawyer masters the 
facts of a^se. He displayed great industry, method, 
and powers of reasoning. When his work was done he 
dismissed the facts from his memory. The minute 
which he wrote as a member of the Text-Book Com- 
mittee, was the result not of any ideas permanently 
cherished, or any knowledge accumulated lon^v^ ago, but 
of special preparation. When he was appointed a 
member of the Committee he took up his work as a 
lawyer takes up his brief He studied his subject 
thoroughly and wrote an excellent minute upon it ; but 
there is nothing to show that bis interest in it was 
abiding and that he treasured up in his memory the 
conclusions at which he had arrived. The capacity of the 
mind to throw off something of its load whenever one 
pleases, is j^robably one of the essential elements of the 
temper of the journalist, the lawyer, wd the statesman. 
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Too close an interest in any one subject, or in any parti- 
cular group of facts, is an obstacle to the study of another 
subject and another group of facts. The motto of the 
practical man whose work changes from day to day is ; 
“Sufficient unto the day is the work thereof.” He must 
not brpod too intently on tlie past, must not trouble him- 
self with what might have been done, or what has been 
done and cannot be undone. He must take things as 
they come, and be content to “ let the dead past bury 
its dead,” One of the commonest exclamations of 
Kristo Das usee lo be; “Let by-gones be by-gones.” 
He obviously acted in the spirit of that exclamation 
throughout lib life ; otherwise, he would not have been 
a successful journalist. The ability with which he 
opposed the Bengal Tenancy Bill, and the large 
amount of literature he wrote upon it, may lead one to 
think that he had made a life-long study of the rela- 
tions, legal and other, of landlord and tenant. As a 
matter of fact he had not done so. He did indeed 
know a good deal of the land-laws of Bengal, but the 
largest portion of the facts and arguments with which 
lie assailed Jie policy and the details of the Bengal 
Ter-aney B‘ii was acquired and elaborftted after the 
Bill had been launched. As a lawyer “reads up” his 
brief when the occasion arises, Kristo Das “read up” 
bis political subjects as occasion arose. After he had 
finished reading, he was invulnerable. When the occa- 
sion passed away and a new occasion arrived, he “ read 
up” the new subject 
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Kristo Das might, by training, have been fitted to 
be a lawyer, but the work which he actually did, de- 
manded several qualities and powers which lawyers 
do not ^always possess. His work was that of a states- 
man and a legislator, and he had a breadth of view, 
a love of progress, an appreciation of popular feel- 
ing and popular wants, which are seldom exhibited 
by any practising lawyers but those of the highest 
order. He was a more useful member of the Legislative 
Councils than several of those members who were 
professional lawyers. The fact is not to be wondered 
at An explanation of it may be found in the 
following remarks of Edmund Burke : It cannot 
escape Observation, that when men are too much con- 
fin^ to professional and faculty habits, and, as it 
were, inveterate in the recurrent employment of that 
narrow ctrele, they are rather disabled than qualified 
for whatever depends on the knowledge of mankind, 
on experience in mixed affisiirs, on a comprehensive 
connected view of the various complicated external 
and internal interests which go to the formation of 
that multifarious thing called a state.” The legis- 
lative incapacity of some eminent lawyers is thus 
noticed by Macaulay. Their legal arguments are 
it^WHectual prodigies, abounding with the happiest 
yemto and the most refined distinctions. The 
priiudplos oi their arbitmry setenoe being onee ad- 
mitted, the statute-book and the reports oime 

aslmin^ as the foundations of reasoning, these men 
must be allowed to be perfect masters of logic. But 
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if a question arises as to the postulates on which 
their whole system rests, if they are called upon to 
vindicate the fundamental maxims of that system 
which they have passed their lives in studying, these 
very men often talk the language of savages or of 
children. Those who have listened to a man of this 
cl^s in his own court., and who have witnessed the 
skill with which he analyses and digests a vast mass 
of evidence, or reconciles a crowd of precedents which 
at first sight seem contradictor}*, scarcely know him 
again when a few hours later, they hear him speak on 
the othei^ side of Westminstei; Hall in his capacity of 
legislator. They can scarcely believe that the paltry 
quirks which are faintly heard through a storm of 
coughing, and which do not impose on the plainest 
country gentleman, can proceed from the same sharp 
and vigorous intellect which had excited their ad« 
miration under the same roof, and on the same day.” 

Practice of an art tends to have a narrowing effect on 
the mind, and the tendency can only be resisted by a 
liberal course of study and by an intimate acquaintance 
with different modes of life and different phases of 
opinion. The assumptions upon whicfa^the rules of art 
are founded, require to be constantly tested, if the 
mind is to be saved from being purely mechanical in 
its operations. A liberal education and the practice of 
some particular art or arts, are, in a large number of 
cases, antagonistic mental exercises.' A few minds of 
extraordinary powers may be equally skilled in master- 
ii^ and exploring general principles, and in practically ' 
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applying rules ; but the law which applies to the 
largest portion of mankind seems to be this, that the 
minds wbich revel in general principles, which take 
extensive^ suri^eys, which examine and criticise things 
establish^, are not the minds which can excel in work 
of the mechanical sort, and conversely, the minds 
which have been trained to <lo work according to a 
routine, and which have never looked beyond a limited 
range, are apt to lose plasticity and to be unfit to deal 
with principles. The exigencies of social life demand 
that men should practise some art or other ; and one 
of the conditions of the^ intellectual and the mpral pro- 
gress of society is that men should receive some mea- 
sure of liberal education. Liberal education and tech- 
nical. education are supplementary to each other ; they, 
to some extent, aid each other ; but let it not be for- 
gotten that they mainly tend to conflict with each 
other. The processes of narrowing and enlarging must 
be essentially conflicting. Each man must determine 
for bimsdlf how much of each kind of education he 
should receive^ and what special form of each be should 
acquire. 

It is commonly said that intellectual work of au pri- 
gii^l chan^ter is not done in India because no man 
concentrates attention upon any particular subject, and 
"^very man fritters away his energy in a .valiety of pur- 
suits That little or no original work is done in India 
is irhOi but the fact is not to be explamed merely 
the unwise distribution of men’s enmgiea In 
order that^ ^here. may be original work in a country 
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it is necessary that there should be men of creative 
power, it is necessary that those men should master 
the existing Iknowledge in those departments of 
thought and learning which they hope to enrich, and 
lastly, it is necessary that the conditions of life in the 
country, and the private circumstances of the men, 
should be favourable to original thought and research, 
Mr. Sully in his essay on ‘Genius and Precocity* 
observes :* “ Genius, as the etymology of the word sug- 
gests, is essentially a native quality. A truly great 
man is born such. This means that he is created with 
a strong and overmastering impulse to a definite form 
of origination. And hence he commonly gives a clear 
indication of this bent in the first years of life. On 
the other hand, actual production presupposes other 
conditions as well. It implies, for example, a certain 
amount of physical vigour, a possession which many 
a son of genius has had to do without in the early 
years of life. Not only so : production on any con- 
siderable scale requires opportunity and leisure. And 
here the external circumstances become a matter of 
importance, as serving to further or to delay the pro- 
cess of achievement. For though it m&y be true that 
in the end real genius proves itself irresistible in its 
instinctive striving towards creation, every reader of 
gr^t meD*s biography knows that parental disappro- 
bation, aided by the necessity of living, from which 
even the most gifted of mortals is not exempt, has in 
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a large numlier of instances greatly retarded the pro* 
cess of production and the attainment of distinction.’* 

It is difficult to say i^liether creative geniuses are or 
are not born in India, but before men can discover, 
they must know all tliat has been discovere<l already, 
and it is certain that in India no men ever acquire 
such a complete knowledge of any subject. The pre- 
vailing system of education is not favourable to such 
acquisition. Lastly, the conditions of life in India are 
not favourable to original work. Specialisation of 
study is not the only thing wanting in India to lead 
to original work. In one sense we have great special- 
isation. One of the prevailing evils in this country 
i.s that, as a rule, lawyers know little besides law, 
physicians ^ know little besides medicine. In other 
words, the tendency is for all education to be narrow, 
mechanical, one-sided. It is a mistake to suppose that 
to cfaecfc versatility will necessarily promote thorough- 
ness. There are, no doubt, men who kill originality 
by a multiplicity of pursuits ; there are others who 
have no originality but are fitted to know something 
of a great many things ; there are others again who 
can Ite original lind versatile at the same ti|ae. Xiet 
us, therefore, by all means invite men to concentration 
of energy; but let us not delude ourselves into the 
belief that narrowjiess invariably leads to concentra- 
tion. Superficiality is bad ; but superficiality in many 
subjects is better than superficiality in a single subject. 
Most geniuses are not versatile ; for preponderance of 
one faculty tends to dwarf the others. There is psy* 



Chap. VL 


0£N£RAL OHABAOTERISTICS. 


103 


cholc^ical warrant, therefore, for the proposition that 
genius is to madness allied, for sanity means not only 
tlie possession of all human faculties in a certain mea- 
sure, but a proper balancing of them, a harmonious 
w'orking of them all. Versatile men very seldom do 
original work which deserves to be remembered. A 
irian wdio is versatile is, from a certain point of view, 
unfortunate. He cannot tie himself down to a parti- 
cular subject, and, unless he is a man of extraordinary 
gifts, cannot come to be regarded as an authority on 
any. 

Judged by European standards, Kristo Das Pal’s 
acquirements were small. What he could really boast 
of was not knowledge but critical power, not intel- 
lectual possession but a certain intellectual habit. 
The largest portion of his knowledge was political. 
He was well acquainted with the history of Indian 
legislation and administration; and he had a fair 
knowledge of English politics. In other words, he 
was fairly w’ell equipped for bis prac|:ical work as 
a journalist and as a member of the Legislative 
Councils ; but he did not stand on the same intel- 
lectual level as the best educated [Englishmen. He 
had no * varied culture ; he did not live a wholly 
intellectual life. In the lives of the great - men of 
Europe, their correspondence occupies a prominent 
place. The letters that a man writes to his friends, 
illustrate his character, his views, his tastes, his 
habits of thought. They give us very often a more 
complete md accurate view of him than the work 
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which lie transacts before the eyes of tJie world. Kristo 
Das's biographer would find it difBcult to discover any 
letters which are wprth publishing. Nearly all his 
letters relate to purely personal and private matters ; 
and what is true of him in this respect is probably true 
of every other Bengalee, however great. The concerns 
which are uppermost in the mind of the Bengalee, are 
tlie concerns of the existence of himself and of those 
in whom he is interested. Questions of literature, 
philosophy and science he may discuss on occtasions ; 
political topics may, when they are fresh, slightly sti- 
mulate his energy. ; but such questions and topics have 
110 real hold of his mind. He put§ them on and 
puts them off at his pleasure ; they are only a holiday 
costume. Kristo Das Pal was more absorbed in public 
life than any other Bengalee, but even lie bad not 
abandoned himself to politics. A man’s letters show 
the range and depth of his interests. Kristo Das 
hardly ever felt himself called upon to write about 
politics in Kis letters ; and amongst Bengalees he could 
find few correspondents to whom political letters coulil be 
appropriately written. An educated Bengalee may 
politics, philosophy, or science ; he does not live it. 

Kristo Das had no systematic or organised view of 
life and nature. He had no Science, nor that unified 
' knovrledge called Philosophy. He took the world 
as be fimnd it, and, apparently, never questioned the 
universe he was bom into. Life and death, right and 
du^y, miai^ and matter, and all the other solemn 
realities^ were to him mere not pr aldems to be 
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investigated. His cast of thought was not philosophi- 
cal He never wondered “This is 1.” He had not 
the penetrative glance of the poet or the prophet, 
not the searching spirit of the philosopher or the 
scientist ; nor had he the knowledge and the train- 
ing by which he could commence an independent 
study of the everlasting verities about him. Skilled 
in logical fence, fit to guide national counsels, deeply 
imbued with human sympathy, he yet lacked the 
ardour of the true student and w^orker, and never had 
a glimpse of the foundations on vS^hich rested his whole 
code of practical morality. He seems to have lived in 
perfect intellectual peace, untroubled by difficulties. 
He did not feel the “ yearning of the pilgrim for his 
distant home,” with which the reflective man “ turns 
to the mystery from which he emerged.” In practical 
life, Kristo Das was not found wanting. He dedicated 
his energies to the service of his countrymen, and 
lie could have done no more ; but the philosophical 
side of bis nature was blank. He bad none of the 
illuminating conceptions which a profound study 
of any one department of life or nature gives. 
Whether we study the mechanism of Jthe heavens or 
examine tlie strata of t^e earth, whether we explore 
the laws of energy or observe the phenomena of life 
in its various phases, whether we dissect the laws and 
the languages of nations or compare their religions, 
we reach at last certain generalisations which shape 
our view ef nature and determine our duties to 
men. One proof of the correctness of the conclusions 
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tliat have been reached in modern times, is, that 
different lines of inquiry have invariably converged to 
the sanpiie result. Kristo Das may have learnt some 
of the conclusions, but he does not appear to have 
been acquainted with the facts from which they had 
been obtained, or the methods by which they had been 
reached. There was no sympathy between him and 
Nature. He had no eye for her realms of light, no 
ear for her finer harmonies. Of Man, as of Nature, he 
took no philosophical view. The laws of social growth 
do not appear to have interested him. The history 
of ideas, the history of great movements, the proces- 
sion of the ages, never had their proper charm for 
him. Direct practical concerns, the demands of the 
present and the near, fully occupied him. After all, 
it is no serious fault of Kristo Das's that he was 
not perfect The ideal of perfection is easily conceived, 
never realised. India bad need of a Kristo Das. In 
a country where the philosophical temper is apt 
to degenerate into moody self-consciousness and into 
every variety of religious mysticism, it is well to get 
a man of energy and thorough practical sense, whose 
subjective regards are feeble. Contemplj^tion and 
action combined would be the end to strive for ; 
but if we must do without one, we had rather 
unphilosophically active than contemplatively inert. 
Hare in India, therefore, defects like those of Kristo t)aa 
tend to increas6> rather than impair, a man^s usefulness ; 
but we must not lower our ideal on grounds of 
expediency. Whatever type of character we may 
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regard as the heroic, this we shall always expect of our 
hero, that he should have taken a comprehensive view 
of Nature and Man, that he should have brought 
himself face to face with the realities of existence, that 
he should have reasoned out his convictions, and that 
he jjhould have lived according to his convictions. 
Kristo Das was a highly intelligent, well trained, 
honest man of the world, who fought political battles 
with strength and boldness, but he never moved out 
of the narrow circle where he was so usefully em- 
ployed. He never stood forth as a thinker. He had 
little of originality or brilliance or the spirit of 
the martyr. He had arrived at some sound maxims 
of conduct, but not through the medium of a sound 
philosophy. He realised, as has been pointed out 
already, the earnestness of life ; he had not grown 
weary of it ; but it is doubtful if he had fully ap- 
preciated the end of life to be work for its own sake. 
He had closed his B^voki, not opened his Go^tJte. 



CHAPTER VII. 

•POLITICAL IDEAS AND WORK. 

Krist6 Das Pal was a leader of public opinion in 
Bengal. The people, or the masses, have no opinion ; 
they are incapable of having any opinion. They 
are not discontented with the administration of the 
country ; nor are they pleased with it. Measures of 
Government they regard as the inevitable, irreversible 
decrees of Providence. They never inquire or argue ; 
they always submit. They have no consciousness of 
rights or duties, no consciousness of national exist- 
ence. Their permanent attitude is one of helpless 
acquiescence in everything that is. Public opinion 
in this country, therefore, is the opinion, not of 
the whole people but only of the intelligent, the 
respectahl^, and the educated classes. Whoever leads 
these classes is the leader of public opinion. The 
educated classes, however, do not form a compact 
whole, for they have no bond.of union. They are, to a 
large extent, dfsorganiseii by personal jealousgr. Ktisto 
Das Pal was not the leader of all the educated natives 
of India, nor yet of all the educated Bengalees. He 
Was the recognised leader;^! the Zeniindars and other 
landholders of Bengal Sev^al of these gehtlemoh Wore 
members the Btitisb Xodiah Association. That is 
the otdest^d the wealthiest PolitiiDal Association in 
Bengal There U ho doubt that It is a thqrbugfaly 
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compact body with deOnite aims. It has done a gTeat 
deal of valuable work in the way of criticism, and 
among the reasons of its prosperity and usefulness are 
not only its respectability and the largeness of its 
funds, but its thorough solidarity and the unity of its 
purpose. Other Associations break up, or live languid- 
ly, because they Jack cohesion. Their members have 
^ no common ends to attain, no strong personal interest 
in the object of their endeavours. The British Indian 
Association, on the contrary, whatever causes of jeal- 
ousy or dissension there may have been in its in- 
ternal working, has always l>een firm and united in at 
least one object, namely the protection of the Zemin- 
dar! interests. It has consequently been better orga- 
nised, and has had more vitality than most other asso- 
ciations. It must be admitted that it has displayed 
certain moral qualities the absence of which very often 
proves fatal to organised efforts in this country. In 
allowing Kristo Das Pal, a man of humble Origin, to 
occupy a prominent place in its constitution, in con- 
senting to follow his counsels, and in electing him as 
its representative in the Viceregal Council, the Asso- 
ciation exhibited not only prudence and generosity 
but some of those higher virtues which are essential 
to successful self-government. Several associations, 
democratically constituted, have carried the democra- 
tic principle so far as not to acknowledge any leader. 
Jealousy, self-assertion, and a crotchety temperament, 
have stood in the way of combined action (jliropted by 
tlie intelligence of one man j and they have consSqumitly 
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been in the position of that very imperfect organism 
which wants a head. Other associations, again, have 
become merged, each in one individual. The^name of 
an association is used to give weight to views enter- 
tained only by one individual. The British Indian 
Association has been the happy mean between these 
two extremes. Its constitution has been neither one 
of despotism nor one of democracy run mad. 

Kristo Dm Pal was lit to be a leader. Political lead- 
ership in this country demands certain qualifications 
which are seldom found combined in one individual. 
For some time past social leadership has been known in 
Bengal ; for a longer time religious leadership has been 
known. Political life is new to the country ; political 
leadership, therefore, is a very recent phenomenon. 
Two men seem to have been acknowledged as political 
leaders in Bengal, namely Bam Gopal Qbose and 
Kristo Das Pal, In order that a man may be a leafier 
in this country, it is not enough that he should have 
intellectual and practical qualifications, that he should 
be a good speaker and writer, that he should have 
experience, that he should have sympathy with the 
people, that he should have done useful ^ork. ^ It is 
necessary also that he should have position and Wealth, 
that he should be above a certain age, that he should 
have tact, that he should have infiaence with the 
officials. Intellectual and moral qualifications, tact 
afkd experience, are conditions of leadership in all 
^untri^ . la India, wealth, position and official 
iiifliienc0^ are probably the most important condi* 
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tions ; ami it is cortaiu that a man guilty of the 
“ atrocious crime of being young,” even if be were a 
Pitt, wo^ld scarcely find a hundred persons in the 
country who would cheerfully recognise him as a leader. 
Kam Oopal Ghose was a man of wealth. Kristo Das 
Pal, though not known to be rich, was known Jto be a 
man of independent means and to possess great in- 
fluence with men of wealth and with the men who 
constituted the Government. They both took a pro- 
minent part in public affairs; they were both good 
writers and speakers; they both possessed tact, the 
principal elements of which are the art of conciliation 
and the capacity of compromise ; and, therefore, when 
they ceased to be young men, according to Indian 
ideas of youth, they came to be accepted as leaders. 
The Irishmen who flocked to the standard of Grattan 
or O’Connell, the Englishmen who rallied round the 
banners of Cobden and Bright, never cared to enquire 
if their leaders were rich or could secure appoint- 
ments for them. In India, those would be the most 
important inquiries. The vital query about a man 
here is, not what be is, or does, or has done, but what 
money he possesses, what monej^ he earns. The 
English are said to be a money-loving people, but even 
they have not carried the worship of wealth so far as 
the modern race ai natives of India. If Kristo Das 
had been the edil^t of a journal represeuttiig the 
underfed ** educated classes,” and the secretary to an 
assbeiatibn representing the same classes, then with ail 
his abilities^ his experience, his zeal, and bis public 
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services, he would not have been a leader. In a Euro- 
pean country, the man who leads the poorest classes, 
the agriculturists and the artisans, would be one 
of the most conspicuous men in the country. In 
India the very “educated classes” would look with 
contempt on a representative who was not rich or 
influential. 

Kristo Das PaVs regulated enthusiasm, and his in- 
difference to new ideas, were among the causes of his 
popularity. In spite of appearances, there is no radi- 
calism in Bengal, there is little of political enthusiasm. 
The enthusiastic speaker is applauded ; the propound- 
er .of advanced doctrines of reform is admired for his 
courage and ingenuity. But the temper of the major- 
ity of mt'ti is despondent ; their settled mode of thought 
mainly pessimistic ; their sense of dependence on Gov- 
ernment, and of their own weakness, too strong to l>e 
removed by animated appeals and brilliant forecasts. 
As sooh as they get breathing time they feel they must 
moderate their ardour. The poverty of their homes 
stares them in the face and brings thorn back to a 
souse of submission to the inevitable. Therefore, new 
ideas h$^ve feeble hold of their minds, ancb their en- 
thu»iasm ia short-lived ; and a leader who keeps pace 
with 'th^m they are prepared to follow;: all other 
leaders they renounce. Restless, adveaturons, pro- 
gressive races of the West, seek enthusiastic leaders ; 
ao4 some of them, like the French, are eager to grasp 
at ne>f hopeful, even to desperate- 

aess; ih^r .m^lo is Action, not Besi^ation, Here 
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in India, enthusiasm dies away with youth, and 
the leader who rudely disturbs the dormancy of people 
and seeks to put new ideas into their heads, over- 
shoots his mark. Kristo Das Pal had learnt to lead 
men by following them. 

Since the death of Kristo Das Pal, there has been 
no*” leader in Bengal. There are men of wealth and 
position ; there are men of abilities and attainments, 
but there is no man in whom all the qualifications are 
united as they were in Kristo Das. Several men of 
wealth and position have not tho necessary intellectual 
qualifications ; several men of abilities have not a 
position high enough to make them leaders ; some men 
who have position and ability take little interest in 
politics and do little work ; some lack th# necessary 
social virtues ; and some are incapacitated for leader- 
ship by an imperious and uncompromising, or a fretful 
and vindictive temper. In every country there are 
foolish, spiteful, mischievous men. The real leader 
knows how to conciliate and manage even theBe. He 
must not stoop to quarrel with or to persecute contemp- 
tible adversaries. He must learn to bear contradiction, 
and must be magnanimous under all circumstances. He 
must not appe^ t^/be seeking leadership. If a man’s 
devotion to public interests is discovered to proceed 
from love of self-aggrandisement, either as regards 
tampy or position, he fails to be a leader. Kristo Das 
made no violent or desperate efforts to thrust himself on 

public notice. His work was of the quiet, regular, 
eqOable sort, and men had no rea^n to believe that 
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the energy which he displayed in public life was 
intended to secure his own advancement. He neVer 
volunteered to do any work which would give him 
notoriety. If by his efforts in speaking and writing he 
sought or believed to seek, above all other things, 
his own personal prosperity, in the shape of wealth, 
official honours, or social influence, be could never have 
attained his position as a leader. The leader must grow. 
His growth will not te fostered but viewed with jea- 
lousy by others ; such is human nature. If he makes 
sudden and violent movements they will rouse suspi- 
cion, and his progress will be. arrested, but when 
in slow, silent, peaceful, and apparently natural ways 
he has grown to his full height, his position will be 
assured. People will accept his supremacy. 

The remark is sometimes made that the Zemindars 
are the '‘natural leaders’* of the people of Bengal. 
It is Englishmen who make the r^ark, and they 
would not make it if they knew tlie real state of 
things* It is the habit of Englishmen to institute 
analogies between the phenomena of their own coun- 
try and those of other countries. No real analogy 
may exist, but they cannot understand and interpret 
foreign ideas and institutions except in terins of their 
own. They can very seldom open their minds and 
receive conceptions of a wholly alien character. They 
have the institution of the nobility in their country, 
an4 they fancy there must be some such institu^on 
in India. The Zemindars, like the nobility, hold ; 
therefore, the Zemindars must be the nobility, thh real 
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fgrktrocracy of Bengal But tlie noblemen of Euglaud 
have a very different bistory from the Zemindars of 
Bengal Their legal rights are different ; the modes of 
devolution of their titles and properties are different ; 
their ranks are recruited in different ways ; their educa- 
tion, enlightentnent and social position are different. 
A" large portion of the nobility of England has an 
ancient origin. The noblemen of the old feudal times 
not only held lands but did work, rendered service. 
They were men of wealth and position, valour and 
wisdom. The nobility ai'e of different grades, each 
having its proper titles and insignia ; they are recruit- 
ed from the highest ranks of the clergy and the 
lay commonalty; and the law or custom of pri- 
mogeniture has to a large extent prevented the 
division of estatetsi and the extinction of great names. 
What is the history of the 3engal Zemindars ? Let 
a historian* of India answer. At the time of the 
Permanent Settlement the Zemindar liad some of 
the attributes which belong to a land-owner; he 
collected the rents of a particular district, he governeil 
the cultivators of that district, lived in oomparative 
splendour and his son succeeded him, when he died. 
The Zemindars, therefore, it was inferred without delay, 
were the proprietors of the soil, the landed nobility 
and gentry of India. It was not considered that 
the Zemindars, though they collected the rents, did 
not keep them ; but paid them all away^ with a small 
deducthmi to the Government It was not cpnsidmed 


* Jainea Mill. 
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that if they governed the ryots, and in many 
respects exercised over them despotic power, they 
did npt govern them as tenants of theirs, holding 
their lands either at will or by contract under 
them. The possession of the ryot was an hereditary 
possession ; from which it was unlawful for the Zemin- 
dar to displace him : for every farthing which the 
Zemindar drew from the ryot, he was bound to ac- 
count ; and it was only by fraud, if, out of all that be 
collected, he retained an anna more than the small 
proportion which, as pay for the collection, he was 
permitted to receive. 

“ There was an opportunity in India to which the 
history of the world presents not a parallel. Next 
after the sovereign, the immediate cultivators had, by 
far, the ^greatest portion of interest in the soil For the 
rights (such as they were) of the Zemindars, a complete 
compensation might have easily been made. The ge- 
nerous resolution was adopted, of sacrificing to the 
improvement of the country the proprietary rights of 
the sovereign. The motives to improvement which 
property gives, and of which the power was so justly 
appreciated, might have been bei|tewed upon those 
upon would have operated witfi! d! force in- 

compatibly greater than that with which they could 
opetat^ upon any other class of men: they might 
have testo wed upon those from whom l^lone, in 

every comaitry> the prmcipal improvements in agri- 
cnltui^ mu^t be derived, tbe immediate eultiyatocB ^f 
the soii 4nd a measure worthy to be ranged among 
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the noblest that ever were taken for the improvement 
of any country, might have helped to compensate the 
people of India for the miseries of that misgovern- 
m^nt which they had so long endured. But the legis- 
lators were English aristocrats ; and aristocratical 
prejudices prevailed.” 

The Zemindars with whom the Permanent Settle- 
ment was made, were an aristocracy manufactured by 
Lord Cornwallis. They were entirely the creatures of 
the state. They were the recipients of a favour wliicii 
they had done nothing to deserve. The Permanent 
Settlement has been of great benefit to Bengal. Tlxere 
are several parts of India where the introduction of 
that system is eagerly solicited, and no one in Bengal 
would like to see it cancelled or in any way encroached 
upon. But what is essential to observe is that it 
has given us no real aristocracy, except in so far as 
owners of land must be an aristocracy. An aristo- 
cracy increases in dignity with age. An hereditary 
atistocracy has especial chax'ms. In Bengal, estates 
are liable to be broken up or wholly lost, not only 
by the folly or the extravagance of their owners, 
but by the endlesel partition among heirs, to which, 
under the Hindu law, they iSay be subject. They are 
also liable to be mismanaged and to lose in value 
when they pass into the hands of infants or women. 
Ex^pt four or five families, there is nothing like 
an hereditary atistocracy in Bengal Nor is there 
any settled or sensible mode of recruitment A 
shop-keeper or a money-lender by purchasing some 
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quQinUty of land does not become a member of the 
aristoci'acy. Except the newly inveated titles of 
Maiiarnga, Baja, Nawab, and tlie like, there are no 
names or titles by which sections of the so-called 
aristocracy of Bengal may be classified and designated. 
There are several families in Bengal which profess to 
be aristocratic because they have wealth, or the now 
titles, or both, but their founders, the men who by 
their intelligence, energy and self-sacrifice, built up 
fortunes for the benefit of their indolent descendants, 
nev’’cr pretended to be aristocrats. It is difficult to 
say when or how a man becomes an aristocrat. Au 
English nobleman belongs to a recognised class with 
a distinctive name ; but who is to label or identify 
the nobility of Bengal ? When a successful lawyer 
in England is raised to the peerage as the Lord 
Chancellor, one knows that he is enrolled in the 
aristocracy, but at what stage of distinction the Indian 
lawyer enters the hallowed 

who can tell? At what stage does a distinguished 
merchant become an aristocrat like the petty Zemindar ? 
The fact is, we have no aristocracy in British India, 
unless we call by that name the ever-changing, un- 
liistoric class composed of wealthy men of kll grades 
and descriptions. 

Whether there is or is not any aristocracy in this 
Country, it is certain that the Zemindars, as a class, do 
not lead the peo|>le. The educated people lead tlielrh- 
selves and do not acknowledge the authority of the 
Zemindars; nor do the lyots recognise them as 
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leaders. The fact pf a man’s receiving rent from 
some people cannot give him leadership. Rent is 
received in consequence of a right which the Zemindar 
possesses ; it is not, however, the exercise of Tighta 
over the ryots, but the performance of duties to 
them, which would make them love and respect their 
laildiord. The Zemindars, if they will learn their 
duties to the lyots, if they will acquire the capacity 
of performing those duties, and if they will actually 
perforin those duties, will certainly be the leaders of 
the people. Wealth has always a great charm in the 
eyes of the people. And if to wealth and position 
are added intellectual merit, a loving disposition, and 
sympathetic conduct, the Zemindars will have un- 
bounded influence over their ryots. The Zemindars 
must protect the ryots ; not fight them. In the parts 
of the country which they own, they should establish 
schools, hospitals and dispensaries ; cut down jungle, 
dig wells and tanks, construct roads ; in times of flood 
or famine or outbreak pf disease, they should render 
every help and, if possible, relieve and encourage 
the distressed by acts of personal kindness and 
courtesy. The people of India are grateful for 
every little service they receive. Their affection 
is easily won. The Zemindars, Instead of attempting 
to secure popularity which is so cheaply purchased, are 
ever insisting on their rights. By all means let them 
attend to rights. If they do not receive their lawful 
rents, they, instead of their tenants, become objects 
pf sympathy; but they must not attend soUly Ig 
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rights. They have a right to receive rents, to enhance 
rents, to eject tenants under certain conditions which 
the law prescribes; they have a right to ask tlie 
Governiinent to maintain the Permanent Settlement; 
but have they not duties also ? Not only the duties 
whose porforinanee the law compels, but moral duties 
to the ryots, to the country t No man had more in- 
fluence with the Zemindars than Kristo Das Pal ; 
and it must for ever remain a matter of regret that 
though he gave them efficient help in securing their 
rights, he liardly ever called their attention to their 
duties. Week after week he conducted an agitation 
directed to the strict observance by the Government, 
of the Permanent Settlement and of the rights of the 
Zemindars. But in his writings we look in vain for 
any sucli exhortation to tlie Zemindars as the follow* 
iug: ‘^Tbe Government has divested itself of its 
proprietary rights in the soil of the country and 
given them, not to the ryots but to you. There- 
fore, upon you has devolved the duty of improving 
the laud and raising the people. Maintain your 
rights,, but your duties are even more important than 
your rights. It is the performance of your duties 
which alohe can justify the Permanent S^tlement 
and your position as the leaders of the people.” 
Kristo Das Pat habitually insisted that there shoubl be 
gttbd feeling between landlords and tenants^ and xesisfed 
aU h^easurea of Government which were calculated to 
pri’voke bitteimess. But gOod feefing may be attained 
iu two wys ; either by each party doing its duty to 
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the other, or by the inferior party being kept ignorant 
of its rightd and the superior party taking advantage 
of the ignorance. The difference is great between the 
imppy friendship which springs from the due discharge 
of reciprocal duties, and the contentment which results 
from ignorance of a better lot. The mere fact of ryots 
not making a complaint is no proof of their happiness. 
The contentment of the slave does not sanctify slavery. 

The Zemindars of Bengal have hardly done their 
duties to themselves. Very few of tbbm have cared 
to educate themselves, to develop all that is best and 
noblest in their nature. Their w^ealth and their leisure 
give them especial facilities for acquiring a high 
degi*ee of culture ; but they almost invariably negle<^t 
their opportunities. The English nobility stand on a 
much higher intellectual level. There are, no doubt, 
some English noblemen who have no claim to distiiic* 
tion l>eyond wealth and a great, historic name ; there 
are others whose distinction has been the cause, not 
the effect, of their elevation to the peerage ; thei’e 
are others again whose merits are high as their pedigree 
is long. The Indian aristocrat fancies he has no higlier 
duty than to eiijoy life in complacent indolence and to 
maintain* and augment the wealth be possesses. He 
is not learned himself, nor is be a patron of learning. 
He hardly understands wl^at it is to make a sacrifice 
for a public cause. He has not a single bright or 
original idea te^which he clings with persistence and 
which be is prepaid to carry out He ignores the 
responribiliiies of ivealth. Noblemen and other men 
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of weidih and position are the patrons and munificent 
supporters of most of the public institutions in England. 
Tht^ country is covered with monuments of their 
charity and public spirit. Leaming finds its encourage- 
ment from them. In India the situation is different. 
Our aristocrats think that the Government, and not 
they, must do ever3*tliing for the country. Kristo Das 
Pal could have taught them to know better ; but he 
did not teach them. 

Every rule has its exceptions ; and it is but fair to 
acknowledge that there has grown up in recent years 
a class of Zemindars who have far other ideas of their 
duties towards ryots than the traditional ideas of ex- 
torting money and doing no work. They are moved 
by sympathy ; they have public spirit and generosity ; 
they value culture, and some of them have received 
it. All this is matter for congratulation ; but a great 
deal yet remains to be done in the way of making the 
Zemindars and other aristocrats realise their duties. 

Kristio Das Pafs political work does not stand forth 
in visible shape. But if the guidance of public opinion, 
and the vigilant and efficient criticism of public 
measures, have any value, he did valuable work. 
Such worii; is not generally esteemed ; it^ does not 
attract men's attention or excite their fancy; but 
all careful students of the^'Iives of men and nations 
must acknowledge the importance of work which 
is criticOil mth^ than constructive^ and whose results 
are subtle and impalpable rather than concrete and 
tangible. Two great prindplee have to be recognised. 
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To guide public opinion, to prepare it for a particular 
action, k at least as valuable work as the action 
itself. And the avoidance of evil is no less valuable 
work than the accomplishment of good. After 
opinion has been matured, action comes in the 
ordinary course of things. Men who teach prin- 
ciples do more important work than the men who 
apply rules founded upon those principles. The men 
who have most profoundly influenced the destinies of 
the world are its religious teachers, for they have in- 
culcatetl the widest principles to which all action may 
1)C referred. A single religious doctrine, a single philo- 
sophical idea, a single scientific discovery, has more 
pervasive and far-reaching consequences than cartloads 
of legislative enactments. Similarly, the formation of 
public opinion and the preparation of it for the 
acceptance of a political measure, are even more valu- 
able work than the actual passing of the measure. 
When opinion is fipe, people are apt to take it as 
natiiral, to regard its opposite as absurd, and to 
forget the silent, determined, long-continued efforts 
by which the opinion had been developed. It is only 
right ‘.hat those efforts should be duly recognised. 
In the next place, negative work has value like the 
positive ; the avoidance of error is as essential as the 
seizure of truth. It is on this principle that prevention 
is better than cure. To live healthily, one has not 
Only to select good food bnt to reject the bad. ^ Per- 
sonal security means the avoidance of danger rather 
than deliverance from actual distress. All kiads 
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of work, intellectual and practical, demand not 
only that certain things should be done, but that 
certain^ other things should be consciously abstained 
from. Moral life consists not only in the pursuit 
of good aims but in resisting temptations to evil. 
Everywhere the negative is of as much importance 
as the positive. He who warns us against danger does 
us as good service as be who confers on us a positive 
blessing. The critic who stands by and points out to 
the legislator the snares and pitfalls he has to avoid, 
is no less useful than the legislator himself. 

Jt is true there exists no crystallised product of 
the talents of Kristo Das Pal. Men who strive 
for immortality leave behind them some visible 
embodin^nt of their thought, some solid material 
construction, some organised institution which bears 
their* name. Kristo Das does not seem to have 
consciously aimed at immortality ; yet he was 
ambitious and partially realised his ambition. He has 
left that part of the world where he was born 
better than he found it. He lived only forty^five 
years^ and during half that period there was scarcely 
a single considerable measure of legislation or^ ad- 
ministratsoii in India, on which he did not leave 
bis mark. The histoiy of his life is the history 
of his times. He brought his mind ^ bear 6n 
the discussion of every topic of importance and 
iav'Seriahly threw light oh obscure points^ discovered ' 
erroi^: aad wise suggestions; Being othly a 

: ^ India and not an English official lie 
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could not initiate measures. His services were 
required only for consultation, and these were as 
valuable as any that could be rendered. He not 
only helped the Government ; he helped the public. 
If there is public spirit in Bengal to-day, if there 
is ^an educated public opinion, if there is efficient 
journalism, if there is vigorous criticism, Kristo Das 
had no small share in bringing these into existence. 

Kristo Das Pal was a thoroughly loyal subject. 
In all his discussions and criticisms, the permanence 
and the safety of the British rule were insisted on 
as fundamental points never to be ignored. Most 
truly he was called one of the “ Pillars of the Empire,” 
The Government could not have had an abler criti<i, 
nor a stancher friend. Every native of India who 
has acquired political influence among his countrymen 
has been remarkable for his appreciation of the 
benefits of English rule. Such appreciation is of the 
essence of loyalty. It is well to bear this in mind, 
for the native press of India, and Indian agitators 
for reform, are sometimes spoken of as disloyal^ 
because, forsooth, they condemn with some degree 
of warmth the illegal acts of Anglo-Indian officials, 
resent tfie personal ill-treatment of Indians by 
Europeans, and press the claims of natives of India 
to the appointments which they are qualified to 
fill. Loyedty does not mean the recognition of the 
English as the dominant caste in India ; it does not 
mean ^4lie submission of individual natives of India 
to individual EngUshroen ; but it means allegiance 
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to tlie authority of the English Goverument, and 
res}>ect for the law. In that sense the natives of 
India have been steadily loyal, though large numbers 
of English residents in India have been occasionally 
seditious. A disloyal people takes advantage of the 
embarrassments of the Government, and deepens the 
crisis in which it may be placed ; but the native Indian 
subjects of Her Majesty have, on all occasions of 
crisis, exhibited their devotion to her rule in a manner 
that cannot be mistaken. Tlie Indian Mutin}^ is 
sometimes referred to by careless or interested ob- 
servers as evidence of Indian disloyalty ; but the 
state of the country during the Mutiny proves 
with remarkable clearness the deep and abiding 
attaebn^nt of the Indian people to the English 
Crown. The Times wrote in July 1857: “From 
all sides we are assured that the general population has 
exhibited rather good will than hostility towards 
us, ainl in many cases effectual protection has been 
afforded to fugitives from Delhi and other scenes 
of mutiny.” A writer in the Edinburgh Review 
for April 1858, remarked ; “ Nothing has been more 
remarkable than the fact, that throughout its whole 
progress it has faithfully retained the ' character 
of a military revolt It has involved the whole Native 
Bengal Army ; it has spread to the Northern con* 
tingents; it has reached some Bombay r^ments; 
it has touched tbe Niza^^ Anny; it has threata^^ 
the Madras army» but except in the newly apneiiied 
State i>l 06de# it has not Jjoen taken up by the po^ 
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pulaiton. Now it is this circumstance which has 
saved India to England. If, as at the Sicilian Vespers, 
the whole population of India with its tens of 
millions; had at the first signal of resistance risen 
against the English, our rule in India might perhaps, 
by great exertions and large expenditure, have 
been recovered, but we should only have recovered a 
population watching the next favorable opportunity 
for revolt, and have re-established an empire on sand. 
It was the general good will of the population 
which rendered the suppression of the military mutiny 
both practicable and beneficial/* 

On a very recent occasion there were fresh proofs 
of the loyalty of the people. In the earlier part 
of Lord Dufferin’s administration there was a chance 
of a collision between Russia and England on the 
Afghan frontier. The attitude of the people of 
India on that occasion was thus described by the 
2’imes. Since we have been threatened with a 
quarrel with Russia we have received the most 
gratifying evidence of the loyalty alike of the 
princes and the people of India. Offers of assistance 
from the Native States, offers of money from wealthy 
individ nails, and universal assurances that England's 
quarrel is India’s quarrel have poured in upon Lord 

Dufferia The attitude of the native Press is 

not less deserving of notice than that of the native 
princes. Outspoken and even violent as it sometimes 
is in advocating administrative changes, it has behaved 
view of the present danger exactly as a patriotic 



128 POLITICAL IDEAS AUD WORK. Chap. VII. 

opposition behaves at home. It has laid aside—and 
that by publicly declared consent, with reason given — 
the discussion of irritating topics, and is eager to repel 
the accusation that its pursuit of internal reforms, 
however zealous, in any way involves disloyalty to 
British rule. Suspicious people will, no doubt, shake 
their heads, and refuse to be comforted by these 
manifestations, but competent observers on the spot 
have no doubt that they are genuine. Suspicion 
is not, after all, the alpha and omega of statesmanship, 
nor need we look very far for solid motives of self- 
interest which may render Indian loyalty to us, as 
against any external foe, a thing credible and natural.” 

It is perfectly true that self-interest and gratitude 
constitnilie by far the strongest grounds of Indian loy^ 
aJty. English rule is, on the whole, vastly better than 
anything that preceded it ; no other foreign rule can 
be equal to it ; and the sudden tmnsfer of it to any 
indigenous power would be a great public calamity. 
The educated people are more loyal than the uneducat- 
ed, because they can better appreciate the blessings of 
English rale; they are also more critical than the unedu- 
cated, Iiecause they have higher ideals of gpod gevern- 
mont. Eduea^ sons of India have learnt td* venerate 
the '^spirit of the British law which makes liberty 
coipmensurate with and inseparable frpm British soil,” 
undemtandiiig, by “ British wil,” not enly the soil of 
jlSt^ljand bdt of England’s pose^ions. To tbem^ as to 
is a name 

greatiie^ abd the glory of its historic assocbrti^iil. 
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But they cannot, for that reason, perpetually sing odes 
to the beatific character of English administration. 
The duties of life are mncli too serious to allow a 
perennial display of tenderness or veneration. In 
political life it is more necessary to observe defects 
thap. praise merits. Progress is accomplished not by 
adulation but by criticism. The habit of criticism 
displayed by the educated native of this country is an 
imitation of the English habit; and imitation is the 
sincerest flattery. His aspirations are cast in an English 
mould ; even his cant is an echo of the English cant. 
The better educated an Indian is, the stronger and more 
intelligent is his admiration of the English character and 
English methods of government ; and it is worthy of 
note that all the more considerable leaders of public 
(opinion in India, — Hurrish Chunder Mukerjea and 
Kristo Das Pal, Sir T. Madhava Rao and Mr. Dadabhai 
Naoroji — have been among the warmest admirers of 
English rule. 

It is hardly necessary to discusvs in detail the topics. 
Avhicfa most occupy the attention of the natives of 
India who seek political reform. Ample justice has 
l)een done to those topics in two recent treatises, Mr. 
H. J. S. Cotton’s jVew India, and Mr. W. S. Blunt’s 
Ideas Aikmf India, They are mainly the follow- 
ing 

1. Non-interference and Economy, 

2* The gradual substitution of Indian for European 
official agency. 

l 
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3. The development of representative institutions, 
and, ta particular, tlie reconstitution of the Legislative 
Councils on a representative basis. 

4 The extension and improvement of the existing 
educational system. 

5. The development of industrial life. 

G. The extended employment of natives of India in 
the Army and the concession to them of the privilege 
of Volunteering. 

As regards non-interference it is necessary to ob- 
serve that the country does not habitually suffer from 
the evils of over-legislation. It is only occasionally 
that an inclination to interfere in a mischievous way 
is exhibited, and it is on those occasions alone that 
the cryof non-interference is raised. 

Governments often profess a desire to effect econ- 
omy ^ but economy is hardly ever practi.sed except by 
the abolition of certain ofBces and the curtailment of 
certaiti salaries. Under such a system of retrench- 
ment the men who generally suffer are natives of India. 
There are, however, wiser methods of effecting econemy 
than by meddling with salaries. Efficiency of the 
public service has a definite relation to the number of 
servants employed and the amount of salaries given to 
them. Tiiere are, no doubt, superfliioiis and overpaid 
offices ; but it is not to these that the shears are 
applied, nor, if they were applied, would the re.sult be 
(Hipsiderable. The departments in which economy 
coiikl most usefully effected are the Army and the 
Pnhlic Works ; and yet, singularly enotigh, these ai*© the 
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departments which have been invariably excluded from 
the operation of all schemes of retrenchment, and whicli 
have been absorbing more and more of public money. 

With regard to the extension of the educational 
system and the development of industrial life, a great 
deal remains to l>e done ; but there is no cause of 
despondency, for Government itself very often manifests 
interest in these subjects. At the present moment the 
main topics of agitation are the increased employment 
of natives of India in the civil and military services, 
the concession to natives of India of the privilege of 
bearing arms as volunteers, and the development of 
representative institutions. These are the demands 
of educated India; and they are fair and legitimate, 
in view of the principles and policy which England 
has so often declared, and has attempted in a large 
measure to carry out. To refuse to natives of India 
the privilege of bearing arms is to cast a slur on their 
loyalty, to perpetuate their demoralisation which has 
resulted from disuse of arms, and to deprive them of 
the opportunity of rebutting the charge of imbecility 
and cowardice which is so often laid against them. 
Justice and economy alike demand that the children 
of the soil should be more largely employed than they 
have been in the civil as well as the military service 
of the country. They ask for no favour, but seek only 
to be treated according to their deserts. They hold 
the English people and the English Ooverument bound 
by pledges solemnly made.»* Among those pledges are 
the following : 
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“ That no native of the iiaU territories [ India] nor 
any natural born subject of His Majesty resident there- 
in shall, by reason only of his religion, place of birth, 
descent, colour, or any of them, be disabled from hold- 
ing any place, office or employment under the said 
Government.” [ Act 3 & 4. Will IV. c. 85. s. 87 ] 

“ We hold ourselves bound to the Natives of our 
Indian Territories by the same obligations of Duty 
’which bind us to all our other Subjects; and those 
obligations by the Blessing of Almighty God, we shall 

faithfully and conscientiously fulfil And it is 

our further will that, so far as may be, our Subjects, 
of whatever Race or Creed, be freely and impartially 
admitted to Offices in our Service, the .Duties of which 
they may qualified by their education, ability, and 
integrity, duly to discharge.” [ Proclamation by the 
Queen in Council to the Princes, Chiefs and people of 
India. Published by the Governor-General at Allnha- 
ba<J, 1.^ November 1858.] 

It is but natural that violations or attempts at viola- 
tion of these promises should be viewed with alarm by 
natives of India. Attempts at violation are made 
whenever it is suggested that a certain portion of ap- 
pointments in the Covenanted Civil Service should be 
reserved either for Englishmen or for natives of India, 
or that some of the uncovenanted appointments should 
be r<3serve(i for certain sects or races, and, indeed, 
wheneym* it is said, explicitly or by impUcatioiit that 
or residence in a particular province 
to any extent, however small, either 
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a qualification or a disqualification for appointments. 
Such attempts have been made from time to time. 

Kristo Das Pal’s political programme included the 
topics here referred to. The subject of representative 
institutions had not assumed the same importance in his 
day that it has since ; nor had the subject of volunteer- 
ing come prominently into public notice. Upon all 
the other subjects his ideas were as definite and 
mature as those of the best informed critics and agitators 
of the present day. But his practical schemes hinged 
t>n no system of political principles. He was in pos- 
session of no generalised truths ; he had not assimilated 
the ideas of the most advanced thinkers. Therefore, 
though liis discussion of political topics was practically 
useful, and though he valued pi*ogress, he had not that 
ardour, that confidence, and tliat definiteness of view, 
which mastery of principles gives. For instance, he 
does not seem to have distinguished the ctmditions 
which must regulate legislation in stationary countries 
like India from those which determine legislation in 
progressive countries like England. A passage in Sir 
Henry Maine’s A^vcient Law throws light upon the 
point: “^With respect to progressive societies it may 
be laid down that social necessities and social opinion 
are always more or less in advance of Law/’ Law 
performs diiierent functions in stationary and in pro- 
gressive countries. Where the people are progressive, 
LaW'attempts to overtake public opinion ; new laws are 
d^tjUttided by cbaiiging opinion and social exigencies. 
In a stationary country Law must be an agent of 
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progress and not a mere register of progress. It must 
be ahead of public opinion, and must lead it. In a 
pingreasive country, it is sufEcient condemnation of a 
law that.it is not wanted by the peopl^ for legislation 
serves the formal purpose of recognising popular opinion 
and giving effect to it by authoritative commands. 
In stationary countries Law has to be aggressive and 
to advance society by an external impetus, without, 
however, disturbing Order. This is a distinction 
which it is especially necessary to observe in India. 
Almost the whole of the criticism which is directed 
against progressive legislation in India may }>e summed 
up in tlie following questions : “ Wlio wanted the law? 
What practical exigency will it remove?” These 
V questions are very often irrelevant. In a country 
like India, people would never complain, though they 
might be on the brink of ruin. Opinion dues not 
change ; wants never arise, or are never felt. After 
the legislature has removed wants, people discover 
that wants existed. The Englishman values the right 
to vote, and demands it; the native of India must 
l>o taught to value the right by being given it. In 
England, institutions are the expression of the ideas 
of the people ; in India institutions have to be created 
ill order that they might suggest ideas to the people. 
In liackward countries the main value of liberal insti- 
tutions is their value as an educating agency. The 
analogy of legislation may be carried into other depart- 
ments of life. In England, public meetings and, in 
fact, every sort of political agitation, are the result of 
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popular feeling ; in India they are conducted by a few 
advanced men to evoke and to educate popular feeling. 

Kristo Das Pal, though he recognised the poverty 
of the Indian people and discovered a remedy in the 
development of industry, bad scarcely realised the true 
nature of the situation. The causes of the poverty 
‘are many. It is not necessary to make an attempt to 
enumerate them, but they may be classified under 
three heads. I*’. The acts of the English Government. 
2^ The acts and the habits of the people. 3°. The 
operation of natural laws. Kristo Das Pal took very 
elaborate notice of the first group of causes, inade((uate 
notice of the second, and no notice of the third. His 
occupation was mainly critical, and he did not fail to 
comment on such actions of the English Govern- 
ment as the incurring of extravagant expenditure 
on the arm\% the public works and the services ; 
tlie imposition of heavy taxes and rents ; the reckless 
exportation of grain ; the repealing of import duties 
on cotton goods ; the burdening of India with the 
expenses of wars undertaken by .England for her own 
imperial purposes. He also bestowed some attention 
on those causes of poverty for which the people tliem- 
selves were responsible, such as indolent habits, and an 
absence of organisation and adventure ; the injudicious 
use of capital ; reckless multiplication of the race. 
But deeper than all these causes are the social laws, 
working spontaneously and unobserved, in accordance 
with which an inferior race inevitably decays when 
brought into contact with a superior race, and ends 
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either by being extinct, or being absorbed in the 
superior race, or being reduced to an extremely poor 
and degraded condition. De Tocqueville has drawn 
un admirable picture* of the fate whnih has overtaken 
the Negro and the Red Indian after they were brought 
into political contact with the White man in America. 
That is a picture which one can hardly look at without 
emotion ; and it is impossible to reproiluce it here. 
The analogy is not very great l)etween the condition 
of the Negroes and the Red Indians on the one 
hand and that of the poverty-stricken masses of India 
on the other ; but there are a few faint lines of 
resemblance, and the following passages may have 
interest. 

W^en the Indians were the sole inhabitants 
of the wilds from whence they have since been ex- 
pelled, their wants were few. Their arms were of their 
own manufacture, their only drink was the water of 
the Urook, and their clothes consisted of the skins of 
animals, whose flesh furnished them with food. 

The Europeans introduced amongst the savages of 
North America fire-arms, ardent spirits, and iron ; they 
taught them to exchange for manufacture the 

rough garments which bad previously satisfied^ their 
untutored simplicity. Having acquired new tastes, 
without the arts by which they could be gratified, the 
Indians were obliged to have recourse to the workman^ 
ship of the Whit^ ; but in return for their productions 


* Bee IMmocmc^ in Amcrim* Vol. I. Ch. XVlll. 
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the i^vage had nothing to offer except the rich furs 
which still abounded in his woods. Hence the chase 
became necessary/ not merely to provide for his sub- 
sistence, but in order to procure the only objects of 
barter which he could furnish to Europe. Whilst the 
watits of the natives were thus increasing, their re- 
sources continued to diminish.” 

Properly speaking, therefore, it is not the Euro- 
peuns who drive away the native inhabitants of Ame- 
rica ; it is famine wdiich compels them to recede ; a 
happy distinction which had esca})ed the casuists of 
former times, and for which we are indebted to modern 
iliscovery ! ” 

Here are a few faint lines of resemblance. The 
Negro and the Red Indian have been ruined not only 
by competition with the European, but also by harsh, 
tyrannical laws, and by brutal conduct in the shape of 
direct, forcible expulsion. In India laws are generous, 
and Government is humane, but the process of natural 
selection goes on ; and nothing has been done by the 
Government or the people to avert its consecpiences. 
The people are more intellectual, and can assimilate 
European civilisation more readily than the Negro and 
the R^d Indian ; and, therefore, they have fared better. 
Nevertheless, national poverty in India is serious, and it 
is the result of causes which have operated in America. 
The wants of the native.s are increasing ; their resources 
are diminishing. Indigenou.s industry is well nigh ex- 
tinguished. The people mainly depend on agriculture ; 
and a single untoward season brings famine and death. 
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Qovernment ami agricuUiiristi^ very nearly exhaust tlie 
popiiMtion of the couutiy. Traces of native prosperity 
are to be found in a few small classes, — the salaried 
classes, the professional men, and, in,«, provinces wliere 
there is the Permanent Settlement, the Zemindars. 
These are the few small oases in the vast desert of Indian 
poverty. The English official, planter, or trader oti the 
one hand, and the famished, squalid peasant, the over- 
worked, down-trodden coolie on the other, very nearly 
complete tlic picture of Indian economic life. The 
whole nation cannot be a nation of Zemindars or clerks, 
lawyers or doctors. Industry is the mainstay of a 
civilised people, and there is no industry in India. 
1'he old Indian industry has perished in competition 
with JSuropean, and none has grown up in its place. 
The machines of Europe, the superior energy and 
organisation, and the larger cspital of the Europeans, 
have driven out of the field the Indian artisan. The 
circumstances of the country are such that the agricul- 
turist has very little chance of developing into the 
artisan. The facilities for enhancement of rent are 
great and there is no maximum limit of enhancement. 
The ryot, therefore, ha.s little motive to improve bis 
land, and he can save nothing which may serve as capital 
for industrial operations. The capitalists of the country 
have seldom investod their capital in industrial enter- 
prise, and have exhibited little capacity for acting in 
partnership Kristo Das Pal, if he liml taken an 
adequate view of the economic situation and traca<l it 
to its causes, would have written differently about 
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Zemindars and ryots from what he actually wrote, and 
would have attached more importance than he ilid 
attach to the development of industrial life. 

To view with unconcern the decadence of a nation, 
on the ground that it illustrates the natural law' of the 
Survival of the Fittest, may be scientific but is in- 
liunian. The largest portion of the work of human 
beings consists in resisting some of the operations 
of nature, in adapting nature to the conditions of 
human existence. Life and happiness imply an rulap- 
tation of man to nature and nature to man, not a 
surrender to those forces or tendencies of nature which 
are injurious to man. Human beings construct one 
kind of arrangements to be*able to live comfortably in 
a warm climate, another kiu<l to live in a cold climate. 
They seek to remove the pangs of disease, to rescue 
fellowmen from danger and distress. The statesman, 
the physician, the engineer, the navigator, the cultivator, 
the artisan, are all employed in what may be called iiieta- 
plioricall}' a process of subduing Nature. Nature never 
is actually subdued ; her uniformities arc independent 
of the control of man. Nevertheless, human beings are 
perpetually attempting to secure existence and happi- 
ness, not by inaction, not by submitting to be played 
on, like the rock or the tree, by forces of nature, but 
by voluntary efforts directed to that adaptation which 
makes existence and happiness possible. The fact is, 
Man is a part of Nature ; but as he is endowed with 
intelligence, will, and moral feeling, he has to be active 
and not, like* the rest of nature, passive and mecha- 
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fiical. He has to act with a purpose, and the purpose 
of the civilised man is human happiness. Experience 
has shown that the state of nature is not the happiest 
state. Civilisation has been a continuing struggle 
with nature, that is, a conscious transformation of 
natural conditions in order to secure the gt*eatest 
amount of human happiness. It is true, human 
l>eings cannot disturb the sequences of nature. But it 
is also true that Progress consists in utilising tl. i 
sequences of Nature to secure the happiness of Man. 
It is not only proper but imperative to seek human 
welfare by voluntary effort. The sequences of 
nature determine the kind and Jirection of effort; 
they are not themselves rules of conduct, or ends 
of life. One of the sequences of nature is the 
survival of the fittest If tlierc is a struggle at all 
lietweeii the fit aud the unfit, the fit survive and are 
bound to survive. ‘ Fit ’ is a relative term, and means 
‘ fit to live under given conditions ; ’ " fittest ' means 
‘ most fit to live under given conditions.’ ‘ The fittest 
survive,’ in the literal sense of the words, is a verbal 
, proposition. Survival follows from fitness ; and fitness 
means the capacity to survive. But there is a sense in 
which there is real predication in the proposition * The 
fittest survive.’ The proposition implies that there 
is a sthi^le in nature. That there is a struggle one 
cannot know a p^^iori, in the same way as one can 
know that ^ there is a stnig^le the more fit will lieat 
the lik As a matter of fact, a struggle does go 
on. When the struggle goes on between masses of 



Chap. VII. 


POLITICAL IDEAS AND WORK. 


141 


men, it i^hould not be viewed with inJiifeiience, To 
allow the weak to die when they can be saved, is 
wrong ; and it is not only wrong but foolish to kill the 
strong and allow the weak alone to live. The only 
tiling that can be done is to put a stop to the struggle 
and to sepanite the combatants ; the next step is to 
’ give the weaker party more iitnoss than it has. In 
tliis way the standard of fitness goes on rising until 
nlfimatel*/ the world is so overcrowded that a struggle 
liecomes uu€i voidable. But, as a matter of fact, long 
before the fin. catastrophe is reached, the strong prey 
upon the weak. Iv war, conquest and annexation, there 
is deliberate exertion of force. In industrial life, no 
force is consciously exerted. But as soon as the struggle 
in such life is noticed, it becomes the duty of men in 
power to protect the weaker party, as a provisional 
arrangement, and to impart to it strength. The de- 
cayed industry of India can be renovated only by the 
joint action of the Government, tlie capitalists, and 
* the people who are fit to be the labouring classes. 
What particular modes of action are to be adopted, 
it is impossible to state here in detail. The labouring 
classes will oe easily found. Government also i.s alive 
to its responsibilities. Indian administrators like Lord 
Bipon, Lord Dufferin and Lord Reay have exhibited the 
warmest interest in the developnaqat of industrial life, 
and there are reasons to believe that definite schemes will 
soon be framed and carried into execution. But native 
capitalists, such as the landed ** aristocracy ’* of Bengal, 
have hardly yet awakened to a sense of their duties. 
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Not being furnished with any definite body of 
principles, Krisio Das Pal had no ideas to suggest 
ii))Out the remodelling of the entire system of Indian 
administration. Except the suggestion made by Mr. 
John Bright, several years ago, that India could onl}’' 
be governed by being broken up into a number of 
divisions, Kristo Das Pal hatl hardly any idea which 
reached down to first principles. The remarkable 
chapter of New Indian entitled “ Political Reconstruc- 
tion is, after all, the outcome of a Philosophy. 
Kristo Das Pal bad no definite ideas of Reconstruction, 
for he had no Philo.sopliy. He imperfectly realised the 
growing difficulties of Indian administration, and the 
difficulties in the way of the development of an Indian 
nationality. The difficulties are great even in the way 
of a thorough politiml solidarity of all India. Sooner 
or later, some of Mr. Cotton’s suggestions will have to 
l>e accepted. The absence of a common religion and 
of common blood, is one of India’s standing difficulties, 
and it is impossible to discard for over the idea of 
segregating some of the races and sects which inhabit 
this country. The English language, the railway, and 
common political rights and duties, have gone far and 
will go further in promoting unity ; but is 'doubtful 
if by themselves they will ever be sufficient to sub-« 
stitute complete order for the present chaos. 

Kristo Das Pal’s indifference to the most generalised 
Ideas, deepens the analogy of his character with 
the English. The English, as a nation, have seldom 
exhibited an appreciation of great Ideas. Several of 
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their institutions are embodiments <if noble ideas, 
but the institutions were created not because they 
embodied those ideas but because they would meet 
some pressing practical emergency. Liberty of the 
press is a great idea, but it is not as an idea that 
it came to be rec<^ised. Tlie House of Commons 
^condemned the Licensing Act, not on the groat (question 
of principle, not as a thing essentially evil, ** but on 
account of the petty grievances, the exactions, the 
jobs, the commercial restrictions, the domiciliary visits 
which were incidental to it.” Great causes have been 
won in England, solely on grounds of practical expe- 
diency, and they have been won not always by states- 
man and thinkers, but very often by insignificant and 
even contemptible characters. The repeal of the 
Licensing Act is a8.sociate<l not with the arguments of 
the Areopaxf itUsa, but with the title-page of a pamphlet 
entitled “ King William and Queen Mary, Conquerorn'' 
which Blount wrote and Bohun licensed. “Wilkes 
• was a worthless profligate ; but he had a remarkable 
faculty of enlisting popular sympathy on his side ; and 
by a singular irony of fortune he became in the entl 
the chief instrument in bringing about three of the 
greatest advances which our Constitution has made.”^ 
The English people, if they are fetish-worshippers at 
all, worship more fetishes than one. They sometime.^ 
fall flat at the feet of Liberty ; sometimes they burn 
incense at the altar of Coercion. They invite other 
nations to worship Liberty consistently, but they cannot 
♦ Green's HiMortf 0 / the En^Hsh People, Vol. iv. p. 221. 



144 


POLITICAL IDEAS AND WORK. Chap. VII. 


ignore the majesty of Coercion oven when Mr. Gla<l- 
stone addresses them thus: '"I ask that we should 
firactise what we have so often preached, in our own 
case with firm and fearless hand, the doctrine which 
we have so often inculcated upon others — namely, tliat 
the concession of local self-gov^nment is not the way 
to sap or impair but the way to strengthen and consolid- 
ate unity These are matters remote from Indian 
politics, but they illustrate the temper of the English 
people. Kristo Das Pal understood them thoroughly; 
and, in addressing the English official, seldom em- 
ployed any arguments but those which had reference 
to immediate utility; hut there can he no doubt 
that he would have enhanced his usefulness by closer 
attention to first principles than he thought fit to 
give them. His speech delivei'ed in the Legislative 
Council of India, on the 9th of March 1883, on 
the Ilbert Bill,*’ touches general principles, and 
thopgh it produced no immediate practical effect, it is 
desiined to have more permanent value than any other 
speech which he made. The exigencies of the hour 
pass away, but the interests of Truth and Liberty endure 
for ever. We are apt to boast, in this ^ntury, of our 
superior enlightenment, our toleration of every kind of 
opinion and belief, our readiness to accept truth wher- 
ever found ; but we know by experience that the most 
sacred i^ses are not exempt from danger to-day. And 
t^e now as it was in Milton’s day that thousands 
may have oeoaeion to regret the loss of a neg- 
lected truth for arhlM^ whole nations fare the worse. 


mi 



CHAPTER virr, 

IN THE HOME AND IN SOCIETY, 

It wfts liicky for Kiisto Das Pal that he was not 
a member of a huge joint family. The jarring interests, 
the tumult, the commotion, the squabbles, — petty and 
serioua— of tiiat miscellaneous conglomeration of human 
beings oalleii a Hindoo joint fEunily, ore fatal to peace- 
ful living and to sustained thought and work. Krista 
Das Pal was a member of a joint family, but it was. 
not so laige, nor composed of so heterogeneous elements, 
as to Interfere, seriously with his peace of mind or his 
work. Yet he had no rest. From early morning till a 
late hour in the evening, he had to receive visitors, most 
of whom wanted some favour. Latterly he had acquired 
the art of writing his articles and doing other work in the 
presence of his visitors and while talking to them. If he 
* had thought of waittng 611 his visitors had left him, he 
would have had to wmt for ever. The afternoons he 
used to spend in the rooms of the British Indian 
Association. Even there the visitors pursued him. 
A groat deal of hk work had to be postponed from 
day-^time to ni^lHtiiiie, and he hardly ever went to 
bed before om or two in 6ie miming* Bengidi society 
reeegnts^ uo deftnim^ houte of visiting. If any Bengali 
gentleman^ hoirove^ high fak po6tioti| giave die world 
to lindmastaiiil; 6nit he would ^roceive vititort only at 
omrtahi houfs not at outers, his countrymen of 
S 
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Bengal would be highly ioeeoRed and never fotgive 
him. Visitors reserve to themselves the liberty of 
vhating. at any hour they please. And how long their 
visits Are ! Sometimes, the visits are real visitations. 
I'ho visitor does not discover that he is making him- 
self a bore, that he is wasting vduable time, but 
persists in talking or in sitting, until fatigue or his 
own business makes him shift his position. No Bengali 
had to receive ssieh a large numbmr ot vimtors as Kristo 
Das Pal ; and one can only regret that he was so mudU 
annoyed and vms compelled to work beyond time. 
An Englishman will find life unbearable nnder such 
conditions ; will absolutely refuse to submit to them ; 
but a Bengalee must have great powers of endumnce. 
In the end, even the Bengalee has to pay the penalty 
for unlimited sociabilUy, for the laws of health refuse to 
adapt themaelvM to the idiosynmasiesof Bengali society. 

The annoyance and the worry to which a Bengali 
is. aabjected in his home are, very often, fatal to. Ins 
suecess in any work whmh demands tnuupulBty of 
soul and stmtdy industry. The "sweet home'* of » 
Bes^di is, in the hugest nninberof oaass; a aouroe of 
endhMH cMstnmtion and emhanwaMnent. If the waU* 

IS* ’i . 

wal^ whmb talent and genius have Imd to live and 
wmk. oould he questijonedi what a tale fhejr wonid tetit. 
What a sbedcUhg of teaiu tin^ hmw «tlttfisaed.i what 
siiho and dec^r th^ hato heaidt .What. 

-.of^ htaite; ja^mr»tiBdN''tp«l twrrme 
pnEa^lniedrid'i^^ and^ammedawd^ hhiBed 

again, 4^ the uaw^ng annrendet of htfob 
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ov«i|(olirarii^ fbnes of domestic misery < The Hindu 
home hee omsbed many a spark of native fire, buried 
many a neble project. Poverty is not the wmst of its 
destnietive i^encies; but the agitation of feelii^ caused 
by the living together of a large number of men and 
women, very few of whom are in sympathy with each 
' other, and almost evmy one whom has some grievance 
as (^[Oittst the rest, cannot fiiil to deaden the energies. 
The ({tianels of women, the deepHssated nudice of men,- 
the " mighty contests ’* which " rise from trivial tilings, " 
give nos iest to the unfortunate inmate of the Hindu 
home. The fight rages sometimes about a point of 
dignity, sometimes about money, sometimes about 
questions of autiiority and obedience. .Oocasiou^ly 
of course, there is intermission of active hostilities ; 
but no mote peaceful condition is ordinarily readied 
than that of Mmed neutrality. 

HLristo Das Pal’s was, apparently, a tranquil home. 
At any rate it was tranquil so far as he was concerned ; 

* he was not disturbed. There must have been annoy- 
anas from time to time, and many a time his feelings 
must have bemi harrowed, but nothing serious is known 
to Imve occurred. Ho far os is publicly known, ques- 
tiims of oasuistryipever arose th hia home, but it is 
pnsdady Midi questions whidi occasion tirouble to the 
Wirtihi. I^e quts^ms are forced upon a num by < his 
rdaUmts. fie is told : If y«m have any respect for 
me^oiv if ybh have auy olTectimi for me,^ou must do 
so^aadthch a tUi^ to suoti and sudi apetson j'-and 
yet the dting. ti^ig may be cruel and immoral. 
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Kriito Das Pal’s relaUoos were ^^Mun^tly not so ui> 
oeowderste as to pbtoe him, in suefa a situatiM; and 
teiftlierrfore went on smoothly. .Yet .in his homahe 
wi#.jidt fi*ee ftotn anxiety. Piwry home. h«lS' its jeaies 
ani respomii^liUes, and . they ate-fidt wHh -petiuliar 
keanness by the man who is san^ne, who is over' 
cahtious, and who is rich in the feelings of tenderness. 
Sa<di a man finds occasion of imnety everywhere and 
"at all timea Kristo Das Fid conM hardly sepatate 
himsdf fitom his home for a single day withont a pang. 
If business or the demands of health took hiia.;away 
from Gahmtta even f<w a short im», he twonld indrt on 
being written to every day tixtat tiie state of ^i^ira in 
his boma Qp one oooastcm he had tidcen a shmt hcji* 
day |md jeti^ to a qidet {daoe at:aoine.4iittanee fimm 
€alctttta, where he used to receive lettmn evmfy day 
from his son.. One di,y no letter oame. >fle imme- 
diately made np his mind to go baek to Cafruttih end 
left; the place the same day. ^e sligbtesti ‘ailment nf 
a :&ild filled him with aBximy>aadf«vms diww4e^ 
frimi him. A inind so tonder, 80.e<m4!4fnt«ntld:ban% 
atond vmde dhwdu, ,ai4 the loss 


his h(>nrt mdst ihave given him wminda.that;.;t;o«dd not 
hetd. Ke }o^ twanf his c^dtnn hij! iSs idfr* hp 
'hf had bsnn ;m«Pded'.iin,;-J!8(!!^5>IP^ 

, • ^'ia^^thK^ghtST' wttsvived.', h^;- {to 

''her|^vspseat^',lm^,<hlpt'Jl>|fi^:|i^^ l^t 
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lie ooald faaxdty bear it He referred to it in the follovr- 
tusifiei^ in a letter addressed to Mr. Lethbridge 
(now Bofier Lethbridge) : “God has smitten me 
8or<%, and Ijnust try to be resigned, 'hot can feel no 
fiirtlier iuieie^ in life ; and shall not lire long.” There 
is something in this, at least as touching 4s in Burke’s 
lament orer the death his proinuung son : “The 
storm has gone over me ; mid I lie like one of tlipse 
old eaks Wbieh the late hurricane has scattered aboitf* 
me. ' 1 am stripped of all my honours, 1 am tom up 
by tfaO' roots, and lie prostrate on the earth !....! 
am alone; I have none to meet my enemies in the 
gate.” But 'Burke lost a son “ who in tdl the points 
in whirii peirsonal merit could be viewed, . . . would 
not have shewn himsetf inferior” to any of his an> 
cerirn^ Kristo Ibis, consecrating with tears tlie me- 
mory' of!' an infimt; and left prostrate by its death, is 
a'holiM speotade than one is ordinarily permitted to 
see in thkntUitmian age. 

* Thme are men. who would, regard as weakness such 
an eatete'tri' tendmuess^ But the view which condemns 
intensity wf i^foctiota as a weakness, assumes an ideal of 
Itte rihieh' it is-diffioult to admire. The man tliat has 
Ho tenrie id his son! has bemi held cap^de of com- 
(he s^miest crimes. An^^of the man that caotiot 
famig^ tee “ whole life is rire^y a toteson and a ateata- 
-tee Ite^tthet Cannot 

,^ ^g|i te:tie<diaite^e(~thanriteere^,l^^ He'is not httman. 

saueteaiy the human sOuL Not 

'' 'l^^.sahit;‘te>b'the'|pm«MM)e'«f' thi ascetio/ 
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bat:nMl buBawn Th« %k>p«mi, U«»«g s 

poiilicftl Ufe. iwserves a laijge poBtim of hk 
foe tbo . State, % aociety ; dm Hu^u^k io 

ItUk home, and there bk J|ffacditM>> » its 

mofft coBceolmted forqa, k bestowed qpOB- Up proi^ 
objecta The European ought not to be oaUed bard* 
lieatted, instead of attending exclusively to hk heme, 
be devotes so much of hk feelings energies and resmiroes 
to the support of the state, to tbe discharge ef hk duties 
to society ; nor ought the Hindu to be called sel&di, .for 
though he 'Very imperfectly realises bk duties aS a 
citizen he exhibits a high order of virtues in hk heme. 
The virtues of the European and the Hindu are coip* 
jdementary. The indifference the Hindu to bk 
public duties ,1^1 one of the chief d^edk of dikcharac- 
ter, but if he has a redeeming feature.it khk kindUeess 
of feeling mrypi^ted in, the home. Yadoos cau^ 
ever, have been tending to alter thu ’dlpllif^ .c^araetar ; 
new Wants and increasing poverty bavehaaiik^kiitg.'U^air 
theaweetaess of bife and ho|atoeyeIel^ded^kttlt^epite>- 
ful, ifonhydoyiiig men and womesb hpfe.heeii Wng 
tim-iadM^^ebe^ulii^as of otden, tikes.. . < , . 

iiikto Has Fai> lived a spkfda .Hf^ Bk 
weal feiv ; hk haints upc^^pd^. ; kkl., ip»jr 

atoket regpet.lbat hk awita ureie,, apd Juawy 
ef hk .frknds will ik^'dkpotod hk rlyle 
not ..dtegkikk vsttl^ 

.1^, , (Mf ;hk ■ , eiipeksftp''. 'Wklki., 
lki|e{;!^kkhd .k-w. u»y':kikM!k-'klkik 

|)kd hf ^kkt .iKh#t^,,dkF; 
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legftrdiog the demands of economy. In the long run 
lie ai%ht have been a gainer, for hetdth depends upon 
gt)ed living; «*^d no expense would have been too 
great to^ secure a longer lease of life than lie bad. 
But it would be wrong to imagine that be deliberately 
elected to live low, and sacrificed health and comfort 
to a love of money. Ideas of comfort vary ; and there 
is every reason to believe that the ideas which Kristo 
Das had, were realised by his mode of life. Fium his 
earliest years he had been brought up in an ascetic 
style i^fcb had apparently deadened bis sensibility 
to the pleasures of Art and to the higher comforts of life. 
His idnate goodness and the active play of his feelings 
pl^vented him from lapsing into cynieism. 

A ' Hindu home, even when quiet and not torn 
asunder by discord, never attains the higliest form of 
happiness. A home which is composed entirely of un- 
educated peo|4Mins the merit of being homogeneous ; 
but it is Ufin^ned. It sometimes happens, however, 
that a Hindu family resklmg iu a single home consists 
of one or two individuals who are advanced in ideas and 
tastes, ndiile the other members are several centuries 
behindhand, intellectually and morally. It thus comes 
te pass that patents and children, bosbatids and wives, 
bfotisers and sisters, are sometimes removed from each 
other hi tlmngbt and feeling by zones and centuries. 

oottiposed of such ^demeuts, the ordinary 
life are, with tact and forbearance, attain- 
gbfe ; 'but ^e haj^ne^ wbi^ springs from intelligent 
com|miiidiisfaip can never be^boped for. There ate no 
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motkers who can .direct iti>e education of diildieii 
fond their character ; no wives wlio can be' lhe 
gepkand. heipfid associates their eidtavated httsbanda 
^oT'.iis the onmber large of the wtcfin who sre fKrefiared 
to order their lives on principles ' of 0Dn8path3r and 
good wilL •' •' , • ’ 

Kiisto Dae had aweetness and light Of sweetness 
especially, he had mere than a common .shMC; Be was 
kind «nd ootirteous to idl, even .to m^ial servants. 
No man was ever repulsed fnnn his door, or heard 
from him -an- unkind word, even in the midst of the 
buMest of his occupations and the sorest of his trials. 
In his home he was never tyraniiiea^ in society he Was 
never disagreeable. If he possessed authority, he 
oeitb^ stretched it, nor exercised it.ia-,it|t lUU nteamire. 
like Englishmen and unlike Bengalis, he bad the art 
of enjoying power and not seeking ceo8jlEht. .qinpor^ 
nities of its exercise. • He . was so mndicil of his. dutsirs 
thet jic never cared to insist, on.his at 

ugai^ Irieiid, relation m MrbordiBatev . .Thettftee he 
was not a pest to . bis Bpbol7^hIlat<ri|:i.nor,^e(. ^9^ 
frimids and eoHeafneSii . He yaa it9t'.sdtf» dcMdt iv»*ad 
dogpiatle,' atad would n<^ timtseen 
causheCwere ti<^ ioliowed;. i Ho wm leseniote 

and was not. jealous (tf. junioia. la iBengj^'hil^geiuit 
..a«d adocaiied.' foii^ Qm»‘a)».''v^ewed|^•1^vpilM^i!4^ 
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they cfiitii^liave the magnanimity to take a young man 
hy tfae hand and help him on. They are in a chronic 
atate oC aervouanesa, and, instead of welooming clever 
young men aa thmr friends, assistants, disciples and in- 
tellectnal sueeessois; put every obstacle in their way. 
The greater the clei^rness of a youth, the more is the 
jealousy he wrili excite. If he gets any assistance at all, 
it win be from Englishmen and not from his own coun- 
trymen. Kvisto Das Pat was above all such jealopsy. 
He was quick to discern merit and to help young men 
to the best of his power. In his youthful days his 
own progress in life had been viewed with jealousy 
and leststed ; and bis bitter experience, instead of 
souring his nature^ had only intensified his sympathetic 
tni{nilses« Adversity chastens the good, embitters the 
perverse. Thu number of persons who are willing to 
Itelp struggling merit is diminishing et'ery day. Kristo 
Das Pal bsd received valualite help in his youth. If 
he had tofae^n life now, he would scarcely be as 
fortunate. One miqr, in these days, occasionally see a 
man living like an old oidc, stately but decayed, giving 
shelter to“ the way-worn traveller and bracing his 
energies ; but the speetaele is becoming rarer day by 
day. Tlfejeewntry may soon be denuded of everytldng 
that ean cast a shadow or afford a shelten and the 
kamney ref life may have to ibe performed amid no 
nmre fisMbihg assockricuis than a fferce auh 
a aroundj aed hot, arid sands beneath, 

r la Si €odii:k^^ je^usy is so great between 

tbw ald‘ the' yeungiV the rieb^ and the poor^ flie 
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Hoceessful and the 8tni|;glhig, -there can hudly exiet 
a daw the meaibent of ndikh are nxdted hy i^nfeihy. 
If a^r^ num je jealone of a poor maia, he irtii he even 
HKitfB -jedem of another rich tWMi. II a moeeMfuil man 
ha» no pity for one nho is straggH;^, be can haedly 
have sympathy with one who is j^hi^roua Educated 
raea will not oomhine, because every (me of them is 
jeahmsef every other; The highest form of fi^nd* 
shi|^ w unknown. MiH, Caimea imd Fawcett were 
wann friends. If there were three distingahhed Eco- 
nomists in Bengal, they woak! fly at each other’s 
throat, for eadi would be jealons of the distinction (d 
the others. That there are exceptions to tiiis rule is 
adiown by the lives of sueh men as Knste I>m Pal. 
He :v|hs one of the few Bengidis ndm eOold work in 
oooeeirt wttii cthersf and who eontd make otiiars work 
tagetiier. In the alisenee <d such a gahluig aptrit, tiie 
only bend of onion among tiie people in a common 
gtie«anct&' When the rights of a class are threatenedv 
it ba^tts to feel mid act as one nmn. in (me sense, 
thenfore, reaetibtiary govemors have done even mere 
gend> to the eonntiy than Regressive nnd> genecens 
ndtiim They have esmked no% kaumg^tife men who 


wete thr victinw of a cmnmon grlevanen ' "For (he 
samk Naten, atmse hiwicd at naitives <d India^i lka% m 
(he ibcl^ mnj'heeii more beneficial than compliaseuts 
gisn^l^'ih»weted'6».tiieni; ' ' v" 

; Ban Pal hid a Isrga drdh ef firhnids. Hie 

l ( i|| i s | »nt lieticj anassaming naKne add 'hia high 
fifewia tittui'/a' ia , 
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ordinarily fortunate enough to get* There were several 
men whO; profemed to be bis friends in order to secure 
bk favours^ and there were several others who made tiie 
honest/ mistake <d supposing that they were bis friends 
and equals becaum tliey had been kindly spoken to or 
written to. Kristo Das had great powers of con versa- 
tion» but though he was genial and lively, he contrived 
to maintain some degree of reserve with regard to the 
more important matters, especially those of a personal 
nature. Ho was intimate with very few. Not more 
than three or four men knew the details of his private 
life, and bad looked into his heait and soul. His 
distinction ctmld not fail to e^xcite jealousy in some 
people, though they seldom exbibiteil active malice, 
probably because it would be powerless to do him barm. 
He never made adisplay of puritanism but lived a purer 
and more rigid life tlian many a man who professes to 
liave dedicated himself to religion. If he had been 
less stoical be would have been more popular than 
he ; was, in Ben^i society* The coaiser pleasures of 
life seem to « be , especially well adapted to develop 
sympathy among those who participate in them. Kristo 
waw remarkable not only for purity, in the ordinary 
sense of* the word, but for honesty alsa Honesty in 
the sniaU a&irs of life is not such a common virtue 
that idiouldj get .no credit for it There is an 
"apinemalde number of men belonging to tlie respect- 
able pri^perous classes of society, who constantly 
taJh of {u^otisvn, social ' reform, moral courage, first 
cjfiuia, and such other toj^, but who mH 
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no( !j/ay tiieir debt^ thou^ ^ey i the m^s 
tu ^y, and who will ev^ nMaii to dbdiby tndcs 
for *^^lie '‘s,jp>arpo«e' 6f <iteiiying the di^o^' Hewti- 
Assocjfttions, sad CoumiHtees B{^otlifled fotr 
-raisihg 8ulMenpticm« for partieuber {rarpott^ '«to 
^ tematac&liy cheated by sonqie meo who w^ld'be 
^opposed incapable of Miy kind of meanneSB. In the 
widoBt sense of'^the word ' pure,’ Kristo Ihts’s life was 
of ^le purest And his virtue was not merely the 
negative sort, l^t was largely kleatiSed with active 
beneficence. He gave relief, to the best of his power, 
to needy and distressed individually and also hdped the 
public tbrougfa such coganised institwdoas oi ifitadty 
]p» the IKatriot. Charitable Soi^ty of Chilcidita. 

.. JA t|e conduct of tit jo^al Kristo IHi» ttostb(k»iigh- 
iy henest As '^no'Qoverimient'coald'OVto his elo- 
quence,” so no priVf^ party, however coUhl 


hire |dl|^adtoeaeyv-llipre toe reawne to believe, Itowever, 
that lu hi|i( ipalmiest day^ high oSriale iiere sbmetlmes 
extoentelp'a'*^'”''**’ support nf'psyrticnto 


raeawires, and n is prolHtoto -itoie^'m 

eridt^iattt was liiss ' trendtant thsii it 

hav«!been. Bdi 'endi medeta^ ;ef^t^ 

totun! what may be csiHed i^Bdairpressiite, iia4 

icaat of ^siwurasty. tto the< in 

-pessesristodP’ths ofiMto-"totp1atoi^u''^;;^i^^^^ 

’ftof%'’:he..|raS')able 
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oon^ADtljr gttfisring that he had lost, or was prepared 
to. . lOBO^ : . his independenoe. Yet there is oot a 
single insMueoe to show that firom personal motives 
he made a^ sitnender of his conscience. Kristo 
Das Pal mixed in Anglo-Indian society, but .not 
^intimately. He never dined with Europeans, and 
never cared for cIosot sodial intercourse than being in 
their company and conversing with them. He attached 
grefd yalne to such intercourse and used to describe 
it as im M^tempt “ to bridge the gulf” between the 
Hihdoo.and the European. He was pleased with such 
an attempt whenever^ it was made. No doubt, all 
efforts to iworaote mutual good feeUng by social in- 
teroburse diould be encourt^fed, but experience shows 
tbi^ !^y cannot go very far. lihe English^ who have 
very little . adaptability, will not mix on equal terms 
with men. who are wholly oriental in their ways; nor 
will they t<derate the equality sc^ght by men who are 
anglideed. They cannot forget they are conquerors. 
I!bediffi$olties in the way of free social intercourse have 
been ^'lortb with admirable clearness and accuracy 
by Mr. CSottOB:<aad. Mn Blunt, and it is not necessary 
to ,#ta^ them over again brne. Kristo Das Pal was 
v«y little. He thought it was enough 


at Ittduuis could and eccasiooally meet 

in aidfaepp^inom and ouiveiae with each other. 

> Daa PH.ihdBtrates the mode in 

(grates in the prCiiMt 


f r«y few ca^ called tefea 
‘'wixi ^ membeiidiip of caste was that 
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ia spiW of his edoeatioB, ia spite of «»» exalted ihmI 
inflaeSttial he eottW liot sit <tewB to dinner 

with Is^nhers, however iiudgoifiesnt, poor and deUssrf, 
of '«^ of the superior 4saates, such as the ®W»fcmm 
or KdffwHi. Nor oonW he be raarried into any fatoily 
belon^ag to a caste different from his own. 'ttie Vi^ 
roy of India might have no objectk® to dine with him, 
but a poor <w iCayestfe earning or ten 

rapees a month as a Cook, »iw»w, or clei*, (tonld iwer 
bring hinwelf down so low as to dine with Hon’ble 
Kristo Das Pal, or to marry a member of his family. 
Whatever' the philosophical defence Of' caste may be, 
apd whatever good it may have done in ancient times, 
any »»«» tiiat has observed it in its actnal operation in 
tfao Imia of to*day. will be relnotaat W ^i^te the 
trteth of Sir Henry Maine’s judgment that caste is 
“the roost disastrous and falightiBg of ait hnman 
instituti on s , *? The economic advantages of Avimon 
of labour, too educational advantages of confinfeg 
jwf.y*iMilar tfeuMos, through generations, to parricuhMf 
oomiftttioa% have been vasrty over^weighed bJ' the 
dfeadenntages inddent to the inOtitatiMik: In 'fee^ ma 
advai^^ are visible at all. Tieide and iildustiy have 
decayed ; and no progress has been made for centmies 
in jsny On the other. I^dr 
gmowth of oa^onaMty! has hepn flli«di»d» i«dht 
beeh rendered 

wtHt'>toateihpt%'.te^^d^«^ 

■i fei^ftesn^yi- acbordam* 'Wi^'litiintoalle’lin*^; 

< o^ ? nd^tee’Htetei^^ of bibl^ect n# 
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cliacaetflr W rsmltod from the faet of men sad iromen 
bei)^ comprileci to marry within oertain naitow iknAes, 
namely the eaiMee or elaems to whiob tiiey bebng. 
No immediate remedy may be available. The in- 
RtitnUon of oaate cannot be suddenly swept away; 
aod if ^ oouhl be, the sodden and foroiMe removal 
would be AO onmixed good. Oaste will exist. But it 
ou^t to be gradually modified, and opinion most he 
prepared for its pn^pessive modification. It is one 
thing to tolerate an evil as a neoemary evil, and 
quite ano^r thing to defend it as a blesang. The 
life of Kriato Baa Pal proves that talent and character 
are not the monopoly of the higher castes, that it 
is poanUe for a man of low oaste to command the 
respect and sympathy of Uie whole country, and to 
be a qualified and approved representative of all 
chuMeS, and that the Hindu commumty is in no way- 
lienefited by a rig^ and eternal separation of castes 
from each o^er. The institution of caste now centres, 

* not in any trade or occupation, but in Eating and 
Marrying. A man loses caste by eating with, or being 
connected by marriage with, people of another caste. 
So-also a roan may lose caste if he eats food prohibited 
by the Itindu ehostms or cooked by un-Hindu hands, 
or plies a catling which for him is ignoble; but the 
latter case scarcely ever happens. A change of the law 
or custom governing Marriage would now be premature 
and^-prubeldy lead to a disturbance of (^der. The 
' mofit' itatuial and hennless modification of Caste would 
W to ri^ rules ci Eating. No man ^uld be 
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wsisbed by society for MtiMg wbBtoTor bo likes sod 
iritb wbo»»oever be likes. Lw^ DUmbere of Hindus 
Mt fojphibitpd me^ privately ; let tbo private practice 
le .llpbUely . sOBctioned, Kriste Das Pal beW veiy 

ibei^ vteWi - (rf sockd .questiona He was lb: fovour 
]f Hindu social refiMran, provided it f** 
peaceful, wid one of the main reasons sriiy be valued 
Bni^ish education, was that it would <^pen men's eyes 
to tee social evils white existed. HiMfrite CSiendear 
Mukerjesk was mure outspteen than Kristo' Das, _ and 
in an artede which he ynrote in 185j?,'desorU)ed p<dy- 
gamy, the enforced oelibaiqr of widows, and "other 
abmmnations,” as "evils that w«» asteig inW the 
i^ery cme <rf social morals and bapj^wesa’V Such a 
description would be cons^esed unpateiorie Iqr tee 

ifotetgteuous teampfoim oli Hinduism* wiibeo m^enuity 

is , equal to the defence of . tee grpesest absnrditiea 
Kriste Das Pal lived a Hindu bfe, Imt clearly saw the 
evUs of tee ri^me which had' devitaBsed- Hindu 
soei<%'.^ 



CHAPTER IX. 

VlBWa ON REUOION AND EDUCATION. 

Hr. Jamte Rpitledge, in the excellent letter previ- 
tiasly wfeited to, deeoibes in the following - terms 
the lehgioue wtlitade at Kristo Das Pol ; “ He met 
^ MisBummsM on a principle as simple as that on 
which he met Hie €kkveniiBS&t. fie clmmed for them 
the utmem' fSeeedom. He demanded 4com them that 
tiiey should use no undue influences ; that thQr should 
not eoeroe,^and' should not buy converts. Qiant him 
these oondcHons, and the devoted Jesuit and the devot* 
ed Bmsbytwisa were mRte his fitieiids. Deny him 
these eeaditiotts, and he had for Hie man who boui^t 
cooverte the most resolute, the most unflinching and 

the most tedouhtaUe O[qaositian Evmyhody 

had josHee and fidr pkyflsom thisaohle Hindu .... 
Bis . own £sitii he allowed no man to interfere with. 
He was a Hiadn m* ffindns. To my that he worship* 
ped' isu^fee vreold be ahsurd. No intelUgmit and 
edtioated Hiodn does that^ at any ndte in these times. 

’ SSum.he* wmehiiqMd Qod 1 know, though what idea 
sact^.he asioife^ .wiHi the temi 1 do not know, 
<eed :l.«hfil hot bmimtt mnch if X nevw do. X pi 
pdl^of j|;;hmmtifel hnman mol, high above mdin* 
-nmet of e«py evaHon, scornful of 

eapaHle^ m any aafi’-eacvifice, reoUem of any 
eoMefpiemide .ho himiaelf when he stood fer tto tig^t, 
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To apoli^ise for such a man that his faith wan not this 
or that, would be to cast on his memoiy a dishonour 
whi^ never shall be cast on it bjr me.” 

Mr. Boutiedge is light In one wonders, how, 
being an Englishman, he conld so thMwighl^’sqppve- 
ciide the position of a Biadn. Tetgr jbsr Seglidhnen 
understand the. edigious situation of the edneated 
Hindu : and even natives of India hare semelisnvs 
wholly misamiaeived the true state «f mind of a man 
like Kfiste Das BhL in the drst place, Hindus sne 
genemlly regarded as a species of fedisMsts who worship 
sleeks and stcsies and day images, beUeviag them to 
• kn supreme powers ; m>d the &w HhidUi; who tqpeniy 
reaouaoe what Is called * idolatsy,* and pieaeh aemsade 
agaiad it, are looked open as adeet apMta who ate 
ahead of thdr coun Mywea . Jeremy BeMbamn easue 
nut of his ssdttdon to shake hands srith Baja Bam 
Mdum Boy, because tiie Bs|a bad disoavdad the thirty^ 
thcep milUons ef gods wendiipped by bis eouatvymen $* 
and at die present moment Mr. Kedinb Chunder Sen 
ia bt^eved a large number of Bogdiehmen to have 
dssilnriy emerged into twilight, leaving the Hindus fo 
gMpe in ntter ddtfcnesa Yet Bmm can be ne gnmter 
emov than to mppese that BHodua sire t&m 'fidishiats, 
and that odoeaM Hhidas am mat idelatam hinansn 
they ke<^ np, nr allow to be kept up the dd fiCbdu 
■ alple cd-wemh^ Me sensible HRnthi is an Idalatar, 
'«nidrt Ws veip spesinl mm- II ia amt rneidp Ahat 

..i I .‘i ; 

^ S«e tttsi, IMhei Hdterb gApnqidlrd Atsyia 




<} m . nt. VIEWS ON BBUOION AND EDUCATION. Jga 

fiugliah education has shaken the faith in images, but 
idolstrj, properly so called, never existed except among 
the lowest and most nnintelligent classea Hinduism 
is as fall of pure sjnritaality as any other superoataral 
religion, and there have been known pundits w^pwe 
creed is mote rationalistic than idolatroua If the 
intelligent Hindu practises some of the forms and cere* 
moniss which appear to be idolatrous, be is careful to 
attadi to symbols and material appliances their true 
meaning. If no religion can be independent of material 
apidianoes and associations, the Hindu is not to blame 
if he has more of them than votaries of other religions ; 
and a cultivated Hindu Uke Kristo Has Pal in no way 
oomptmnises his conscience or belies his education if 
he tolerates forms wbidi, judged by a rationalistic 
standaid, may appear to be of no consequence. 

Idolatry has various forms and phasea The worship 
of the sdola of Bacon is a species of idolatry, and be 
is a rare individual who has not bent the knee to 
any of those ioKoha There are other idols, in a more 
material sense. Hr. liartineau in one of his sermons 
refers to various species of modern idolatry. He 
desisdhes “the Philosoidiei's idol, shaped and set up 
by the Intelleot unsanctiiied by oonsmenoe;” the 
iurtist’s idol, "portrayed upon the wall of Nature 
with the pencil of beauty, and reflecting a flush of 
loveliness over Heaven and Batth,” "yet how often 
hetnyod into peesionate Ueense and mere peevish- 
ness " the Stoic^s idol, chisellod by austere conscience 
ftom the gnmite masses of spiritual strength,” “yet 
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'Wanting the mellowing of pity ami the gtaoe of sweet 
and glad affeotions;** and "the Woman’s idtd, with 
&(ni(nina loakt captivating to gentles minds,” yet 
"edfbeUing the severe healthfnlness of duty, and 
ngMtpng the struggling heroisms of this life in the 
glosified saintliness of another.” The Dean of St. 
Patti’s, in one of his recent sermons,* dwells at length 
upon three prevailing forms of modem idolatry, namely, 
first, the idolatry of physical agencies, — the idolatiy 
of Science: second, the idolatry of literature; third, 
the idolatry of Art, the worship of beauty. Idolatry is 
very tenacious, for it has its roots in some of the 
tendencies of human nature. Hero-worship itself is 
a ^pedes of idolatry ; and hero- orship, as Cariyie 
showiv has wonderful vitality. 

The superstitions of Hinduism seem to l»e the most 
powerful causes of the revolt from it. No doul>t, 
Hinduism is overloaded with superstition ; and yet the 
ahmdnte avoidance of snpersUtion is only another name 
for ihationalism. From another point of view, thoto is,' 
as Baoon says, a snperstiiion in avoiding superstition- 
Hm toots of superstition are laid deep in human nature. 
It is hopeless to straggle against tbe^necossities to 
whiih man is fixed down by his corporeal' existence. 
As man is not all spirit, he has to snbndt to rules 
ifeoat frwins, ceremonies, bdiavionr ; these rules, syste- 
lUfttised, mre custom. Oustem is tiie soldeting material 
^ socM^. 'The febtic will not stand without 

■ ■ — — . — L-.- — 


* 0SS the londflu Speetottr df SA 
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it* In the nature of things, a great deal of custom is 
arbitraty, and, if it U not mischievous, there is no 
use exclianging it for some other custom which is 
equally arbitrary and not more beneficial. To regulate 
the transactions of life upon purely rational or spiritual 
prijiciples, would be possible if human beings were 
incorporeal and tlic earth at least as light as ether. 
Marriage is a spuitual tic. Yet bccauso it is human 
beings that arc tied, they have to appear in certain 
clothes and not others; the priest has to appear in 
certain clothes auid not others ; a lamp lias to lie 
lighted if the room is dark ; words have to be uttered. 
To secure soIemtiit;y, ceriaia paraphernalia have to lie 
displayed* Clothes, lamp, and similar other accessories 
arc not spiritual phenomena. Therefore, there can lie 
110 eternal and universal rules about them ; and each 
sect must be held free to contrive its own nilcs. 

Tlie writer in PUhirH of the Emirire observes : 
'' Almost the only eminent Hindu of whom the English 
public ba^ e Jately heard is the religious reformer who 
lany years ago threw oif the trammels of caste alto- 
gethei, and. as the chief of the Brahmists, came over 
to E'lglaiid to preach Theism. Babu Keshub Chunder 
Sen, howev^ c, is a far less important [lersonagc among 
the natives of Calcutta and Bengal than his country- 
man [Kristo Das Pal] who is the subject of the pre- 
sent notice.” Whatever may be the relative impotrt- 
unce of the two men, it is certain that the English 
public have vastly over-rated some of the religious 
teachers of India and have not taken adequate notice 
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of plttdjeal like £:tiirto Dm < Bid. 1%^ origi- 

oatoT ot A reUgkrits deetrine or aj^sfenit <il»eef, no dettbt, 
oxeiikie an "inflitaioe immMiiieiy.gtefilfer’ tlMli of 
the-|N(dii»bAl leider, bet inlndia tbe'fieM of ' MpO^ 
tdiAf'ieligioa !a {Me-oo^pied. Iflie iKMadled ir«%to»8 
(ea^^en of modern India ate only renovaton.of 
old dootriaes or commentatorB on tbeat. It is soine- 
tiroea said that as religion detemttnes ofaaraoter, 
and as charaoter determines action, tbe' 'work of the 
religiOaB teacher is In the last resort the most Tidimble 
practical wotk;, and ought to have {Hreoedenee of Jll 
such work asmereintdleetTniledoea^on Itisalsosicdd 
that in a conniiy like Ind» soeial evils have plajred 
such a misi^ievoQS part, that tio pofitieal refeim of 
an^ ih^pwtiUice will l» poadMe a!l^‘ so^sNty has befin 
mhnded. The piol^eras 'to he dei^ with ha Indk are 
so cothples^^thaii One is not sarptised to observe^'direr- 
fflty of opinimt aa t4 tibe manner ^ which tha praht^s 
are tr be a^sptoaebed. Sdmebedy sefdco to b^rba With 
a »d|^o«Eir levehttino, somebody wauls simial 
h^ w satisfied with tbtf edtipdiaD.giveti in 

sch^ «i^ somebody demawihi psIHieid hssSe-, 

BciayMe''mWn^det3aand'' 

.tliie<'My whicb eisrits a:var^'o^'4|ih|ite 

khkd'df - 'lidiic'a*'- iiim?^i(^ft4stptNFt<« 
‘^WOsk^^ 
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veligiuli detwrmineB (Sbarocter, but charauter determinaa 
veli^on ; mt onJtjr meraU atimulate tbe intellect, lait 
the intellect given tttiooality to morala ; aooial inatitu- 
tiona are not only tiie cause but the effect of tiie 
cbaraoter of a people ; the political life of a people 
is not only tlie result of its moral character and its 
'social condition, Init reacts upon the ni(aality and the 
Booial habits of the peopla All are dependent on 
each, aud each on all. 

'fbe fallacy which lias the roost plausibility is, that to 
<diange the religion of a country is to change its character, 
its social life, its political aspirations ; and hence the 
reformer of a }>eople that is degraded, must direct his 
eflbrts tarynly to the reform of its religion. It is 
forgotten that lelipou itself, to be deep>rooted, wide* 
speead, and permanent ain<mg a people, must grow 
among the peu{de and canpot be eiigrafted on it by 
extranooua efft^ any more than character can be 
eegmftedk Change the religion, and you change the 
intalleettn^ brat and die moral life of a nation. But 
Aow ebanga the ral%;ira/ unless you have jneviopsly 
so adnoatad tho iuteUeet and character oi the nation 
M to wake it fit to receive that religion t Belij^on 
prapagdlied by the sword, does not change character. 
'‘CHwiatianity triuiyi^hed not so innch by sapeisedmg 
rival fikidu as by absorbing and transfornung them.”* 
Xf H ia.tme th«d wltgion shapes ebaiacter, it is equally 
traa tkait it opiy ^ noble ohasaeter whidi wiU ftceive 


By W. S. H, Lseky. Vdl.pHl. 
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a noi)l« veligioa ; and not until obanwter baa been 
cbanjiedt not until ioleHeotual coaviotioiia bavn bean 
ronaidelled, will a new religion find Ha way into tbc 
mind, itiiuUaiiy, it is not only true that a reformed 
aociet^ will regenerate political life, it ia alao true that 
improved political life will wither tbe morbid growths 
of aotiety. Han ia, at one and tbe same time, an 
intellectual being, a morrd being, a aooial being, a 
political being, a religious being. The different parts 
of bia nature act upon each other. The exigencies of life 
often denumd that tbe process of education or reform 
must oommmioe in some parts and not in all, and 
obviously, the only method foasible in snoh oases is 
to begin witii the most elementary education, the 
education of the intelleet It so happens that religion 
is the most complex foot of man’s nature, the last 
result of tbe evolution of hU spiritual self If even 
the savage has a religion, it is aa true in his ease 
as in tbe case of the dviliaed inan that religion is tbe 
product and not the perent of bis inteUectuial eenvk;* 
tions, Reform by voluntary effort dhnnot override tiie 
laws of development; it can only aid thsit natnral 
prooma And the reformer who, foUowiiig future, cedes 
to wedt up from simple fsets to complex, ik nufoe lUiely 
to eacieeed than be who worits dk^ Awn eomptex 
fimta «e dtnple. 

Kritlo Bus Pal believed in Edimation ea an of^nt of 
pCQRtUM. Be urea a atout and aedoaa dNniMi of 
higb ailtieatjao whiob, far India, ia lka|Mri«i thfoof^ 
tite medium of the ISn^Hh language. HHmm have 
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been ooeasiona when the policy of edocationj inaugu- 
rated by Bentittck and Macaulay, haa been serioualy 
threatened, when the Educational Charter of 1854* 
baa been regatded aa an embodiment of hdlaciea On 
all audi ocoaaiona Krtato Daa has been tbe determined, 
uncompromising defender ofdiigh education, of Engliah 
education. Consistency and gratitude demanded that he 
should be a defender. He could not ccmdemn a system 
to which be was so largely indebted; nor could he 
overlook the benefits it had conferred and might 
confier on thousands of his countrymen. The Satur- 
day Rerviaw observed witli perfect truth: “Such 
men as Bomesh Chunder Mitter, C.J., and Kristo 
lias Paul fully justify the anticipatiems of Lord 
William Bentinck, Macaulay, Cameron, Dr. Duff, 
and Trevelyan in the battle waged mcne than ferty 
yean aga" It is gratifying to observe bow hugely 
those anticipations have been realised. Lord Macaulay, 
in his femeus Minute, dated Februaiy 2, 1835, Wrote : 
“ In one pedat I felly agree with tbe gentlemen to 
whose general views 1 am opposed. I feel with them, 
that it is fenpcssible for us, with our limited means, to 
attempt to edueate tiie body of the peo^e. We must 
at- {sn^oi do oer best to form a class who may be 
in ta s p s ete i e between us and the millioos whom we 
govern ; a dass of persems, Indian in blood and ooloer, 

M 4 .^ 

e fiseSii’ Eoper Liel!htM4d(^s TVeslise ; " High Bduoalfeu In 
India '14 th* ftr the State Collsgsa* (W. B. AUtu'hOa, 
LendoiiflMI,) 
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t«at9»in O^neMr in choral* mdi^ui t»*' 
To that dam «« uMj leav* ife. to tfa« 

vtoapillilar! ^Mtoto «fC the edmittir, tot. aai^|Mh. tboto 
.wMi toeau «if .tehifqM ' hotovii^ 'the 
Wtotfjpto iioitotoBhttare, aiid to rwfider thoto lgr (iegreeii 
fit ra^lea for ooifvejiBgi»kiioide(|^ to toe gnat inniH> 
th« inpdaftkia.” 

Ih^ .peiuT' efilioid''JCigre aa €hnw|iltol^4^M«frh^ ef 
Jadia^aedef £fif Oeoige €la«]^ll«» LieiitoBMit^Cktv* 
enter of Boagaif was to eacMurage prhnary etfaetlieit 
at the exj^eoaa ef Ingher ediieatHMi. To tins policy 
Kriato Daa Fai was aad r^|;htiily«' 

gomaid^ it in^i seem to< he -the itatoetoiOOitoto to gi¥e 
jj^neiily to :|^nitoi*y adaet^iioai^^ tmt oiqpiprtotbto^^ 

hi(|{iter edtwatioi) is aet^tody ai tauafoiinti^eetm 
aad ’ pitwaiml knpectanoe^ hat {Mtepatoa the way for 
IMriaawty adoea^iom Tbo awa who xee^e bigh^eilncar 
dehtow -a am^Kot to the €MNtito!toiiNind«'j%ii4 
eoamtii^* ahil . 'taay ■ be < exfietoai' te-^.lwar/.eis theiy own 
tli<adp||i'«Mto itortbibhf dvehiaafoih:' hf ffiiitia^-;,a4ii~ 
toiM#.i::^Jia|N^V'6dMal^ Itosi ^atofe/ih 

d^i^5to«Wti^r;M;'j:pea^ «es#fo -'ato'^jMqitolwi. fotoa 

-.idtoe ' 

' hm-jiM'iimm €io¥miumi^:' to. 

'•''!|peto>!.^|Mai '• ^^y^stoto'. ^ 

. wiv .!.< jO. ,i.. ' « ' ', - • ' . • '. ja' 
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tiv'e to «dtieisak «iid jettloas <)f lodisti politkal aB|dni> 
ttook: Bat Em^Hcdnnen bave been intiOMdely 
eoaneetod witk tbe eyetom of higb«r iBdaeatioii in India 
and have doMily mrattobed it in its ipraotond Opetationiitotr 
tf^timieny to it« gotid rettalta' Men like Sir Henty Maine, 
Bb{Mr X«tbl»ii%e and i^nwor Wetdeitertii, ato 
wann in tbeir appreeiaCion of the beneflte of Sngiiah 
edttcatiea, llMNi|dk they are not Mind to the defeoia of 
the exiating tfetom. JBven distant ohaeirera like Pro- 
feasor 8eetey tuid; Mr. Slagg, view the syateni with simi- 
lar toelini^' Edticated natives of India wMI, of oonrSe, 
be ttioroaghly loyal to a system whieh Ims made ^leta 
what they ate, wbidti m bonnd ap with their' kitM- 
leotnal eotmtitntitm, and whidh eontrols, or ought to 
coattoli'evtoy stofti they take 

It hi ihe ftahien in^ oertoin tinarters to talk lightly of 
Hiodmrft fcnewledsn, beeause, it is said, aaeient boMm 
and ntanMHKo^ta iMire bemi diseevered whi^ emitoin 
the pith and of those ideas, pcvatdpleB mid laws 

whkh aati^heUinvM to hh tim mest) oatoaMe ptedaete of 
modini toWMch, Jhnd toeawlmvd been men to saga® 
tbm if net 'ibn detoiH at any into toe tendhi^ pitodi- 
]dei(|4be aSiMteOtoaio ooeO^tiewit af nmdent'phiiesefhy 
and attotsoe/^ to be fsond m old' Suislmt wetot^ and 
in:toa#ef 4imae works would su;^^ a« useful i«- 
inuialkNi Ml “|^« m good n^Mu^nd to tbhmlbd 
ae it M lim ntodoin weM to !Ehts aortef 

rwnatoihf ixmto nphn nnimm|dtrtnt wbirb- arw Mtegetoer 
'toto4»‘'Smi^p!^.toit^ton.lMeddi^a»d 
tooei^ vdf modun titoea sun sswe ei^gwwliwd 
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than the knowledge and thoi^ht of ancient tiwea 
There it a better iqtfNreoiation of evidence in modern 
timea. It is easy to discover epigrams* dteto, end oon< 
undttiigs in ancient Hindoo hooks, stating 4w suggesting 
that sodety is an organism, that the true rule of oon> 
dnct is qtillitarian, tl^jOt the mind has a rdatum to the 
physioal organism, that the pecqde of a conntiy are 
its tirnawaovereign, that physical forces are emrelated, 
that matter and force are indestmctiUe. Bat not 
a single ancient book argues ont any of those con* 
clubums, adduces mr exuntnes the evidence in their 
favour, in anything like the same logieal, systematic, 
elabmate way that a daver sehool>bey of modem times 
may command. It is not results ahMWt hut methods 
that are ydnable. There is a difoneooe between hsspi* 
ratioii,gaees,or eatktdm jndgment, and proved truth. 
Modem wnrits are richer than the aaejnnt in resnlts as 
well ae medwds. Itodem kimvrledge is superior to 
aaden^not only ae being larger in qcuwtify, bates heiog 
tnm«Aeo«tntep batter reasoned ont, verified ai|deyrieroa< 
tised> The thnoty of Bvolntioa bed beendfonly antid< 
pated in at least one of tire eysteitw of Imfiah f^hiJceo- 
pl^,* Wt thsd system does not contain as mO e h evidenoe 
in snppMt of tM iheoffy, as is to bo found in a mngle 
page cl « modem treatise. Modem kamilbdge most 
he (Moviiyefi the minds of tenmem 4limn|dr n nmdeni 
teng^ The memna whidr justify the ndofltien of 

w i vM i ji wt n s v w I, ■‘ m s' M 'Vi 

etgeellM srtids «n IteiatiMi. Iqr Mr. fingjif^tn tHs Anyefo. 
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the lai^ipaai^ as a medium' 'of iastnio^n in 

bdta^ are not of an abstraet and uaioetaat oHanioter, 
b«rt of an htiMoriicml and fwlitical character. The vema* 
cutais ttf Indhi'nttll be tdtogether inadequate for the 
j^rpoOea of hinder teaching. 

.. .£qu<Ay 'emwaous is it to «Hgue that beoause the 
Enja^iali is‘ to iaatioea of India a fore^ tongue, the 
eidtiiwtioa of it oiU aogltcise them, and intmdere 
with their dbve!o|Mtient as' a nation, destroying ideas 
and hiahita whidi it oaimot ro^hnse. The ii^liec* 
toal and momi reBulta Of an education depmid on 
the nature of thO' edncayon, on the subataaoe of 
the knowledge/ imparted and <m the kind oi- method 
taught^ and not ' w the lai^aage in which the teaching 
U (cffscted. -Truth ia tnitb. Science is neither ot 
the Sant nee the Wenh fihe i» mtiversal and fur 
aU time;. ThevBei^lee wifi no rabre^be amg^dsed b j 
readinf '^ehemisttj^ jnris]wadenee: in-die 

lish im BagluluBaa will be Boownised 

by cdadiaigvihe ’ Orffmum in 
Laiha’/ annd, true Ideas in> 

4ewfhq»^; t^ mind, wa Baatter ha ‘w^ hn- 
'giMg»'theddaae''Baay-lie'eOnt^^ miad.’'jSdianoe 

^ natunuili^'f' aiki does. 

.19^ «i^'BiBng(^'" 1 lmaii^ mif 
Elttni^ahib 

' . 'thban, 

" df'^'die ‘drlof wrktog 

lebdlld; fiNdenee is univeiiiid;^^^ »<d; 
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mmI Ife is powible tb«t Natives of IimUa bgr o^ivating 
dot unbibe idoiM- l%at is 

i)HE>tHK|?|fS(dt:; hosMsr, srliieb nfods be 4 i»ad«d. Wo 
deoUoes to ro^ 1^0. 

or CMrtooo* oo the groaad tbot bw reodiog deiia* 

tksialb» bii^ t%e larger AiBOfi’s foaid of 
bettevfiMrliiiii. ExdosiveneM ix^tt^Ueetuo^ 
eeciab> tbegets narrow : views, a stiiited individuaiit^. 

and ootioiiB always impravebgr eowtoct eritb 


. iyffinM eivilisati^niodes^.thotig^ and Ibstos of ex> 
presnen, <^foi»Qt<ftiQin their o^. Tbs people of India 
have been ^ined by isobit^ And to wiiMiaw f^ 
the hrSoenoes of Bog^teh odneotion is to taJce 
the one rshoaoe have got of lettiiig in 

•ideiiiKeas ^ < np«t> the dense .saoss .Insnlie pre- 

lAdlsni^ hardened thfoni^ ages '‘^The imesesDMHd pno* 
the SMd ,to erase JTiUdipdnf htopk 
iraieis^et the :«sa) !.has*.seeled ihSs <ik|ira h * * « di >s .»fl fegted 

;Bi«?.atyigsie^ 'ii«ed.''^'eeie«eish^'‘«iNda|.>^^ intsltoetnal, 
wd^^DtiNnit^iiiap^ eiid --'tlprj iifl it e i w i ^ . raesAt.ef 
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litMsrljr, the tlwt life is real, the Utea <of self*help. 

ef m^w>daty,'»ad who ban goi Si^ilish ikab&o, 
like the Iwblts of ‘esganktKtieir, of enevgetie aetioa, of 
IMiBetuetlity, of i^wdieiiOB, of kied treatmeBt of subor* 
diiMteH. ' ft is oorioBS to observe that some of our 
opantiy^a who asQ mally miglielsed, ohaige otAiet* 
.as hmi^ angUcisad have tiene of the distittetive 
qtiatitlea.Of ‘Ihq^iAiiwn. aad are oBly pale riia^hms 
of the SaglSirib 'dandy. Maey men fhil to see that for a 
6engidi< to be ang^kised, hi the pnqier sense of the 
wOKl^ is not a crime, but a matter of eredit A 0om> 
pottnd'Of die Bengali chacaotw and- English woidd be, 
idtogsther, a emy desiraUe product 

It M - just as .e^l 'to maember, when the protest 
is made agdhst’JSitidns being aogUdsed, ^at they 
have akea^ been MahomedaidBed by a .pndosiged 
BAhemedaQ tegmso; Tbo' ideas of so^ty and polities 
whMt Btm-^mg^ieisad: Hindus poBBe8s,'are, as a ruie, not 
Hindu ideas but Ibdi^sedan ideaa Fsniaa and HHu 
weids' have been iaiHWpomtedwltii the Bengali laa* 
gaaget <‘lliBh«iB«iihus eostame is oeasidsond the 
preppir eostcnM for » HMtt appeatbpg in a jhsHMr. 
a 'aii"eAeei' orA 'pnbke >^e. idean 

who bt not attjj^ScImd, of 
«isiaan*spssikiob ia tito’heme and in eoebtyiiMW llahie* 
'^.ids^ f >en^^,grim^i«feririhg 
■ «be'4lMA.bddii9^^ idaviaiwess 

- di mri i moH of 

'wai^'A' add' iaHittt* 



TIBV8 OK BlOilOIOK AKO BOOOATIOK. Omab. IX. 


tiooa. It M &9ce89My also to rotaoDibm that so lar 
as film have bran aaglit^sod- at afi, tba aaglicisiog 
ag«fl|j^ has been abt only, nor mainly, Sos^b educa- 
tionVl'Init h certain mond a^«di|^hei« adiitdi the Sng- 
Hah teve' brmtght vith them into India wbid) is 
penetrated with the spirit dt the thneik .4ngl«jsed, in 
a gqbd sense as wdl aa in e* b«li miH^ mra are, 
whov^ve not: received JBng^sh edneathm but Who 
eonld ;iiot Mp ■ brmtbii^ in the Wteieq^hfire about 
tlwm. Jmitatiwi aiid the natamseaws absorb of 
surrounding influOnoes mwst tMie fhwe and alter 
Hindu nleas and Uabito. "And acmae shange miwt take 
•place in the (»dinasy course of evei^-aitnply because 
.thne admnces' Evea if the En^ish had introdoced 
■ilia: ed#«ttion into In^ the peeide ef.isdia eouJd not 
iilii^ .remained as they sr^in the di^ or in 

tlm di^ of Aa ^Iiognl. emp«nnt:>V‘^(hi^^iWMild have 
ohKiged,s^, theiy wodU hard WIiadged -In’ ^ 
in they have aiWuaUy ^ai:NB<^#angh they might 



not 

..;«ra^l;fcjd^:.'thie 



t'i.t^^;'have.!"' Kething 
'paoph»' 'In good 

.lh>giiahf-«i#cfdk^^,^^ he''’Spr«pt 

this 


'new 

"'e:,e«li' 


p!,^htihge'‘ts 

the ^y 
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CAuse of change. It is true that English eilucation has 
sometimes developed a spirit of iconoclasm ; but de- 
struction is not always an evil, for it does not always 
lead to a disturbance of order. Destruction of erro- 
neous ideas will cause no breach of order, unless it is 
followed by a sudden revolution in p^*actice ; and there 
are cases where the cessation of an injurious practice may 
not lead even to a temporary convulsion of social life. 
In all such cases, destruction is justifiable. A noxious 
practice or a wrong idea invites destruction, which 
may be stayed if it leads to disorder, but which 
becomes a duty when it averts more mischief than it 
brings. Destruction is the necessary preliminary of 
construction, or rather of re-construction; and Iovcts 
of construction will get no opportunity until the hand 
of the destroyer has done its work. Sometimes, after 
destruction has been accomplished by voluntary effort, 
the necessary reconstruction has come about sponta- 
neously, that is by the operation of the inborent forces 
of society. And it is worthy of noto as matter of 
histoiy that oonstructive geniuses have often appeared 
after some great work of destruction, as if they had 
been called into existence by it Many a constructive 
mind rdhiains dormant until the necessity of construc- 
tion, occasioned by previous destruction, elicits its 
energies. 

Education, however, is received not only from books 
but from life, A reoiganisation of the political life 
of India will educate her sons in a way such as books 
never can. Teaching acts directly upon the intellect 
h 
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and not upon habits, of action ; and of necessity its 
resnltis will always W confined to a fe^w, A whole 
natio^ oannot he seat to schooL Powers of action are 
best-developed by action j and the activity of political 
life sfimnlateg the energies of the naUon, instead 
merely putting ideas into the heads of a few. Kristo 
Das Pal believed in the ^ncating power of political 
life. His own life was dedlfeftfeS'^' politics. He not 
only demanded political refovRi' with a view to the 
exaltation of the intellect, the chuacter and the con- 
dition of the people, but by his vigilant, penetrating 
and persistent criticism of political measares, himself 
educated^ the peoide. Not only ideas detmrmiae poli- 
tical life, but political life evokes ideas ; and there can 
be no dpubt that the active exercise of political rights 
and discharge of political duties, will prcwe to be a 
regenerating influence of a deeper and more pervasive 
diaracter than almost any other, among a people whose 
memories do not cluster round any great historic deeds, 
or any great national literature, and whose religion 
has come to be identified with a scfeew? of contem- 
plative inaction. Hveiywhere it will be fon»d ,ti)at 
pditios ferm the main education of e pue^ . And 
Wbai do they tearfe.t The whole pec^ppe are now 
inrifed to assist in the cenncils of tbeif sfe^esmmi. 
limy ere free to disooss whatevw ooncems tbe goveinf- 
n^t dr t^£lafe,r'feUgi<m> politics^ scfen^ hfetoiy, 
the; laws,. ;ihe sodbd oo^idition of . aa4 the 

d|||^loiti*^^ fmei^ powers. How; wide a fapge 
, th^ ilbestums efebmes, in tl^. ^Me field of 
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human knowledge ! Who can fail to be enlightened 
by the study of them ? And political studies sur- 
pass all others in the interest they excite^ and the 
earnestness with which they are pursued. They form 
part of the daily life and conversation of the citizens 
of a free State. Books may be laid aside or read with 
languid inattention : but the stirring interest of public 
affairs arrests the thoughts, and stimulates the faculties 
of the most inert. Freedom is the best of national 
schoolmasters.” ^ India has need of this best of 
national schoolmasters. The time has gone by when 
the highest duty of the Qovernment wholly consisted 
in imparting European science and literature to a 
select class. The country has developed immensely 
sinc^ Xord William Bentinck’s day ; her demands are 
greater ; .aptitude for progress is greater. An 
expanded policy has become necessary to meet the new 
demands. The pedagogue with his grammar and his 
lexicon, bis atlas and his Euclid, his blow-pipe and 
his test-tube, has yet work enough to do. But he will 
not reach the people, nor reorganise life. The people 
must receive their new birth not by Ideas alone, but by 
Act^glr; and Industrial activity. Military discipline 
and Local Self-Government must now supplement the 
influences of English education. 


♦ Sir Ermine May’s Democractf In JSurcpOj VoL j*, li. 




CHAPTER X 

CONCLUSION. 

The life of Kristo Das Pal teaches a mournful 
rather than a hopeful lesson. It tells us bow 
little can be obtained by a native of India, how- 
ever great, — ^hbw little Hn the way of recognition by 
the Government or the people* The "siicoe^” and 
the “ distinction which have been spoken of in pre- 
ceding chapters are only relative ; and the words are 
justifiable only in a conventional sense. Kristo Das 
Pal was more successful and distinguished than natives 
of India‘S generally are, but he had nothing like the 
position and power which he could have attained if he 
liad been an English civilian. And yet there cah be ho 
doubt that his capacity and his services to the state 
were ^ a higher order than those of half-a-dozen 
ordinary civilians put together. To quote Mr. Boufledge 
again: ought to have had more po^Or, a still 

higher position. * We English/ CJarlyle wrote, * find a 
poet, brave a man as has b^n made for% httddred 
y^s Oi^ so^ anywhere uhdei* the' sun, * . , . . We/ 
taking due counsel of it, set the to gauge ale-; 
ba^ls m the Biiigh of Dumfries ; ahd ourswal ves 

pa of geniiia* These vfoj^S vety slightly 

io-;-KriStd';DaS "Piii.' The'^ ''Was 
^ temablf should hitve beeii 

'BhngaL 
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He had no crotchets or theories, but was eminently 
practical. His masteiy of detail -was acknowledged. 
His clearness of expression was remarkable, both as a 
speaker and writer. He was no opponent of the 
British Government, but its friend and supporter in all 
good things. There was nothing of the * Irreconcilable ’ 
in bis nature. In fact he was a Statesman. Yet after 
all he only gauged ideas for an India Office which sits in 
London, and we ‘pique ourselves on our patronage 
of ^genius/ This may do for a time, but it will not do 
perpetually. One man like Kristo Das Pal is of greater 
permanent value than all our Civil Service,, able as 
are many of the mqn whom it includes. In this brave 
and loyal Hindoo gentleman — loyal in every act and 
relation of life — England has lost a poweiful friend. 
It would become her well, and would be to her high 
interest, to preserve his memory in some method of 
every day life. In another sense, deeper and more 
stable than any dynasty or raj, his name will remain 
beloved by the land that bore him ; rovjerenced by all 
uien who can revere true* worth,’* 

Kristo Das Pal was really a statesman; and his 
statesmanship had none of that “ tainted and equivocal ” 
character which, Mr, Bright has justly observed, has 
become common in our day. But with all his political 
aptiUide he hcA no political oareer open to him; he 
had no opporiuitity pf real political work, He was only 
a sort of qoosulting offioPr the Government of Bengal 
and the Government of India; of real legislative or 
eneentivn authority ho had none* In oonsuitation and 
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by criticism he rendered services of immense worth, 
which were never acknowledged, and, under the existing 
law, probably could not be acknowledged, by his 
appointment to a position of power and responsibility. 
He was fit to be a Finance Minister, but instead of 
being permitted to originate a financial policy and to 
carry it out, he was only given the privilege of critici- 
sing a financial policy inaugurated by English officials. 
He was fit to be a legislator; but he was permitted 
not to originate laws, but only to criticise them. His 
criticisms have, no doubt, largely shaped the course of 
legislation and administration, but he never attained 
the position to which his claims were established 
not by mere reputation, not simply by the voice of the 
people, hot by success in academic life, but by the 
most substantial and unerring of ail tests— actual 
performance- His criticisms showed bis capacity for 
construction ; but though he was allowed to criticise, 
he was; never allowed to give effect to his constructions. 
His whole life is a mournful spectacle of talent, eneigy 
and feeling, suppressed, crabbed and curtailed by the 
institutions of the land he w^ born in. A pinioned eagle 
or a lion in chains he may be said to bav#beeh, from 
first to last. "The rulers, so to say, sneaked to him 
for advice, without granting him the opportunity to 
carry oitt his policy .... He remained a cri^ to the 
of suggestion oftentimes— —-an in- 
jterptete^ or adviser at best; never a doer, in the 
ordinary sense. ^ Br^npln neglected native 
be a &oe lanoe, but 
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he never attained his just position ..... A palm 
in the Arctic Zone, he would have languished in dis* 
appointment but for his native buoyancy. The appro- 
priate soil for his genius was a parliamentary latitude. 
Id England he might have been a Glodstone-^in the 
■United States an Arthur.”* In India he could get no 
higher offer than that of the Vice-Chairmanship of 
the Calcutta Municipality and that of a Deputy 
Magistracy, both of which he had the good sense to 
decline. His highest honour, namely an Additional 
Membership of the Legislative Council of India, did 
not come to him in the natural course of events, but 
sprang from accidents, — the generosity of a Viceroy, 
the sensible action of an Association, and the exist- 
ence of a Legislative Bill. A few high appointments 
which a generous Viceroy or Lieutenant-Governor may 
confer upon deserving natives of India should not 
inspire the conviction that a fair field is open to 
indigenous talent. 

Krista Das Pal felt keenly the disadvantages at- 
tached to Indian nationality ; and, whenever the just 
demands of a native of India were overlooked, cried 
out from the depths of his heart, crime of colour !” 
So long as the people of this country are habitually 
described, with coolness and deliberation, as * those 
horrid natives " and as ‘ nig^rs,’t so long as legislative 
measures intended to place Indians and Englishmen 


# & Bayyef, Wi August, 1884. 

t See Mr. Cotton^s gTm ^ it 
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equally under the jurisdiction, civil and criminal, of 
courts . presided over by natives of India^ are nick- 
nainect ^ Black Acts * by Aoglp-lndiaes, it will be diffi- 
cult to avoid the belief that the Anglo-Indian sets 
store by his complexion and has a repugnance to the skin 
of his Indian fellow-subject English laws are just and 
Englisli policy is noble. But laws and policy are 
abstractions. . Tliey are general principles which have 
received expression in Proclamations and Statutes. 
When they come to be interpreted, 'and applied to real 
life, they appear, very often, stamped with the perma- 
nent infirmities of humaj:! nature and, in particular, 
with the a^ogance of power. A Boyal Proclamation 
obliterates, so to say, the distinctions of creed, color 
and castle. Parliamentary statutes also assert equality ; 
and the English law attaches no disability to the com^ 
plexion burnt upon a man by the Indian sun.” But an 
English statesman spoke of the people of India as its 
coloi^ed millions,” and offered no apology for arguing 
thus in the; Botnte of Lords ; “‘You must get rid of 
these race distinctions,* said t^e noble Ear]. My lords, 
tbM iu a veiy fine popular idimse. It may be very fitting 
for popubr use ; but does the noble earl get lid of these 
face distinctions? fie laid it down as an inexomble 
th((t Jno.p^son wm to, lx; office 

oil )i4> i^ee— Ro peiwa be pre- 

«i9^ sppeii^nDcittt fm an^- reosoo 

except lupe theaq; the piioeipkst on which 

th« QoWii|^nt <]^ In^^ ^ ciwii^iicied r Another 
Bito j tea Bi an ia^bwy«4,^4% "IV difficulty, 
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indeed the utter impossibility, of getting European 
Officers of position and education to serve cheerfully 
in subordination to Natives of India, is one which, 
whatever may be thought of it from an abstract point 
of view, no one with personal experience of India 
wiU uuder-estimate. So long as natives can obtain 
admission to the Covenanted service by competition, 
this difficulty will be liable to arise, and the only 
complete remeily would be to close the Competitive 
►Service hy law to natives of this country [India].” 
Macaulay, for his attempts to establish equality, was 
attacked by the Anglo-Indian press for eighteen months 
with a breadth and ferocity of calumny such as few 
public men, in any age and country, have ever endured; 
and none, perhaps, have ever foigiven.”* In the press 
and on the platform be was treated to iilthy abuse and 
was threatened with personal violence. When Lord 
Ripoii and Mr. Ilbert sought to equalise the jurisdictiofi 
of English and Indian tnagistrates, and the rights of 
English and Indian accused persons, they were treated 
very much in the same way as Macaulay. And now, 
when the people of this country seek that unreserved 
competition should be the means of recruiting the 
public service, and that natives of India should compete 
mi eqndl terms with Englishmen for admission into the 
Covenanted Civil Service/ there are not wanting men 
who profess to view the demand *wltii horror and who 


*0. 0. Ti^velywi^ Zi/e und Zettwef Liurd Voi t. 
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Openly press the claims of race, religion and nationality. 

It ti precisely because English law and English poli- 
cy are invariably carried out in a rigorous and con- 
sistent way, that there is room for agitation. Kristo 
Das Pal devoted bis life to agitation, and other edifcat- 
ed natives of India are endeavouring to follow in his 
footsteps. These men ate thoroughly loyal. They are 
full of veneration for the English nation and for Eng- 
lish principles. They know that they have obtained 
their charters, — a number of statutes, and the Proclam- 
ation of 1858; and their agitation, which is always 
temperate and constitutional, is directed to securing the 
faithful observance, in pmctical life, of the terms of 
those charters. There are hardly any new principles 
to fight for. Let the principles already asserted receive 
practical application in the details of life and be carried 
out to their full logical consequences. Let distinctions 
•f race and creed never be recognised by English states- 
men vested with authority, and let no reference be 
made to the cotnplexioii of the native of Indian 

Kristo Das PaFs political attitude was one of un- 
swerving loyalty to the English Power and of regant 
for the rights of the Indian people. Those rights are 
certainly not in conflict with those of the dominant 
Power * and nothing but insanity would make a native 
of this OQNsntry hnjiiilient of Skiglish rule. It is possible 

^ non-^^dab acting indivt- 
dually» pi to be high-handed and self- 



Chap. X. 


CONCLUSION. 


187 


for disajBTection. Hurrish Chunder Mttkerjea in raising 
bis voice against the oppression of ryots by indigo 
planters did not exhibit disloyalty ; nor did Kristo Das 
Pal when he attacked "^Personal Government*’ in 
Bcngab in 1873 ; when he defended in warm language 
tlie^righls of emigrating coolies, in 1881 — 82 ; or when 
he condemned the final settlement of the Ilbert Bill 
as bringing “Peace with Dishonour.” Kristo Das 
Pal approved of the policy of the “ Black Acts ” — which, 
from a moral point of view, ought to be called Bright 
Acts, — strongly supported ‘ competition * as against 
‘nomination,* as a method of selecting candidates 
for offices, insisted on the equality of Her Majesty’s 
subjects, of whatever race, creed or complexion, and 
protested against all language and action calculated 
to wound feelings, or to create distinctions not founded 
on intellect and character. He sharply criticised pro- 
ceedings which tendcil to the failure of justice; he 
mercilessly exposed dishonest, deliberate deviations 
from the law, and the social tyranny of the official 
pr the planter; And he did his work of criticism with 
uniform fairness, not sparing his own countrjmien and 
bearing^ no ill-will to Europeans. 

If the people are little consulted in questions of 
legislatTon and internal administration, they are still 
less consulted in questions of diplomacy and foreign 
politics. Wars are declared and conducted in entire 
ignorance of the views of the petqile; mad .yet the 
people are made liable for the cost of the wars. If 
tbew are two items of expenditure^ wbfeh are most 
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strong!^ ol^ected to by educated natives of India, 
they ^ 1° Borne Charges, 2° The cost of wars which 
Englaijid utidertafces, but which do not benefit India 
Kriste Bas Pal objected, throughout his life, to India 
being saddled with these expenses. England cannot 
in ber own case brook the idea of taxation without 
representaUon, but in India she has established and 
tolerated not only taxaUon without representation, but 
taxation for objects which have no concern with the 
country. The people of India, however, have more 
confidence in the Parliament than in the executive, 
and, next to having a representative assembly of their 
own, would like to entrust her interests to the English 
^OHse of Commons. Under the law, the consent of 
PniHatnibnt has to be taken for defraying out of the 
lu«yfui treasury the expenses of militmy operations 
canned on beyond tlie external frontiers of Her Majesty’s 
Indian possessiona But with reference to certain recent 
miUti^ operations. Parliament held that “ consent” 
did pot poeessa|ily mean prior consent. Thi^ is a 
ooiisitonotion which, as Mr. Qladstone observed, would 
“ (xmrict rite Parliament of 1838 and those who bad 
. jbo dd'jWj^ the law then, of the orirae^of political 
idiptPy.” And it is a construction under which, as 
l|iv Ulladstone al«> observed, Parliament would have ho 
opC^^Ow^ wilirs whitih oquld :be made by the Indian 
l^f Gladstone formulatod ,ilie principle as 
4)uite evident that the geneipl sense 
. system is tbjKt India is to pay for 
what ie, Indlpt) w^. I perfectly 
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understand the contention that if a {jerty in this 
country is prepared to challenge radically the justice 
or propriety of a war, then a case may be raised for 
the purpose of arguing that it ought not to be borne 
by India, which cannot be heard upon tlie question, 
but -by the superior powers of this country.” Who is 
to judge if a particular war is a bona fide Indian war? 
And when ? And how long must India continue not to 
be heard upon a question which affects her vitally? 
Even a Kristo Das Pal must go without rights and 
privileges which as a British subject he feels to be 
inherent in himself. And yet we talk of his political 
life ! It is sorry politics, after all, to be able to do 
nothing but pick holes in Legislative Bills, Official 
Reports and Government Resolutions ! As a member 
of the Bengal Legislative Council, Kristo Das Pal 
believed that he bad a right to put questions to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and he had to be reminded by a 
Secretary that he bad no such right. The Prime 
Minister of England may be asked questions in the 
House of Commons ; but a Lieutenant-Governor must 
not be badgered* 

If Kristo Das Pal received little from the Govern- 
ment, be received less from the people. A good deal 
of. patricrtism exists in the country ; but it is of the 
abstract sort. Small is the number of Bengalis whb 
feel for other Bengalis in the same way as Englishmen 
feel for Englishmen, or Frenchmen for Frenchmen. The 
sense of nationality is wanting ; the European concep* 
tion of Duty is wanting. In the highest classes the 
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feeling of jealousy is the most predominant As pre- 
viously observed) men of oducation^ position and dis- 
tinction are intensely jealous of each other* The eleva- 
tion cif a Bengali will cause more heart-burning among 
Bengalis than among Englishmen. His own country- 
men will speak ill of him, put every obstacle in his way, 
write anonymous letters about him, intrigue against 
him. If he gets any remuneration for his work, his bene- 
volent compatriots will offer cheaper terms. The more 
worthy he is, the keener jealousy he will excite, for a 
stupid man will expose himself and accomplish his own 
ruiU) but the intelligent man will shed lustre on his 
position. The appointment of Kristo Das Pal as a 
Justice of the Peace and as a member of the Calcutta 
Municipal Corporation caused jealousy and heart- 
burnings in mauy a quarter.”* There would have 
been no jealousy and heart-burning if anybody other 
than a worthy young Bengali had been appointed. The 
English Government and the English people with all 
their faults have done something in India to remove 
miseiy and reward merit It is chiefly for them that 
the flower of Indian talent does not waste its sweetness 
in the desert air. The people of the pountry are 
sickened by the sweetness and would crush the flower 
os a thing poisonous. Kristo Has Pal was not deceived 
, by, the crowd which assembled in his bouse every day 
knew that he had very few friends. He knew 


* Lifii ^ Urn Bd, By Bam Gopal Sauyal, 
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also that there were few men who would help and 
encourage genius. On one occasion he seemed to 
single out Pundit Ishwar Chunder Yidyasagaras “ that 
generous friend of struggling merit.’** And it must 
be remembered that he spoke from very large ex* 
perience. As regards the people proper, the masses, 
they have it not in their power to raise any man to 
greatness. Even if Kristo Das Pal had all the abilities 
of Mr. Gladstone, and had done his work, he could 
never liave been People’s Kristo Das. Living or dead, 
Kristo Das Pal received very inadequate recognition 
from his enlightened countrymen. During his lifetime 
his social inHuence was only the result of his official 
position, and now that he is dead, one cannot fail to 
be struck by the very much larger support which 
the European community has given to the movement 
to perpetuate his memory, than that which his country- 
men have thought (it to give. 

The worker in India has not only to be content with 
, poor recognition from the Government and the people, 
but lias to fight the powers of nature. The Bengali in 
particular, finds the physical conditions of life altoge- 
ther inimical. A more enervating and disagreeable 
climate than that of the plains of Bengal there lias 
probably, never been. Aitificial drainage has some- 
what improved the character of the country ; but there 
is no controlling natural agencies like the sun, rain 
and wind. Existence has to be undergone in the midift 


* In the Patriot of June ^K>, 1873< 
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of an atmosphere which is steam. One blessed with a 
large measure of native energy may live ; but the condi- 
tions of life make mental work unusually exhausting, 
physical exercise disagreeable, sound and refreshing 
sleep impossible, and languor chronic. By careful habits 
men may live to a good old age ; but the most im- 
portant conditions of a long life seem to be the absence 
of sustained, intellectual work, and frequent retire- 
ment to salubrious climates. Kristo Das Pal died 
at an age at which an English statesman might be 
almost at the commencement of his active political 
career. It is interesting to observe that he was 
born when Mr. Gladstone was probably preparing his 
work on Church and State and had established him- 
self as a “young man of unblemished character and 
distinguished parliamentary talents.” And he died 
when Mr. Gladstone had not yet commenced his 
agitation for Irish home-rule. This is the relation, in 
point of mere length of time, of a great Indian career 
to that of a great English career. 

It was said of the Swedish Chemist, Bergman, that 
he bad made many discoveries, but his greatest wa.s 
the discovery of Schoele ; and Dr. Bain has observed 
of James Mill that his greatest contribution td human 
progress was his son, whom he educated to be his 
follow-worker and successor. In the same way it may 
be said that the greatest work which Hurrish Chunder 
loft behind him was Kristo Das Pal, who 
Ohly maintained the traditions, developed the teaching, 
and continued the work of his predecessor and master. 
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Urifortiiimtely, Kristo Dus Pal has left no such human 
piece of work. A week after his death, Sir Ashley 
Kden wrote : “ His loss to Bengal will be irreparable, 
for I know of no mu.n who can aspire to take his 
place as a thoughtful, moderate, earnest advocate of 

imtive riglits I can only hope that as a Kristo 

Das was found to wear the mantle of Hiirrish Chunder, 
s(jme one may be found to take the place of Kristo 
Das, but I doubt it.” Bengal has yet given no promise 
of aiiother Kristo Das, of a political worker who would 
combine in himself some of the most admirable 
characteristics of the Englishman and the Bengali, 
who would be at once loyal and critical, at once pro- 
gressive and reverential, at once keen andcomprehensive. 
The work of Kristo Das it would be difficult to sum 
up. “No calculus can integrate the innumerable little 
pulses of knowledge and of thought that he has made 
to vibrate in the minds of his generation.” Work 
which consists mainly in influence, — influence upon 
the Govcrnineiit, influence upon the people, influence 
upon conceptions of the good, the true and the just, 
— is work which never thrusts itself on the eyes of 
men, precisely because it is subtle and pervading. Of 
men who do this kind of work it may truly be said : 

vionilvienta'ni qmvris, circa'tnsince. Looking deep- 
er, one may discover even some material results of the 
labours of Kristo Das Pal The volumes of the Hin- 
doo Patriot edited by him will remain, for all time, 
an indispensable study to the j>olitical worker in India, 
constructive or critical. They are the best material 
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for a history of India, a faithful and not a coloured 
history of India, for the period which they cover. The 
two best modem historians that India has had, are 
Hurrish Chunder Mukerjea and Kristo Das Pal; and 
theirs is a history, not taken at second hand and dis- 
torted by the official pen, but a true portraiture of 
life. If the people of Bengal rightly valued the work 
of Kristo Das, they would be anxious to construct his 
statues by the dozen and place them in every school 
and in every office; in the market-place, the court, 
and the council chamber. The artist would probably 
find it hard work, for as Mr. Routledge says : “ I 
do not think it would be easy to convey in canvas 
or on st^ne even the most noticeable features of his 
character. I have a photograph which gives admirably 
one phase of that character — his saucy independence, 
his ever-ready manly defiance. But another phase cer- 
tainly is not less important — that of the kindly S3^m- 
pathies, the great forbearance, the well-spring of affec- 
tion which endeared him to all who knew him. If any 
artist could unite the two, India might have the pride 
and glory of pointing her youth to her First Great 
Tribune.” The artist might be found ; but Ihe ^charac- 
ter of the nation will not be changed in a day. The 
memory of Ram Mohun Roy has been preserved in 
Bristol ; of Dwarka Nath Mitter, in Lt^ndon. The 
country of their birth has done little or nothing to com- 
niemorate them ; whether it will do anything substan- 
tial to cherish the memory of Kiisto Das Pal is as yet 
unceitain. But Kristo Das Pal expected no material 
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reward from posterity, aod if his shade still lingers 
round his loved haunts in Bengal, it will certainly not 
be disturbed b^" the apathy of his countrymen. He 
was destined for high work, and he did all the work 
that came before him, in the most honest way and to 
tlie best of his power, without a groan, without a sigh. 
If lus lot was cast in a country where the dominant 
spirit is that of an alien bureaucracy, where there Is 
no free trade in intellect, where the people are inert 
and lost to a sense of public duty, where intellectual 
workers are prematurely killed by the withering influ- 
ences of nature, it was a misfortune for which there 
could be no help. 

If Kristo Das Pal worked so much, deserved so well, 
and got so little, smaller men will get much less and 
learn to be content with what they get. Pessimism 
will be the most acceptable philosophy in this un- 
lucky country ; and Gray’s ‘ Elegy ’ the song most 
welcome. But despondency is unmanly, and inaction a 
crime ; therefore, sons of India must not complain and 
be idle, but toil. However perilous and cheerless the 
journey of life, life’s duties must be done. In dark- 
ness and in storm, on the raging waves and under 
bursting clouds, let each man do his work and leave 
the rest to destiny. A life like that of Kristo Das 
Pal will serve as a beacon light. Sorrow has its 
lessons, its triumphs and its joys. Kristo Das Pal had 
his schooling in sorrow. He who ‘ with tears has 
f*aten tis bread’ and through the 'long-drawn mid- 
light hours sat weeping on his lonely bed,’ has realised 
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the aoleranity of life, the earnestness of duty and, 
ultimately, the sense of victory, in a way which the 
pampered child of luxury can never so much as ima- 
^jine. The sorrows and the triumphs of a worthy life 
have here been hastily sketched ; and, alike in its 
sufferings and its doings, its failures and its achieve- 
ments, it teaches lessons and presents a model which 
the people of India o^d all who seek their welfare 
would do well to study. 




APPENDIX. 

IDEAI^S OF GREATNESS* 

Tlie discuBniona that hfive followed the death of some of our 
eniiiient coiifitrytneii aud the commemorative nieetinga that have 
been held, are suggestive of a crowd of reflectious. They not 
only reniiud iis how evauescent is humau greatness, but how 
insensibly the human race is changing its idesd of greatuess and 
how much of accident enters into the making of great men. 
Amid the heat and bustle of modern life, it is well now and 
again to reflect calmly on the conditions of real greatness, — on 
greatness as it was understood in ancient times and as it is 
understood now, on the means by which it was attained then 
aud the means by which it is attained now. Scientific training 
is said to produce humility. In the exercise of tliat humility 
we find it convenient to assume that we sire superior to the 
ancients, not only in knowledge but in intellect, not only in 
intellectusil power but in morel goodness, not only in moral 
gfHMiness but in religious fervour. There is no doubt that in 
intellect, morels as well as in religion, we are better disciplined 
4han the ancients ; we have more of regulated power. But the 
question we want to raise, is one concerning not power but 
sincerity.* It is a problem not easily solved, if by exchanging 
the. sinipljcity of ancient life for the artificialities of modern 
life we have made a clear gain. Artificialities are incident to 

% 

* This article has been made up by piecing together two articles 
which appeared in the Indian Nation newspaper, namely, one on 
Ideals ofj^reatneaf (June 2, 1884) and the other on Indian Oivitiaa* 
fidh,—OUi and New (November 24, 1884), both Written by me. 
Portions of both the articles have been excised. — N. N. G. 
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civilisation; anil aui)eriority of organisation means increased 
complexity of structui'e. But if artificialities are every thing 
and nature nothing, if the internal is merged in the externa], 
if the substance fades into the shadow, if organisation becomes 
its own end, and if inoreiiaing complexity of structure leads 
to a progressive inca[>acity of dischaiging its natural function, 
we are not sure, as we have said already, that we make a very 
clear gain. We believe firmly in the law of progress ; and nothing 
that we have said ought to produce the impression that we view 
the course of the world ns one of progressive deterioration, an 
uninterrupted decline from bad to worse. The course is gener- 
ally one of progress, but there never is and cannot be equable 
progress of all tliat is good and worth cultivatiug in the heart 
and mind of man. The progress of the^ discursive faculty is 
attiiined at the expense of the imagination. The progress of 
science means the decline of poetry. The industrial arts and 
th^ fine arts do not progress with equal speed at the same time. 
The art of printing, coming moi'e and more into use, throws into 
the background the art of speiikiug. The activity of a com- 
mercial life is incompatible with the calm of a retired specula- 
tive life. The emphatic assei'tion of self is incompatible with 
I>atient resignation. Development of individuality can only be 
attained by refusing to merge one’s existence in that of the 
family or the body politic. And a too eager concern in the 
goods of this worhl is hardly to be expected in a mind truly 
religious. 

These observations have fairly brought us to ^ the point of 
this article. The men that we admire at the present day are 
gi'eat in their way, but they do not represent the •types * of 
greatn^ most a4iDired in ancient times. The ideal has 
ehangM. It has changed for the better In some respects, for 
the worse io some others. The political, the social and the 
intellectual ideals of modern times, represent a highe^ degree 
of perfection than those recognised by the ancients ; the inoi^a 
and religious ideals of the fincieuts far surpassed the fetishe 
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we worehip to-ilay. The politicjil icleftls are higher, becatiee 
with tl:eni is associated a greater amount of liberty. Modern 
political organisations are good or bad precisely in so far as 
they are or are not tuised on liberal principles. Despotism 
or unrestrained authority would by common consent be re- 
cogiiiseir as the worst form of government. Tlie iK)litical func- 
tionary who wants to be worshipped .os a hero will certainly 
not endeavour to outrage the sentiments of the people but 
rather sltoui with the mob. A much larger measure of liberty 
is ex|>ected aud granted in well governed modern states 
than would have been dreamt of in ancient Greece or Rome. 
The huge machinery of self-government in England is the 
lesult of ideas and habits and iispinitious much in advance 
of tliose of tlie ancients ; historic^illy, of course, it is the 
jiecessary result slowly evolved out of the ancient forms of 
Government. Even so it is with modern social arrcaugeineut s. 
In )Kditical as well iis in social arrangements liberty is the great 
ideal. Thinkers like Mill regret the tyranny which the society 
e.xei'cises over the individual ; and it is a long time yet before 
the individual is allowed that liberty which is his due, aud which 
it is one of liis highest duties to claim aud to iissert. But we 
are speaking not of the facts of modern society but of the ideals 
of it. The great ideal is liberty ; and the efforts of thinkers 
and workers are dii'ected to the attainment of that great end. 
the sphere of the intellect also we have made a distinct 
^(t^vauce upon the ancients. The ancient intellect was in the 
main imaginative l* the modern intellect is in the main practical. 
The HUcieiit intellect was speculative, the luoiieru is observant. 
Ancient fiiethods of reasoning were in the main deductive; 
modem methods are, on all suitable occasions, inductive. Not 
j>uetry but science, not mere beauty but utility, not tlieoil^ticiii 
j^ei-feetiou, but practical efficiency are the ends we aspire to. 

Ill si^e of tliis superiority aud probably in couse^iueiice of 
^ityvve are inferior to tiie ancients in other inspects. Science 
teaches us facts aud their relations. We come to be acquainted 
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with tile realm of law, —law not in the seiiHe of comniainl but 
111 the seiiee of an invariable sequence. Ooniiiig to know and 
to reason upon facts as they are, we acr|uire a teudeucy to 
ignore facts as they ought to be. If men in all ages and all 
countries ai-e found as a matter of fact to have acted in a 
certain way, the action is presumed to be right. The gospel 
that is preached is the gospel of force, and the rights of the 
strong are believetl in because they are exercised. Facts are 
their own justification. Because the weakest go to the wall, 
they ought to go to the wall. This is the view which 
is maintained, sometimes o|)enly, sometimes under disguise, 
by various historians and moral aud (xilitical philosophers. 
It was John Stuart Mill who observed in his essay on Beutliam 
that an action has three as()ects, the moral, the aesthetic and 
the sympathetic. Looking at the moral side of it, we say if it 
is right or wrong, and this we do by the exercise of our reason. 
The moral iistiect may, therefore, be otherwise called the in- 
tellectual or rationalistic sispect. The best of us do actions 
which are only right, and neither beautiful nor lovable. An- 
cient history abounds in instances of heroic self-sacrifice and 
tender devotion, not always demanded by allegiance to duty, 
wliich iire extremely rare in modern history. But it is in 
religion that tlie ideal has changed most of all, ahd for the 
worse. The conditions of modem life ai-e such that wealth aud 
rank ai'e iudisjiensable to attract general admiration. In ord* 
nary cases the conditions may l>e fulfilled without doing violence 
i«» our ideas of propriety. But to expect of a*^religioua teacher 
that he must be rich befoi'e he can be respect^ is surely con- 
trary to all notions of the fitness of things. In India e»;>eciaUy, 
w^ealth is the supreme object of adoption, [>recisely because 
}K>verty is the most pervading eviL The soldier or the statesman 
who Yuay command worship in other countries, will excite languid 
interest here. 

In India, European civilisation has come in contact with apil ^ 
has to some extent been fused with Oriental civilisation. 
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Roughly 8()eakiug, materiality is the distinctive feTitiii’e of 
European civilisation, and spiritmility of Eastern. What lias 
been the insult of the conflux ( One would have expected that 
each would supply the deflciencies of the other, and that 
Enrojieaus who liad imbibed the spirit of Eastern oivilisjition, 
and Indians who had thoroughly assimilated the distinctive 
pi-odiicts of the West, would alike be perfect ty^iesof humanity, 
possessing everything that was good in two differing tyjjes of 
•‘/ivilisiitiou. It hiis not been so, and probably it could not be 
so, if there was any material analogy between the laws of 
social growth and those of animal life. As a matter of fact, the 
European and the Indian have each lost something and gained 
something, and it is diffloult to say whether in the long ran 
either of them has been a gainer. The old ideal of life seems 
to have faded from the view as well of the Englishman ;is of the 
Indian. In religious earnestness and in strength aiul dignity 
•)f character there has been a decline. The age of m irtyrs is 
gone,— once and for ever. ‘‘That of sophisters, economists 
and calculators, has succeeded.’* The brave men of old may 
have died in defence of causes which did not deserve their 
sacrifice ; but if they died in defence of their honest convictions 
they deserve to be honoured for all time. An honest man, 
proud in bis poverty, pursuing in his loneliness his uuappro- 
l^iated work with a single-minded devotion to truth, defying 
;^ure and persecution, is a spectacle of glory ilian which 
^iug nobler could be vouchsafed to human eyes to see. 
We ha\% piobably seen the last of such spectacles, at any Kite 
this c^^try. T/ seek nothing but wealth, to do worship to 
|)owej^,*to pra^jgi^issimulation whenever exjiedient, is to act in 
a manner repugnant to the spirit of the true Hiudoo life of old, 
although there may be the most rigid adherence to the rules of 
the Hiudoo religion in the transactions of domestic and social 
1 ife. Plain living and high thinking, an ambition to live honestly 

S d opei^, a contempt for mean and selflsh objects, — these 
v^been the cliaracteristics of the best types of ancient 
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Hmdoa life^ as iadeed life and Soman life 

nkto. I'he spirituality, the ’ fo^tiness of our life, has been 
<mr ^eat pride ; the entire absence of materiality has brought us 
doINi to^H lov^ political lereb' We are afraid there are symptoms 
qf' I modern Ellbpean materiality working into our society, 
de^^riviiig us of^ some of our nobi^ traits and yet not im|>;irt- 
ingtO jtothe distinctive graces or nttlities of £uroi|>eau life, 
^ropean ideas and habits of co-operath)ii and orgaiiisation, 
of"^the diguitj of labour, of the value of iudividualib , of 
setf-government t^d its necessary conditions, honesty aito 
cd^ieiice,<-nll these have yet to prodiu?e* tlieir full fruit. In 
the meantime, |)eople have learnt fjoiu England that money 
is the great tiling for which life is worth living, that tenderness 
is^ unmanly, and that a cold, reserved dis}x>sition is the 
Kdoet amiable feature in a mau.' If social laws will not produce. 

us 'endeavour by voluntary effort to produce something 
jl^weph extreme spiritualitj^ and extreme niatenality, for 
that we have lost something very valuable of the one 
'? ;iknd itav<» made no corr^l^^tiding gain iii^ the other. The East 
jind the W^ will afelee be gainers by ' the discoveiy of the 
ihenu^ and ^ if some homogei>eous product could be 
fvW all that is best in !Eastern ideas and Western, 
Would be found to be the chosen home of a perfect 
modern times. 








